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Keep Our Republic’s Article III Coalition Rejects
Dangerous Rhetoric Toward The Judiciary

Former Federal Judges Condemn Escalating Rhetoric Against Judiciary, Call for
Respectful Discourse and Respect for the Rule of Law

November 12, 2025 — In response to recent inflammatory remarks by a senior federal official
describing a “war” on so-called “rogue” judges, Keep Our Republic’s Article III Coalition—a group of 50
retired federal judges appointed by presidents of both parties—is warning that such rhetoric poses a grave

threat to the rule of law and the judiciary.

“The notion of a ‘war’ on judges is not only inflammatory, it’s constitutionally damaging,” said Judge
Paul R. Michel, formerly of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. “Our judiciary exists
to interpret the law impartially and check excesses of the other branches, not to advance partisan agendas.
When public officials cast judges as enemies due to outcomes of rulings, they are undermining the very
balance of power and judicial independence that protects all Americans.”

This threatening rhetoric comes amid a sharp rise in threats against federal judges. According to the U.S.
Marshals Service, credible threats have surged to record levels in recent years.

“I’ve spent a career upholding the rule of law in a system that values process over power,” said Judge
Jeremy D. Fogel, formerly of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California. “We
can disagree with court rulings—that’s why we have appeals. But framing that disagreement as a ‘war’
corrodes public trust and encourages the mistaken belief that judges are political actors rather than neutral
arbiters.”

Keep Our Republic’s Article III Coalition emphasizes that such rhetoric—especially when voiced by
high-ranking officials—not only endangers individual judges and court staff, but also undermines the
public’s trust in the judiciary as an impartial and co-equal branch of government. With public confidence
in the courts near historic lows, Keep Our Republic’s Article III Coalition represents a nonpartisan voice
willing to speak out when sitting judges cannot.

“Our founders did not design a system of government built on warfare between branches. They built a
system of deliberate tension—where courts, Congress, and the executive branch check each other,” said
Judge Allyson K. Duncan, formerly of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit and Past
President of the Federal Judges Association. “Calling judges "rogue" because they apply the law in a
politically unfavorable way is a fundamental misunderstanding of the role of the judiciary in our
constitutional structure.”
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Multiple members of Keep Our Republic’s Article 11 Coalition are available for on-the-record interviews
to discuss: the lasting effects of this harmful rhetoric, the historical and constitutional role the judiciary
plays, the escalation of threats against judges, and how to respond to strengthen institutional trust in the
judiciary.

“This rhetoric isn’t just misguided—it’s dangerous,” said Judge Bob Cindrich, formerly of the U.S.
District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania. “We’ve seen firsthand how language from
public leaders can lead to threats against judges and their families. When judges are cast as enemies, the
entire system of constitutional governance is put at risk.”

These retired judges appointed by Presidents from both parties bring deep experience, credibility, and
perspective to current tensions between the branches of government.

To schedule interviews or request additional comments please contact Anthony Trombi,
anthonv@keepourrepublic.org, 323-810-8065
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About Keep Our Republic

Founded in 2020, Keep Our Republic (KOR) is a non-partisan civic education organization committed to
strengthening the vitality of America’s democracy by promoting trust in elections, the rule of law, and the
constitutional system of checks and balances. Committed to upholding the integrity of three branches and educating
citizens on threats to our democratic values, KOR serves as a beacon of truth and transparency in an era of
misinformation. Join us in our mission to protect and preserve the republic for future generations. Keep Our
Republic was recognized by the American Bar Association with its prestigious Unsung Heroes of Democracy
Award.
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