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“What Would Mama Do? Save Our Sons and Daughters
and Anti-Violence Organizing Among Black Mothers of
Murdered Children in 1980s Detroit”
This paper explores the formation of Save Our Sons and Daughters (SOSAD) and the
work of Clementine Barfield in the 1980 and 1990s. In 1986, two of Clementine Barfield’s
sons were shot while passengers in a car driven by their older brother. The youngest of
the siblings was killed on impact and the other son sustained lifelong injuries. The death
of Derick Barfield was the beginning of an organized campaign against youth violence that
would extend well into the 1990s and continues to shape organizing among mothers in
Detroit and nationally. This paper is an early writing of a larger book project that takes up
the question of how we understand activism among black mothers of murdered children
as both historical and current forms political work in the context of the role of race and
gender in U.S. politics. I focus on activism as both the move from grief to politics and the
impact of these mothers on the political landscape in which they are active. Women’s use
of their identity as mothers to effect change or as a mobilizing tool is not a new
phenomenon in the U.S. or globally, but the political construction of black motherhood has
been fraught with arguments of pathology and in need of reform since its nascence in
chattel slavery. Little scholarly attention has been given to this particular type of activism
among black women and how it challenges our understanding of black motherhood and
politics.
Professor Prices’s paper is available online at our website and in hard copy at the Center.
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