
• Race was founded on the combined characteristics of complexion, 
hair, and skull. 

• No one includes the white or Caucasian race with the Mongolian or 
yellow race. 

• Persons of the Mongolian race are not entitled to be admitted as 
citizens of the United States. 

• No one of those classifications recognizing color as one of the 
distinguishing characteristics includes the Mongolian in the white or 
whitish race.

• The words Indian, Negro, Black and White, are generic terms, 
designating race.  Therefore, Chinese and all other people not white 
are prohibited from bearing witness against Whites. 
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terms



at least four types of racism

internalized – within an individual

interpersonal – between individuals

institutional – within institutions and systems of power

structural – among institutions and across society



race = construct





• In 1902, the Washington Supreme Court denied Mr. Yamashita 
admission to the Washington bar, holding that he was not a U.S. citizen 
and thus could not be admitted to practice, explaining that:  

• (1) “[w]hen the naturalization law was enacted the word ‘white,’ 
applied to race, commonly referred to the Caucasian race”; 

• (2) race was “founded on the combined characteristics of 
complexion, hair, and skull”; 

• (3) “no one includes the white or Caucasian race with the 
Mongolian or yellow race; and no one of those classifications 
recognizing color as one of the distinguishing characteristics 
includes the Mongolian in the white or whitish race”; and 

• (4) the exclusion of individuals of Japanese ancestry “must be taken 
to express a settled national will.”  In re Takuji Yamashita, 30 Wn. 
234, 237-39, 70 P. 482 (1902) (emphasis added).





• In 1890, the California Supreme Court denied Hong Yen Chang 
admission to the California bar, holding that he was not a United 
States citizen and thus could not be admitted to practice, 
explaining that:

• “persons of the Mongolian race are not entitled to be admitted as 
citizens of the United States”; and

• “[w]e have no doubt about the correctness of this ruling.”  In re Hong, 24 
P. 156, 157 (Cal. 1890).
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another Mallery concurrence 
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