
‭FAQs for the Race + Law & the Public Interest and Social Justice‬
‭Certificate‬

‭1.‬ ‭Can I email the Henderson Center to ask for a variance request‬‭before‬‭submitting my‬
‭application?‬‭No. We do not pre-approve or consider‬‭variance requests before‬
‭applications are submitted. Please include your variance request in the application,‬
‭there is a dedicated section to explain any variances you are requesting and provide‬
‭alternative requirements.‬

‭2.‬ ‭When can I expect to receive information regarding the approval or denial of my application?‬
‭We do not approve applications before the final deadline. All applications will be‬
‭reviewed after the final deadline. However, you will receive confirmation that we‬
‭received your application and supporting materials when you submit them. You will‬
‭receive notice of your approval or denial of your application no later than Mid-April.‬

‭3.‬ ‭Can I edit my application after submitting?‬‭Yes, as‬‭long as the final deadline has not‬
‭passed.‬

‭4.‬ ‭Can I submit a late application?‬‭NO. We have administrative timelines to work against in‬
‭Spring so we will not accept late applications unless there are extenuating‬
‭circumstances.‬

‭5.‬ ‭What if I have questions about the course requirements?‬‭Please refer to the certificate‬
‭qualifications‬‭here‬‭first, along with confirming that‬‭the course you are listing falls‬
‭into the necessary category or subcategory (Public Interest & Social Justice/ Race and‬
‭Law) via the schedule of classes. If you are still unsure of your requirements, you may‬
‭clarify your requirements and inputs‬‭in‬‭the application‬‭form. As a last resort, you may‬
‭email the Henderson Center at‬‭henderson.center@law.berkeley.edu‬‭.‬

‭6.‬ ‭Can I use the same course requirements that I listed for the PISJ Certificate for the R+L‬
‭Certificate?‬‭Yes! You may use the same courses to‬‭fulfill both certificate requirements.‬

‭7.‬ ‭How can I best prepare to apply?‬‭We recommend you‬‭look at the application when it‬
‭opens. Get familiar with the requirements and pull all necessary information together‬
‭before sitting down to complete the application.‬

‭8.‬ ‭What if my writing requirement was fulfilled with clinical work and contains confidential‬
‭information?‬‭Please do NOT submit this work with sensitive‬‭information! Instead we‬
‭ask that you email your supervising attorney and include the Henderson Center’s‬
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‭email and ask your supervising attorney to confirm that your writing requirement‬
‭was fulfilled. You may use‬‭this template‬‭for confirmation.‬

‭9.‬ ‭Will the certificate be noted on my transcript?‬‭Yes,‬‭the certificate will be noted on your‬
‭official transcript.‬

‭10.‬ ‭When will I receive my certificate?‬‭Certificate recipients can pick up their printed‬
‭certificate from the Henderson Center the week of the Public Interest and Pro Bono‬
‭Graduation held in May. If you are not able to attend, please contact the Henderson‬
‭Center to arrange for the certificate to be sent to you via Fed Ex.‬
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