
June 16th, 2025

Continuing Student Scholarship - Information Session



Welcome continuing students!
We're here to walk you through the 
Continuing Student Scholarship 
(CSS) process — what it is, how to 

apply, and how to make your 
application stand out.

💛 With Oski cheering you on, we hope 
this session makes things a little 
clearer — and a lot more doable!



Timeline 

Early August – Awards posted in CalCentral

June 16 – Application opened today!

July 7th - Application closes and review period begins

Early August – Award decisions emailed to students



Continuing Student Scholarships

● Identify students who match donor intent and show clear dedication to Berkeley Law and 
their legal interests

● Funded by restricted, donor-specific scholarships



Award Details

● Amount: ~$2,000 to ~$20,000

● Awards are for one year

● Total awards: ~50–60

● Can be highly competitive

● Selection based on eligibility, essay quality, and applicant pool (~100–200 applicants)



Eligibility and Criteria

Varies by scholarship

Common criteria:

● Academic or career focus in a legal field
● Demonstrated financial need
● Involvement in Berkeley Law community



Essay Overview
● General scholarship essay
● Scholarship specific essay

Select up to two of five prompts (i.e., Harry Falik PI Scholarship + General, or Harry Falik PI 
Scholarship + Sheharbano Sangji Scholarship)
Essay Length: 400–750 words
Must include:
- Your name
- Name of the scholarship
Evaluation includes:
Clear answers to prompts
Grammar & spelling
Specific, genuine connection to Berkeley Law and legal interests



Demonstrating Commitment

If the scholarship requires a commitment to a specific area of law, describe participation in one or 
more of the following and how it relates to the specific area of law required for the scholarship:

○ Summer internships
○ A clinic relevant to a specific field
○ Pro Bono or Student Initiated Legal Service Projects (SLPS)
○ Externships or Field Placement
○ Extracurriculars (these can include clubs, student organizations, Berkeley Law journals, 

mock trial, etc.). 
○ Relevant coursework
○ Research 



General Scholarship Essays

● Focus on involvement in and contributions to the broader law school community

● Highlight leadership, mentorship, inclusion efforts, or service



FAQs

How does receiving a CSS impact my overall financial aid?

● Stackable with other Berkeley Law Gift Aid
● If borrowing loans, must stay within COA for total aid

○ May need to reduce grad plus loan eligibility, or
○ Submit a Cost of Attendance Adjustment (COAAR)

How is need determined in the review?

● All need-based scholarships will be determined by the combination of Supplemental Gift Aid 
(SGA) Application, Estimated Financial Contribution from FAFSA, and your essay statement.



Best of luck with your application!

● Competitive application process - not all 
submissions will result in a CSS award

● We encourage authenticity and clarity in your 
writing

● Use this opportunity to reflect and shine a light 
on your journey

● Reach out if you have questions


