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BCLT by the numbers



The Future of Patent Enforcement:  What 
does the UPC mean for innovators and the 
U.S.? 



Steve Akerley
Steve is a seasoned intellectual property trial lawyer who has 
successfully represented clients in District Courts across the 
United States, the US International Trade Commission and 
international tribunals.

His practice emphasizes patent litigation, representing patent 
owners and accused infringers in cases involving 
telecommunications, semiconductors, software, and biotech 
diagnostics. His experience handling both enforcement and 
defense representations informs his approach to developing 
and deploying successful strategies for his clients.

Find contact information 
for Steve on:
LinkedIn

https://www.linkedin.com/in/steve-akerley-178322b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/steve-akerley-178322b/


Andrei Iancu
Andrei Iancu is Co-Head of the Sullivan & Cromwell’s 
Intellectual Property and Technology Litigation Group and one 
of the leading voices in intellectual property law and innovation 
policy. He is a former Undersecretary of Commerce for 
Intellectual Property and Director of the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO), a position to which he was 
confirmed unanimously by the Senate. Andrei has decades of 
experience representing plaintiffs and defendants in IP matters 
across the technical and scientific spectra, including medical 
devices, genetic testing, therapeutics, the Internet, telephony, 
TV broadcasting, video game systems and computer 
peripherals. 

Find contact information for 
Andrei on:
Sullivan & Cromwell 

https://www.sullcrom.com/Lawyers/Andrei-Iancu
https://www.sullcrom.com/Lawyers/Andrei-Iancu


Teresa Rea
Teresa “Terry” Rea is a consultant with Rea Consulting LLC. She 
is an expert on patent practice and prosecution and has 
testified on many matters. Ms. Rea also consults on IP strategy. 
She was previously a partner in the Intellectual Property Group 
of Crowell  &  Moring LLP in their Washington, DC office and 
was a director with C&M International, Ltd., the international 
trade and investment consulting firm affiliated with Crowell. 
Prior to joining Crowell, Ms. Rea served as Acting Under 
Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property, and Acting 
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO).

Find contact information 
for Terry on:
GW Law 

https://www.law.gwu.edu/teresa-stanek-rea
https://www.law.gwu.edu/randall-r-rader


Update and Statistics on the UPC:  Who is 
using it and what is happening?



Marc Lauzeral
Marc Lauzeral is a lawyer at the Paris Bar and a Unified Patent 
Court Representative. Marc’s practice is focused on complex 
cross-border patent, SPC and trade secrets disputes.

 
Marc has extensive experience at every stage of litigation, from 
preliminary injunction to final hearing, in first instance and in 
appeal before French courts and the Unified Patent Court 
where he advised clients before the French, German and 
Italian Divisions. Before joining Schertenleib, Marc worked as a 
lawyer in a European IP boutique and in the IP/IT department 
of an international law firm. 

 

Find contact information 
for Marc on:
Schertenleib Avocats 

https://www.schertenleib-avocats.com/en/marc-lauzeral
https://www.schertenleib-avocats.com/en/marc-lauzeral


Carl-Alexander Dinges

Carl-Alexander has been admitted to the bar since 2017. He 
represents clients in the areas of patent litigation, trade secret 
litigation and licencing, including SEP litigation and FRAND 
licencing.

Find contact information 
for Carl on:
Bonabry 

https://www.bonabry.de/en/team/carl-alexander-dinges/
https://www.bonabry.de/en/team/carl-alexander-dinges/


Yasmine Azzaoui

Yasmine is admitted to the New York bar since 2020 and to the 
Paris bar since 2021. Her practice covers all questions of 
intellectual property law with a particular focus on patent 
litigation and unfair competition law in the pharmaceutical 
industry. 

Before joining Bonabry, Yasmine worked several years at a 
patent litigation law firm in Paris where she gained experience 
in representing major pharmaceutical, cosmetic and telecom 
companies before French courts.

Find contact information 
for Yasmine on:
Bonabry 

https://www.bonabry.de/en/team/yasmine-azzaoui/
https://www.bonabry.de/en/team/yasmine-azzaoui/


Steve Carlson
Steven C. Carlson is an intellectual property litigator who draws 
upon national and international experience to assist clients 
with a wide range of legal disputes, including patent litigation, 
trade secret matters, and copyright disputes. Armed with a 
keen understanding of the technology that powers his clients’ 
businesses, Mr. Carlson works closely with technology 
companies to protect and promote their unique interests.

Mr. Carlson is a first-chair courtroom litigator whose 
professional experience covers a wide range of technologies, 
including medical devices, semiconductors, chemistry, machine 
learning, genomics, telecommunications, and robotics. He 
practices in state and federal courts around the country and 
recently argued at the Federal Circuit, winning the vacatur of a 
preliminary injunction. 

