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* Specialized divisions for patent adjudication at Tokyo
and Osaka District Court

* Patent validity can be challenged at JPO Trial and
Appeals Department (TAD) or at Tokyo / Osaka District
Court

* Decisions subject to de novo review by Intellectual
Property High Court (IP High Court)
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Technical Expertise

 Generally decisions by three-member panels

 While at the IP Divisions of the District Court or at the IP High
Court, judges hear only IP cases

* Butjudges rotate every three years

* Judges who like IP tend to come back, but only limited number
of positions

* Routine use of Judicial Research Officials and Technical Advisors
to support judges understanding of relevant technology
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1: Plaintiff’s Attorney; 2: Technical Advisor; 3: Judge; 4: Judicial Research Official; 6: Clerk
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2: Technical Advisor; 3: Judge; 4: Judicial Research Official; 5: Defendant’s Attorney; 6: Clerk
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|’00| of Technical Advisors
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m University Professors m Patent Attorneys

m Researchers at Public Institutions m Researcher at Private Companies
About 200; breakdown by background as of August 2023
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