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First Assignment 
 
Welcome back!   
 
Below are the assignments for the first two classes on January 11 and 12.   
 
Except as noted, all readings are in Henkin et al., Human Rights (2d ed. 2009).  Readings to be posted on 
bSpace are labeled “bSpace,” and documents available in the Supplement are labeled “supplement.”  
Please note that if you choose not to purchase the Supplement, you are required to independently 
access, read, and bring to each class the assigned documents.  
 
For those of you who have not yet purchased the required casebook (Henkin et al., Human Rights (2d 
ed. 2009)), copies of the pages assigned for the first two classes are available outside my office (423 
North Addition).  I also have attached below copies of the documents that are available in the 
supplement and on bSpace. 
 
Assignments 

 
1/11 The Idea of Human Rights 

 
Antecedents and Theories:   

- 42–46 
- 135–41 (stop at end of Henkin excerpt) 

Universality and Cultural Relativism:  
- 153–59 
- 168–74 (start at Cultural Relativism heading, skip notes at end of Kausikan 

excerpt) 
- U.N. Charter preamble & articles 1, 55, 56 (supplement) 
- skim Universal Declaration of Human Rights (supplement) 

1/12 Introduction to the International Law of Human Rights 
 
Treaties 

- 198 (bottom)–202 (skip notes) 
- skim Genocide Convention (supplement) and Selected Reservations (bSpace) 
- 205–08 and note 1 
- 210 
- 211 (start at Responsibility heading)–20 

Custom:   
- 239 (bottom)–44 

Non-binding Norms:   
- 245 (bottom)–46 

 
NOTE:  Students with no background in international law should also read 190–98 
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CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS

WE THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS
DETERMINED

to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our life-
time has brought untold sorrow to mankind, and

to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the
human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and
small, and

to establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations arising
from treaties and other sources of international law can be maintained, and

to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom,

AND FOR THESE ENDS

to practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another as good
neighbors, and

to unite our strength to maintain international peace and security, and

to ensure, by the acceptance of principles and the institution of methods, that

armed force shall not be used, save in the common interest, and

to employ international machinery for the promotion of the economic and social

advancement of all peoples,

HAVE RESOLVED TO COMBINE OUR EFFORTS

TO ACCOMPLISH THESE AIMS.

Accordingly, our respective Governments, through representatives assembled in
the city of San Francisco, who have exhibited their full powers found to be in good
and due form, have agreed to the present Charter of the United Nations and do
hereby establish an international organization to be known as the United Nations.



CHAPTER I
PURPOSES AND PRINCIPLES

Article 1

The Purposes of the United Nations are:
1. To maintain international peace and se-

curity, and to that end: to take effective collec-
tive measures for the prevention and removal of
threats to the peace, and for the suppression of
acts of aggression or other breaches of the peace,
and to bring about by peaceful means, and in con-
formity with the principles of justice and inter-
national law, adjustment or settlement of inter-
national disputes or situations which might lead
to a breach of the peace;

2. To develop friendly relations among nations
based on respect for the principle of equal rights
and self-determination of peoples, and to take
other appropriate measures to strengthen univer-
sal peace;

3. To achieve international cooperation in
solving international problems of an economic,
social, cultural, or humanitarian character, and in
promoting and encouraging respect for human
rights and for fundamental freedoms for all with-
out distinction as to race, sex, language, or re-
ligion; and

4. To be a center for harmonizing the actions
of nations in the attainment of these common ends.

Article 2

The Organization and its Members, in pursuit
of the Purposes stated in Article 1, shall act in
accordance with the following Principles.

1. The Organization is based on the principle
of the sovereign equality of all its Members.

2. All Members, in order to ensure to all of
them the rights and benefits resulting from mem-
bership, shall fulfil in good faith the obligations
assumed by them in accordance with the present
Charter.

3. All Members shall settle their international

disputes by peaceful means in such a manner that
international peace and security, and justice, are
not endangered.

4. All Members shall refrain in their interna-
tional relations from the threat or use of force
against the territorial integrity or political inde-
pendence of any state, or in any other manner
inconsistent with the Purposes of the United
Nations.

5. All Members shall give the United Nations
every assistance in any action it takes in accord-
ance with the present Charter, and shall refrain
from giving assistance to any state against which
the United Nations is taking preventive or enforce-
ment action.

6. The Organization shall ensure that states
which are not Members of the United Nations act
in accordance with these Principles so far as may
be necessary for the maintenance of international
peace and security.

