UC Berkeley Law

Public Interest Scholars
Application

e Submit a complete Berkeley Law JD application for admission
» Include a 1-2 page statement addressing this prompt:

Knowing the challenges that can come with pursuing a public
interest legal career, what drives you toward your goals, and how
do you plan to make a meaningful impact with your legal degree?

Deadline
« December 15, 2026 for Regular Decision applicants

« November 17, 2026 for Binding Early Decision applicants
The latest LSAT accepted for Pl Scholarship review is November 2026

Factors
e Dedication to public interest or public service prior to law school
o« Commitment to public interest work during 1L and 2L summers and
post-graduation
e Demonstration of leadership and initiative
» Likelihood of making a lasting impact on Berkeley Law’s community

Decisions
o Typically made by February

Benefits

 Full tuition scholarship + fees & SHIP health insurance

The Public Interest Scholarship covers full tuition and fees for both residents and
non-residents in 1L. In 2L and 3L, the scholarship covers resident tuition and fees.

« Community of other scholars, staff, faculty, alumni, and
practitioners

e Mentorship opportunities

e Funding for professional development

https://www.law.berkeley.edu/admissions/jd/financial-aid/types-of-aid/

scholarships/entering-student-scholarships/public-interest-scholars/
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