Find contact information 
for Steve on:
Robins Kaplan 

https://www.robinskaplan.com/professionals/steven-carlson
https://www.robinskaplan.com/professionals/steven-carlson


In-house Counsel’s Views on the UPC



Avi Schwartz
Avi currently serves as VP, IP Counsel at Edwards Lifesciences. 
He is an experienced in-house intellectual property attorney 
who has worked in the medical technology and high tech 
industries. Avi’s experience includes high stakes patent litigation 
in U.S. (e.g. Del., Tex., Cal., ITC) and Europe (e.g. Germany, UK, 
France, Italy), extensive post-grant patent proceedings such as 
inter partes reviews (“IPRs”) at the U.S. Patent Office and patent 
oppositions at the European Patent Office, trademark 
enforcement including C&D letters, trademark oppositions, and 
trademark litigation, and trade secret matters including working 
with the FBI and U.S. Attorney’s Office

Avi is certified to practice before the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, and is a member of the California State Bar.

Find contact information 
for Avi on:
LinkedIn 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/avraham-avi-schwartz-2b4583/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/avraham-avi-schwartz-2b4583/


Mark Schildkraut

Mark currently serves as VP, Chief IP Counsel at Stanley 
Black & Decker. He is a commercially-focused chief IP 
counsel with extensive legal (AM Law 100) and leadership 
experience in intellectual property and cybersecurity, 
across multiple fields including medical devices, life 
sciences, pharmaceuticals, healthcare, instrumentation, 
consumer products, networked products and hi-tech 
appliances. Mark’s expertise includes patents, trade 
secrets, trademarks, litigation, M&A, regulatory, 
technology agreements, software and IP licensing, 
information security, product security, data protection, 
data rights, incident response and privacy (GDPR, HIPAA).

Find contact information 
for Mark on:
LinkedIn 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-schildkraut-970121b2/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-schildkraut-970121b2/


Ari Laakkonen 
Ari has a huge breadth of experience in the electronics, IT and 
telecoms sectors derived from his in-depth technical knowledge from 
experience as both in-house and external legal counsel.

Ari specialises in patent litigation and licensing disputes, especially in 
the electronics and telecoms sectors.  He also advises on general IP, 
licensing and competition law matters including FRAND obligations, 
obligations to license, the quantification of damages and general 
strategic advice. He also advises across all other areas of IP, including 
design right enforcement.

He has represented clients in the UPC, UK courts as well as in 
opposition and appeal proceedings in the European Patent Office, and 
has assisted with coordinating actions in courts elsewhere in Europe, 
the US, Latin America and Asia. Advice on multi-jurisdictional strategy 
is a particular strength.

Find contact information 
for Ari on:
Powell Gilbert 

https://powellgilbert.com/people/ari-laakkonen/
https://powellgilbert.com/people/ari-laakkonen/


A Discussion with UPC Judges



Hon. Klaus Grabinski
Hon. Klaus Grabinski studied law at the Universities of Trier, Geneva 
and Cologne. He passed the 1st and 2nd state examination in 1988 
and 1992. He was a university assistant and received a Doctor Iuris 
from Trier University in 1991.

He served on the German Federal Court of Justice’s 10th Civil Division, 
including as the Deputy Presiding Justice of the Division that has, inter 
alia, jurisdiction on patent litigation matters. Before joining the 
German Federal Court of Justice in 2009, he held a number of judicial 
roles, including as a presiding judge of a patent litigation division at 
the Düsseldorf Regional Court and as a judge at the Düsseldorf Higher 
Regional Court. 

Since November 2022, Klaus Grabinski serves as President of the 
Court of Appeal and chairperson of the Presidium of the Unified 
Patent Court. 

Find contact information 
for Judge Grabinski on:
UPC 

https://www.unifiedpatentcourt.org/en/court/member/klaus-grabinski
https://www.unifiedpatentcourt.org/en/court/member/klaus-grabinski


Hon. Camille Lignieres
Hon. Camille Lignieres joined the Judiciary in 1994 after having 
graduated in Political Science and Private Law. She was in charge of 
civil, commercial and enforcement law matters for 19 years. 

In 2013, she joined the Paris Court of First Instance, in the Chamber 
specialising in Intellectual Property law, where she chaired as 
Presiding Judge of a 3 judge-panel. In 2019, she was appointed at the 
Paris Court of Appeal, in the Economic Law Chamber, in charge of 
Competition and Distribution Law disputes.

