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SUBJECT 

ELIMINATING JUVENILE JUSTICE FEES TO SUPPORT REHABILITATIVE 
GOALS FOR YOUTH AND FAMILIES (DISTRICTS: ALL) 

OVERVIEW 
Nationally, researchers estimate one million youth appear before juvenile courts each year, 
acquiring debts for costs such as days in custody, legal assistance, and community supervision, 
among others. Locally, about 9, 100 families are affected by these fees. Juvenile fees can negatively 
impact families by focusing their priorities on paying back local governments instead of supporting 
their child's ability to quickly and successfully complete their probation terms. It's critical that 
families play a positive role in their child's rehabilitation efforts and strengthen their ability to 
permanently exit the justice system. These fees impact the County of San Diego's rehabilitative 
goals for youth and families, many of whom already live below the poverty line. The debt follows 
families well after the child's offense and term of probation is completed, affecting their ability to 
invest in basic needs such as education and healthcare, or financially preparing their child for life 
as an adult. The long-term consequences of these outstanding debts further exacerbate conditions 
of poverty for not only the affected families but for their surrounding community and can lead to 
further unintended costs to society. 

In 2017, the San Diego County Probation Department, at the Board of Supervisors approval, began 
working with Georgetown University's Center for Juvenile Justice Reform (CJJR) to align our 
local juvenile justice systems operations to national best practices of family restoration, youth 
rehabilitation, and developing a positive youth development philosophy. National experts find that 
juvenile debt correlates with a greater likelihood of recidivism or reoffending rates and is 
counterproductive to supporting families while protecting public safety. Collecting this 
outstanding debt has no positive impact on public safety and does not support the rehabilitation of 
our youth, hindering the families' ability to positively invest in their child and the community. 

The Board of Supervisors has supported the County of San Diego's efforts to move toward a 
positive youth development model in our juvenile justice system and Chairman Cox highlighted 
this proposal in his State of the County Address. The County of San Diego spends one dollar for 
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