7. Nothing contained in the present Charter
shall authorize the United Nations to intervene in
matters which are essentially within the domestic
jurisdiction of any state or shall require the Mem-
bers to submit such matters to settlement under
the present Charter; but this principle shall not
prejudice the application of enforcement meas-
ures under Chapter VII.

CHAPTER II
MEMBERSHIP

Article 3

The original Members of the United Nations
shall be the states which, having participated in
the United Nations Conference on International
Organization at San Francisco, or- having previ-
ously signed the Declaration by United Nations
of January 1,1942, sign the present Charter and
ratify it in accordance with Article 110.



her of the United Nations, until the Security Coun-
cil has taken the measures necessary to maintain
international peace and security. Measures taken
by Members in the exercise of this right of self-
defense shall be immediately reported to the Se-
curity Council and shall not in any way affect the
authority and responsibility of the Security Coun-
cil under the present Charter to take at any time
such action as it deems necessary in order to main-
tain or restore international peace and security.

CHAPTER VIII
REGIONAL ARRANGEMENTS

Article 52

1. Nothing in the present Charter precludes
the existence of regional arrangements or agen-
cies for dealing with such matters relating to the
maintenance of international peace and security
as are appropriate for regional action, provided
that such arrangements or agencies and their ac-
tivities are consistent with the Purposes and Prin-
ciples of the United Nations.

2. The Members of the United Nations enter-
ing into such arrangements or constituting such
agencies shall make every effort to achieve pacific
settlement of local disputes through such re-
gional arrangements or by such regional agencies
before referring them to the Security Council.

3. The Security Council shall encourage the
development of pacific settlement of local dis-
putes through such regional arrangements or by
such regional agencies either on the initiative of
the states concerned or by reference from the
Security Council.

4. This Article in no way impairs the applica-
tion of .Articles 34 and 35.

Article 53

1. The Security Council shall, where appro-
priate, utilize such regional arrangements or

agencies for enforcement action Under its author-
ity. But no enforcement action shall be taken
under regional arrangements or by regional agen-
cies without the authorization of the Security
Council* with the exception of measures against
any enemy state, as defined in paragraph 2 of
this Article, provided for pursuant to Article
107 or in regional arrangements directed against
renewal of aggressive policy on the part of any
such state, until such time as the Organization
may, on request of the Governments concerned,
be charged with the responsibility for preventing
further aggression by such a state.

2. The term enemy state as used in paragraph
1 of this Article applies to any state which during
the Second World War has been an enemy of any
signatory of the present Charter.

Article 54

The Security Council shall at all times be kept
fully informed of activities undertaken or in con-
templation under regional arrangements or by
regional agencies for the maintenance of inter-
national peace and security.

CHAPTER IX
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC AND

SOCIAL COOPERATION

Article 55

With a view to the creation of conditions of
stability and well-being which are necessary for
peaceful and friendly relations among nations
based on respect for the principle of equal rights
and self-determination of peoples, the United
Nations shall promote:

a. higher standards of living, full employ-
ment, and conditions of economic and social
progress and development;

b. solutions of international economic, so-
cial, health, and related problems; and inter-
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national cultural and educational cooperation;
and

c. universal respect for, and observance of,
human rights and fundamental freedoms for
all without distinction as to race, sex, language,
or religion.

Article 56

All Members pledge themselves to take joint
and separate action in cooperation with the Or-
ganization for the achievement of the purposes set
forth in Article 55.

Article 57

1. The various specialized agencies, estab-
lished by intergovernmental agreement and hav-
ing wide international responsibilities, as defined
in their basic instruments, in economic, social,
cultural, educational, health, and related fields,
shall be brought into relationship with the United
Nations in accordance with the provisions of
Article 63.

2. Such agencies thus brought into relation-
ship with the United Nations are hereinafter re-
ferred to as specialized agencies.

Article 58

The Organization shall make recommendations
for the coordination of the policies and activities
of the specialized agencies.

Article 59

The Organization shall, where appropriate,
initiate negotiations among the states concerned
for the creation of any new specialized agencies
required for the accomplishment of the purposes
set forth in Article 55.

Article 60

Responsibility for the discharge of the func-
tions of the Organization set forth in this Chap-
ter shall be vested in the General Assembly and,
under the authority of the General Assembly, in

12

the Economic and Social Council, which shall
have for this purpose the powers set forth in
Chapter X.

CHAPTER X
THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

Composition
Article 61

1. The Economic and Social Council shall con-
sist of eighteen Members of the United Nations
elected by the General Assembly.

2. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 3,
six members of the Economic and Social Council
shall be elected each year for a term of three years.
A retiring member shall be eligible for immediate
re-election.

3. At the first election, eighteen members of
the Economic and Social Council shall be chosen.
The term of office of six members so chosen shall
expire at the end of one year, and of six other
members at the end of two years, in accordance
with arrangements made by the General Assembly.

4. Each member of the Economic and Social
Council shall have one representative.

Functions and Powers
Article 62

1. The Economic and Social Council may make
or initiate studies and reports with respect to inter-
national economic, social, cultural, educational,
health, and related matters and may make recom-
mendations with respect to any such matters to the
General Assembly, to the Members of the United
Nations, and to the specialized agencies concerned.

2. It may make recommendations for the pur-
pose of promoting respect for, and observance of,
human rights and fundamental freedoms for all.

3. It may prepare draft conventions for sub-
mission to the General Assembly, with respect to
matters falling within its competence.



 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

Preamble 

Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable 

rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice 

and peace in the world,  

Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous 

acts which have outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world 

in which human beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom 

from fear and want has been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common 

people,  

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last 

resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be 

protected by the rule of law,  

Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations between 

nations,  

Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their 

faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person 

and in the equal rights of men and women and have determined to promote 

social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom,  

Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in cooperation 

with the United Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and observance of 

human rights and fundamental freedoms,  

Whereas a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the 

greatest importance for the full realization of this pledge,  

Now, therefore,  

The General Assembly,  

Proclaims this Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a common standard of 

achievement for all peoples and all nations, to the end that every individual and 

every organ of society, keeping this Declaration constantly in mind, shall strive by 

 



 

teaching and education to promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by 

progressive measures, national and international, to secure their universal and 

effective recognition and observance, both among the peoples of Member States 

themselves and among the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction.  

Article I  

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are 

endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a 

spirit of brotherhood.  

Article 2  

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, 

without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, 

political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.  

Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the political, 

jurisdictional or international status of the country or territory to which a person 

belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or under any other 

limitation of sovereignty.  

Article 3  

Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.  

Article 4  

No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be 

prohibited in all their forms.  

Article 5  

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 

or punishment.  

 



 

Article 6  

Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law.  

Article 7  

All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal 

protection of the law. All are entitled to equal protection against any 

discrimination in violation of this Declaration and against any incitement to such 

discrimination.  

Article 8  

Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tribunals 

for acts violating the fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by law.  

Article 9  

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.  

Article 10  

Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent 

and impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations and of any 

criminal charge against him.  

Article 11  

1. Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed 

innocent until proved guilty according to law in a public trial at which he 

has had all the guarantees necessary for his defence.  

2. No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any act or 

omission which did not constitute a penal offence, under national or 

international law, at the time when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier 

 



 

penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time the penal 

offence was committed.  

Article 12  

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home 

or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and reputation. Everyone has 

the right to the protection of the law against such interference or attacks.  

Article 13  

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the 

borders of each State.  

2. Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to 

return to his country.  

Article 14  

1. Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from 

persecution.  

2. This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely 

arising from non-political crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes and 

principles of the United Nations.  

Article 15  

1. Everyone has the right to a nationality.  

2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right to 

change his nationality.  

Article 16  

 



 

1. Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality 

or religion, have the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled 

to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution.  

2. Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the 

intending spouses.  

3. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is 

entitled to protection by society and the State.  

Article 17  

1. Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with 

others.  

2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.  

Article 18  

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right 

includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in 

community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in 

teaching, practice, worship and observance.  

Article 19  

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes 

freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart 

information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.  

Article 20  

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.  

2. No one may be compelled to belong to an association.  

Article 21  

 



 

1. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, 

directly or through freely chosen representatives.  

2. Everyone has the right to equal access to public service in his country.  

3. The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; 

this will shall be expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall 

be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by 

equivalent free voting procedures.  

Article 22  

Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled 

to realization, through national effort and international co-operation and in 

accordance with the organization and resources of each State, of the economic, 

social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free development 

of his personality.  

Article 23  

1. Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and 

favourable conditions of work and to protection against unemployment.  

2. Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for equal 

work.  

3. Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable remuneration 

ensuring for himself and his family an existence worthy of human dignity, 

and supplemented, if necessary, by other means of social protection.  

4. Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection of 

his interests.  

Article 24  

Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable limitation of 

working hours and periodic holidays with pay.  