Camille is currently a Legally Qualified Judge at UPC Paris local 
division. She is a lecturer at EU Seminars and Conferences such as the 
Circle of European Trademarks' Judges (CET'J), ERA (Trier), UCL IBIL 
(London), Expert patent judges workshops (London, UPC premises), IP 
mock trials (ECTA annual Seminar, Athens), UP and UPC conferences 
(EPO, Munich). 

Find contact information 
for Judge Lignieres on:
UPC 

https://www.unifiedpatentcourt.org/en/court/member/camille-lignieres
https://www.unifiedpatentcourt.org/en/court/member/camille-lignieres


Breakout Session and Reporting:  What Does 
the UPC Mean for the Future of US Patents 

and Patent Litigation?
and

Discussion regarding Breakout Sessions



Carl-Alexander Dinges

Carl-Alexander has been admitted to the bar since 2017. He 
represents clients in the areas of patent litigation, trade secret 
litigation and licencing, including SEP litigation and FRAND 
licencing.

Find contact information 
for Carl on:
Bonabry 

https://www.bonabry.de/en/team/carl-alexander-dinges/
https://www.bonabry.de/en/team/carl-alexander-dinges/


Marc Lauzeral
Marc Lauzeral is a lawyer at the Paris Bar and a Unified Patent 
Court Representative. Marc’s practice is focused on complex 
cross-border patent, SPC and trade secrets disputes.

 
Marc has extensive experience at every stage of litigation, from 
preliminary injunction to final hearing, in first instance and in 
appeal before French courts and the Unified Patent Court 
where he advised clients before the French, German and 
Italian Divisions. Before joining Schertenleib, Marc worked as a 
lawyer in a European IP boutique and in the IP/IT department 
of an international law firm. 

 

Find contact information 
for Marc on:
Schertenleib Avocats 

https://www.schertenleib-avocats.com/en/marc-lauzeral
https://www.schertenleib-avocats.com/en/marc-lauzeral


Rajvinder Jagdev
Rajvinder advises clients on a range of IP matters, particularly in the 
electronics, telecommunications and computer software sectors. He is 
an experienced IP litigator who specialises in advising clients in 
complex patent disputes, particularly in the electronics, 
telecommunications, and software sectors. His technical background 
in computer science and electronics allows him to analyse highly 
complex patents and provide detailed advice to clients and strategic 
coordination in cases of multi-jurisdictional litigation. 

In addition to advising on major patent cases before the UK courts, on 
subjects ranging from Blu-ray technology to medical imaging devices, 
most of Rajvinder’s cases are international in nature.  He has 
significant experience in contributing to key strategic and technical 
decisions in actions before European courts, the US International 
Trade Commission, and the US district courts. 

Find contact information 
for Raj on:
Powell Gilbert 

https://powellgilbert.com/people/rajvinder-jagdev/
https://powellgilbert.com/people/rajvinder-jagdev/


Steve Carlson
Steven C. Carlson is an intellectual property litigator who draws 
upon national and international experience to assist clients 
with a wide range of legal disputes, including patent litigation, 
trade secret matters, and copyright disputes. Armed with a 
keen understanding of the technology that powers his clients’ 
businesses, Mr. Carlson works closely with technology 
companies to protect and promote their unique interests.

Mr. Carlson is a first-chair courtroom litigator whose 
professional experience covers a wide range of technologies, 
including medical devices, semiconductors, chemistry, machine 
learning, genomics, telecommunications, and robotics. He 
practices in state and federal courts around the country and 
recently argued at the Federal Circuit, winning the vacatur of a 
preliminary injunction. 

Find contact information 
for Steve on:
Robins Kaplan 

https://www.robinskaplan.com/professionals/steven-carlson
https://www.robinskaplan.com/professionals/steven-carlson


Jeff Kushan
Jeff Kushan serves as a global coordinator of the Sidley’s national IP 
Litigation practice, and focuses his practice on patent litigation, 
patent appeals, and contested proceedings before the Patent Trial 
and Appeal Board (PTAB).

Jeff has represented companies in district court litigation involving 
groundbreaking cancer biologics, biosimilar and generic drug 
products under the BPCIA and Hatch-Waxman Act, and a diverse 
array of consumer electronics, software, industrial biotechnology 
and other technologies. Jeff also has an extensive practice 
representing companies before the Patent Trial and Appeal Board — 
he has been lead counsel in more than 225 PTAB proceedings and 
argued more than 25 times before the Board. Jeff also represents 
clients in patent appeals before the Federal Circuit and the Supreme 
Court.

