Toleration and Its Limits http:/site.ebrary.com/lib/berkeley/docPrint.action?encrypted=3 1b0e...

TOLERATION AND
ITS LIMITS

Edited by

Melissa S. Williams
and

Jeremy Waldron

R

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY PRESS e New York and London

Williams, Melissa S. (Editor); Waldron, Jeremy (Editor). Toleration and Its Limits.

New York, NY, USA: New York University Press (NYU Press), 2008. p v.
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/berkeley/Doc?id=10268996&ppg=6

Copyright © 2008. New York University Press (NYU Press). All rights reserved.

May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except fair uses permitted under
U.S. or applicable copyright law.

1ofl 2/8/2013 10:53 AM




Toleration and Its Limits http://site.ebrary.com/lib/berkeley/docPrint.action?encrypted=61333...

7

FORBEARANT AND ENGAGED
TOLERATION: A COMMENT
ON DAVID HEYD

KATHRYN ABRAMS

1. INTRODUCTION

I will begin with a confession: on first reading, Profcssor Heyd's
chapter left me largely perplexed. It was casy to admire the clarity
and analytic precision of his conception, but more difficult to
know how to engage it. Part of the issuc was the stringency of his
predominantly philosophical or normative approach to defining
tolcration: it had the puzzling cffect of cvacuating tolcration of
many of the characteristics I was most inclined to associatc with it.
The trecatment of politically marginalized scxual, racial, or cthnic
minoritics—which has, to my mind, the potential to raisc paradig-
matic issues of tolcration—was presumptively excluded, on the
ground that there was no basis for legitimate moral objection to
such groups, so the restraint of such objection did not constitutc
tolcrance. Complicating this problem was the abstraction of Pro-
fessor Heyd's formulation. His affirmative account, of a cognitive
shift from an act-focused to an agent-focused analysis, was only in-
frequently embellished by examples of acts and actors to which
his version of tolcration would apply.!

The resulting perplexity sent me into the recent literature on
tolcration, where 1 made an interesting discovery: the sensc of
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