 



 

Article 25  

1. Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and 

well-being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing 

and medical care and necessary social services, and the right to security 

in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or 

other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.  

2. Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and assistance. All 

children, whether born in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same social 

protection.  

Article 26  

1. Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the 

elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be 

compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be made 

generally available and higher education shall be equally accessible to all 

on the basis of merit.  

2. Education shall be directed to the full development of the human 

personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and 

fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and 

friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further 

the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.  

3. Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be 

given to their children.  

Article 27  

1. Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the 

community, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement and 

its benefits.  

 



 

2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and material interests 

resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic production of which he is the 

author.  

Article 28  

Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and 

freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized.  

Article 29  

1. Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full 

development of his personality is possible.  

2. In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only 

to such limitations as are determined by law solely for the purpose of 

securing due recognition and respect for the rights and freedoms of others 

and of meeting the just requirements of morality, public order and the 

general welfare in a democratic society.  

3. These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the 

purposes and principles of the United Nations.  

Article 30  

Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or 

person any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the 

destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set forth herein.  
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No. 1021. CONVENTION1 ON THE PREVENTION AND 
PUNISHMENT OF THE CRIME OF GENOCIDE. 
ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS ON 9 DECEMBER 1948

THE CONTRACTING PARTIES,

HAVING CONSIDERED the declaration made by the General Assembly of the 
United Nations in its resolution 96 (I) dated 11 December 19462 that genocide 
is a crime under international law, contrary to the spirit and aims of the United 
Nations and condemned by the civilized world ;

RECOGNIZING that at all periods of history genocide has inflicted great 
losses on humanity; and

BEING CONVINCED that, in order to liberate mankind from such an odious 
scourge, international co-operation is required,

HEREBY AGREE AS HEREINAFTER PROVIDED :

1 Came into force on 12 January 1951, the ninetieth day following the date of deposit of the 
twentieth instrument of ratification or accession, in accordance with article XIII.

The following States deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations their instruments 
of ratification or accession on the dates indicated:

Ratifications Accessions
AUSTRALIA ....... 8 July 1949 *EULGARIA ....... 21 July 1950

By a notification received on 8 July 1949 the CAMBODIA ....... 14 October 1950
Government of Australia extended the ap- CEYLON ........ 12 October 1950
plication of the Convention to all terri- COSTA RICA ...... H October 1950
tories for the conduct of whose foreign JORDAN ........ 3 April 1950
relations Australia is responsible. KOREA. ........ 14 October 1950

Czechoslovakia ..... 21 December 1950 LAOS ......... 8 December 1950
ECUADOR. ....... 21 December 1949 MONACO ........ 30 March 1950
EL SALVADOR. ..... 28 September 1950 *POLAND ........ 14 November 1950
ETHIOPIA. ....... 1 July 1949 'ROMANIA. ....... 2 November 1950
FRANCE ........ 14 October 1950 SAUDI ARABIA. ..... 13 July 1950
GUATEMALA ...... 13 January 1950 TURKEY ........ 31 July 1950
HAITI ......... 14 October 1950 VIET-NAM ....... 11 August 1950
ICELAND ........ 29 August 1949
ISRAEL ......... 9 March 1950
LIBERIA ........ 9 June 1950
NORWAY. ....... 22July 1949
PANAMA ........ 11 January 1950

 PHILIPPINES . ...... 7 July 1950
YUGOSLAVIA ...... 29 August 1950

* With reservations. For text of reservations, see pp. 314-322 of this volume. 

a United Nations, document A/64/Add. 1. 31 January 1947.
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Article I
The Contracting Parties confirm that genocide, whether committed in 

time of peace or in time of war, is a crime under international law which they 
undertake to prevent and to punish.

Article II
In the present Convention, genocide means any of the following acts 

committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, 
racial or religious group, as such :

(a) Killing members of the group;
(£) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;
(e) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to 

bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part;
(rf) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group; 
(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.

Article III 
The following acts shall be punishable:

(a) Genocide;
(b) Conspiracy to commit genocide ;
(c) Direct and public incitement to commit genocide; 
(rf) Attempt to commit genocide ; 
(e) Complicity in genocide.

Article IV
Persons committing genocide or any of the other acts enumerated in 

article III shall be punished, whether they are constitutionally responsible 
rulers, public officials or private individuals.

Article V
The Contracting Parties undertake to enact, in accordance with their 

respective Constitutions, the necessary legislation to give effect to the provisions 
of the present Convention and, in particular, to provide effective penalties for 
persons guilty of genocide or of any of the other acts enumerated in article III.