Find contact information 
for Jeff on:
Sidley  

https://www.sidley.com/en/people/k/kushan-jeffrey-p
https://www.sidley.com/en/people/k/kushan-jeffrey-p


Understanding invalidity challenges in 
different forums:  EPO, UPC, and the PTAB 



Yasmine Azzaoui

Yasmine is admitted to the New York bar since 2020 and to the 
Paris bar since 2021. Her practice covers all questions of 
intellectual property law with a particular focus on patent 
litigation and unfair competition law in the pharmaceutical 
industry. 

Before joining Bonabry, Yasmine worked several years at a 
patent litigation law firm in Paris where she gained experience 
in representing major pharmaceutical, cosmetic and telecom 
companies before French courts.

Find contact information 
for Yasmine on:
Bonabry 

https://www.bonabry.de/en/team/yasmine-azzaoui/
https://www.bonabry.de/en/team/yasmine-azzaoui/


Farheena Rasheed
Farheena Y. Rasheed is the Deputy General Counsel for Intellectual 
Property Law and Solicitor at the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO). She leads a team of litigators who represent the USPTO in 
court proceedings relating to intellectual property issues.

Ms. Rasheed joined the Solicitors Office in 2010 as an associate 
solicitor for patent litigation. She has served as the Deputy Solicitor 
since 2019, leading a team of highly skilled professionals and 
overseeing all facets of the office’s work, including representing the 
agency in federal court on patent and trademark matters and 
defending the agency against high-stakes statutory, regulatory, and 
constitutional challenges.

Beyond the role of chief litigator for the USPTO, Ms. Rasheed has 
helped develop USPTO rules and guidelines, shaping IP policy across 
the federal government.

Find contact information 
for Farheena on:
USPTO   

https://www.uspto.gov/about-us/farheena-y-rasheed
https://www.uspto.gov/about-us/farheena-y-rasheed
https://www.sidley.com/en/people/k/kushan-jeffrey-p


Alexander Harguth

Alexander has been admitted to the German bar in 1996 and to the 
Paris bar in 1997. He represents clients in the areas of 
telecommunication, computer implemented inventions and 
semiconductors. Find contact information 

for Alexander on:
Bonabry   

https://www.bonabry.de/en/team/dr-alexander-harguth/
https://www.bonabry.de/en/team/dr-alexander-harguth/
https://www.sidley.com/en/people/k/kushan-jeffrey-p


UPC Strategies:  From Venue Selection to 
Injunctions



Ari Laakkonen 
Ari has a huge breadth of experience in the electronics, IT and 
telecoms sectors derived from his in-depth technical knowledge from 
experience as both in-house and external legal counsel.

Ari specialises in patent litigation and licensing disputes, especially in 
the electronics and telecoms sectors.  He also advises on general IP, 
licensing and competition law matters including FRAND obligations, 
obligations to license, the quantification of damages and general 
strategic advice. He also advises across all other areas of IP, including 
design right enforcement.

He has represented clients in the UPC, UK courts as well as in 
opposition and appeal proceedings in the European Patent Office, and 
has assisted with coordinating actions in courts elsewhere in Europe, 
the US, Latin America and Asia. Advice on multi-jurisdictional strategy 
is a particular strength.

Find contact information 
for Ari on:
Powell Gilbert 

https://powellgilbert.com/people/ari-laakkonen/
https://powellgilbert.com/people/ari-laakkonen/


Marc Lauzeral
Marc Lauzeral is a lawyer at the Paris Bar and a Unified Patent 
Court Representative. Marc’s practice is focused on complex 
cross-border patent, SPC and trade secrets disputes.

 
Marc has extensive experience at every stage of litigation, from 
preliminary injunction to final hearing, in first instance and in 
appeal before French courts and the Unified Patent Court 
where he advised clients before the French, German and 
Italian Divisions. Before joining Schertenleib, Marc worked as a 
lawyer in a European IP boutique and in the IP/IT department 
of an international law firm. 

 

Find contact information 
for Marc on:
Schertenleib Avocats 

https://www.schertenleib-avocats.com/en/marc-lauzeral
https://www.schertenleib-avocats.com/en/marc-lauzeral


Alexander Harguth

Alexander has been admitted to the German bar in 1996 and to the 
Paris bar in 1997. He represents clients in the areas of 
telecommunication, computer implemented inventions and 
semiconductors. Find contact information 

for Alexander on:
Bonabry   

https://www.bonabry.de/en/team/dr-alexander-harguth/
https://www.bonabry.de/en/team/dr-alexander-harguth/
https://www.sidley.com/en/people/k/kushan-jeffrey-p


Thank you for joining us.

Connect with BCLT on our website and on LinkedIn

https://www.law.berkeley.edu/research/bclt/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/berkeley-center-for-law-technology

