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CUSTODIANSHIP, AUTHORSHIP, AUTONOMY 

Who owns culture? Who creates it? And who decides? 
 
Museums face unprecedented political pressure. Indigenous communities continue reclaiming 
sacred objects from institutional collections. The art market confronts mounting demands for 
transparency. And as AI reshapes creativity, we find ourselves asking what authorship itself will 
mean. 
 
This symposium brings together artists, scholars, curators, and legal practitioners to explore 
these intersecting challenges—from the constitutional boundaries of governmental authority 
over museums, ownership and monetization of Indigenous cultural property, and emerging 
questions of authorship in the age of artificial intelligence. 
 
From stewardship to authorship, caring for art carries profound obligations. Join us for a day of 
critical conversation about who holds, who makes, and who governs art. 

12:00 PM |REGISTRATION  

12:55 PM | WELCOME REMARKS  

SPEAKER: Delia Violante, Founding Director of the Berkeley Art, Law, and Finance Project, 
University of California, Berkeley 

1:00 PM | ART, POWER, AND THE CONSTITUTION 

SPEAKER: Erwin Chemerinsky, Professor of Law and Dean, University of California, Berkeley 

Dean Chemerinsky brings his constitutional expertise to bear on the recent tensions between 
the Smithsonian and the Trump administration, examining how political pressures intersect with 
curatorial independence and institutional autonomy. His remarks provide crucial context for 
understanding the legal boundaries of federal authority over cultural institutions. 

1:20 PM transition 
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1:25 PM | LAND, LINE, BLOOD, MEMORY  

SPEAKER: Sarah Sense, Artist  

Artist Sarah Sense discusses her practice, which weaves together photography, traditional 
basketry techniques, and historical narratives to explore Indigenous identity, memory, and 
resilience. 

1:40 PM transition 

1:45 PM | RE-ENVISIONING THE ARTS OF INDIGENOUS AMERICA GALLERIES AT THE 
DE YOUNG 

SPEAKER: Hillary Olcott, Curator, Arts of the Americas, Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco  

Curator Hillary Olcott shares about the recently re-imagined Native American art galleries at the 
de Young Museum, which opened in September 2025, and the curatorial stewardship that exists 
beyond NAGPRA.  

2:00 PM | CULTURAL PROPERTY PROTECTION FOR NATIVE AMERICANS  

SPEAKERS: Hillary Olcott, Curator, Arts of the Americas, Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco 
(de Young / Legion of Honor); Sarah Sense, Artist 

MODERATOR: Seth Davis, Professor of Law, University of California, Berkeley 

Who decides what belongs in a museum — and what belongs home? This panel examines the 
legal frameworks governing Native American cultural property, from NAGPRA to emerging 
repatriation efforts, and the ongoing challenges museums and tribal communities face in 
reconciling institutional stewardship with sacred heritage. 

2:35 PM transition 

2:40 PM | LAW, ETHICS, AND THE VISUAL ARTS  

SPEAKER: Simon Frankel, Judge, San Francisco Superior Court 

IN CONVERSATION WITH: Adine Varah, General Counsel, SFMOMA 

Simon Frankel, co-editor of the newly published sixth edition of John Henry Merryman's 
foundational text Law, Ethics, and the Visual Arts, joins SFMOMA General Counsel Adine Varah 
to discuss what has changed — and what hasn't — in the legal and ethical landscape 
surrounding cultural property, provenance, and the responsibilities of collectors and institutions. 
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3:30 PM | NETWORKING BREAK 

3:50 PM | THE ETHICS OF OWNERSHIP: FINANCIAL CRIME AND THE CUSTODIAN'S 
RESPONSIBILITY  

SPEAKERS: Sharon Cohen Levin, Partner, Sullivan & Cromwell; Anthony Pickles, Director of 
Communications, The British Museum 

MODERATOR: Eleanor Iris Gartstein, Berkeley Law JD ‘26   

The art market's opacity has made it a vehicle for money laundering, sanctions evasion, and 
fraud. As regulatory scrutiny intensifies, what obligations do collectors, dealers, and institutions 
bear in ensuring the integrity of what they acquire? Panelists explore the evolving legal and 
ethical responsibilities of custodians — from due diligence and provenance verification to 
safeguarding cultural heritage from illicit actors. 

4:40 PM transition 

4:45 PM | AUTHORSHIP REIMAGINED: CREATIVITY, COPYRIGHT, AND AI   

SPEAKERS: Daniel Etcovitch, Copyright Counsel, Anthropic; Anastasia Victor, Artist 

MODERATOR: Edward Lee, Professor of Law, Santa Clara University School of Law 

When a machine can generate an image, compose a score, or write a novel, who is the author 
— and does copyright follow? This panel brings together an artist working at the frontier of 
human-AI collaboration and the copyright counsel navigating these questions in real time to 
explore what authorship, originality, and creative ownership mean in an era of generative AI. 

5:35 PM | CLOSING REMARKS, followed by COCKTAIL RECEPTION 

 

 
 
This symposium is made possible by the generous support of Lorrie L. Greene and Richard L. 

Greene, UC Berkeley alumnus (BS, Business Administration ’60; JD ’63). 

 


