
European Patent 
Office (EPO) 

Appeal Courts
(3 judges)

Federal Patent Court
(Munich) 

(4 or 5 judges)

Enlarged Board of 
Appeal 

Federal Court of Justice
(5 judges)

Technical Board of 
Appeal

(3 members)

District Courts
(3 judges)

Patent 
Division

(3 members)

Opposition Division
(3 members)

Infringement
Action

Nullity
Action
(German or 

German part of a 
European patent)

Opposition
(9 months after 

grant of a 
German patent)

Opposition
(9 months after grant of a 

European patent)

Appeal Appeal
Appeal

(restricted 
de novo)

Referal or 
Review

Review
after leave

Review
after leave

Germany

1



European Patent 
Office (EPO) 

Enlarged Board of 
Appeal 

Technical Board of 
Appeal

(3 members)

Opposition Division
(3 members)

Opposition
(9 months after grant of a 

European patent)

Appeal

Referal or 
Review

2

Court of Appeal
(5 judges)

Court of First Instance
Central/Local/Regional Divisions

(3 or 4 judges)

Infringement 
Action 

Counterclaim 
for revocation 

Revocation 
Action

Appeal


