
 
 
 

The Honorable Charles R. Breyer 
Judge of the United States District Court 

for the Northern District of California 
  
  
Judge Breyer received his AB in 1963 from Harvard College and his JD in 1966 from UC                 
Berkeley School of Law. Upon graduation from law school, he clerked for Oliver J. Carter, chief                
judge, U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California. He then served as an assistant                
district attorney in San Francisco until 1973, when he was appointed assistant special prosecutor,              
Watergate Special Prosecution Force. He entered private practice in 1974, specializing in the             
defense of white-collar criminal cases. He was appointed to the U.S. District Court, Northern              
District of California, in 1997 by President Clinton. In 2011, he was appointed by the Chief                
Justice of the United States to serve on the Judicial Panel on Multi-District Litigation. He was                
appointed by President Obama (with the consent of the Senate) in 2012 to serve as Vice                
Chairman of the United States Sentencing Commission, and re-appointed in 2017 by President             
Trump. Since 1997, Judge Breyer has advised the governments of Egypt, India, Malaysia,             
Thailand, Turkey, and Ukraine on criminal justice and civil case management issues. In October              
2018 he received the prestigious Devitt Award, the highest honor bestowed upon a United States               
Article III federal judge. 
 


