Civil Procedure § 2 (Law 200F), Fall 2012
Professor Bradt
Books and First Assignment
Welcome to Civil Procedure. For this class, you’ll need to purchase three
books: (1) Geoffrey C. Hazard, et al., Pleading and Procedure: State and Federal
(10th ed. 2009) (the “casebook”); (2) the 2012 Supplement to the casebook (the
“supplement”), and (3) Kevin M. Clermont, Federal Rules of Civil Procedure (2012
ed.) (the “rulebook”). Please bring all three books to the first class, and be sure to
purchase the correct editions, as things tend to change a great deal.
For the first class, please read:
1. The handout on Course Policies and Expectations (available on b-space).
2. Casebook pages 1-19. Consider this background reading. There’s a lot of
information in this section, and I won’t quiz you on the particulars. The
important thing is to get a feel for how a lawsuit proceeds from beginning to
end. We’ll return to these materials when we start to focus in depth on the
phases of the lawsuit. Please do, however, pay close attention to the note on
the structure of the court system on pages 15-19—a basic understanding of
this will be crucial, especially in the first month of this class.
3. Rulebook p. 19: Federal Rule of Civil Procedure (FRCP) 1.
4. Casebook 47-61: Notes on the Adversary System, and United States v.
Kubrick. Please read Kubrick closely. As you do, please consider the
following questions:
a. What specific legal question is the Court deciding in this case?
b. On what points do the majority and dissenters agree, and on what
points do they disagree? What are they fighting over here?
c. What reasons do Justice White and Justice Stevens give for their
different conclusions? Which ones are most persuasive?
I’m looking forward to meeting you all soon.