Article VI
Persons charged with genocide or any of the other acts enumerated in 

article III shall be tried by a competent tribunal of the State in the territory
No. I02Z
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of which the act was committed, or by such international penal tribunal as may 
have jurisdiction with respect to those Contracting Parties which shall have 
accepted its jurisdiction.

Article VII
Genocide and the other acts enumerated in article III shall not be con 

sidered as political crimes for the purpose of extradition.
The Contracting Parties pledge themselves in such cases to grant extradi 

tion in accordance with their laws and treaties in force.

Article VIII
Any Contracting Party may call upon the competent organs of the 

United Nations to take such action under the Charter of the United Nations 
as they consider appropriate for the prevention and suppression of acts of 
genocide or any of the other acts enumerated in article III.

Article IX
Disputes between the Contracting Parties relating to the interpretation, 

application or fulfilment of the present Convention, including those relating 
to the responsibility of a State for genocide or for any of the other acts enumer 
ated in article III, shall be submitted to the International Court of Justice 
at the request of any of the parties to the dispute.

Article X
The present Convention, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian 

and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall bear the date of 9 December 1948.

Article XI
The present Convention shall be open until 31 December 1949 for signature 

on behalf of any Member of the United Nations and of any non-member State 
to which an invitation1 to sign has been addressed by the General Assembly.

1 In accordance with resolution 368 (IV) (United Nations, document A/1251, 28 December 
1949), adopted by the General Assembly at its 266th meeting on 3 December 1949, the Secretary- 
General was requested to despatch invitations to sign and ratify or to accede to the Convention..."to 
each non-member State which is or hereafter becomes an active member of one or more of the special 
ized agencies of the United Nations, or which is or hereafter becomes a party to the Statute of the 
International Court of Justice".

Accordingly, invitations were addressed to the following States on the dates indicated below:

6 December 1949 Portugal 31 May 1950
Albania Romania Cambodia
Austria Switzerland Laos
Bulgaria Hashimite Kingdom Viet-Nam
Ceylon of the Jordan
Finland 20 December 1950
Hungary 27 March 1950 Germany
Ireland Indonesia
Italy 28 May 1951
Korea 10 April 1950 Japan
Monaco Liechtenstein

No. 1021
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The present Convention shall be ratified, and the instruments of ratifica 
tion shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

After 1 January 1950 the present Convention may be acceded to on behalf 
of any Member of the United Nations and of any non-member State which 
has received an invitation1 as aforesaid.

Instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations.

Article XII
Any Contracting Party may at any time, by notification addressed to the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations, extend the application of the present 
Convention to all or any of the territories for the conduct of whose foreign 
relations that Contracting Party is responsible.

Article XIII
On the day when the first twenty instruments of ratification or accession 

have been deposited, the Secretary-General shall draw up a procès-verbal* and 
transmit a copy thereof to each Member of the United Nations and to each of 
the non-member States contemplated in article XI.

The present Convention shall come into force on the ninetieth day 
following the date of deposit of the twentieth instrument of ratification or 
accession.

Any ratification or accession effected subsequent to the latter date shall 
become effective on the ninetieth day following the deposit of the instrument 
of ratification or accession.

Article XIV
The present Convention shall remain in effect for a period often years as 

from the date of its coming into force.
It shall thereafter remain in force for successive periods of five years for 

such Contracting Parties as have not denounced it at least six months before 
the expiration of the current period.

Denunciation shall be effected by a written notification addressed to the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article XV
If, as a result of denunciations, the number of Parties to the present Con 

vention should become less than sixteen, the Convention shall cease to be in 
force as from the date on which the last of these denunciations shall become 
effective.

1 See note page 282.
" See p. 312 of this volume.

No. 1021
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Article XVI
A request for the revision of the present Convention may be made at any 

time by any Contracting Party by means of a notification in writing addressed 
to the Secretary-General.

The General Assembly shall decide upon the steps, if any, to be taken in 
respect of such request.

Article XVII
The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall notify all Members of 

the United Nations and the non-member States contemplated in article XI of 
the following:

(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions received in accordance with 
article XI;

(b) Notifications received in accordance with article XII;
(d) The date upon which the present Convention comes into force in 

accordance with article XIII;
(d] Denunciations received in accordance with article XIV;
|V) The abrogation of the Convention in accordance with article XV;
(/) Notifications received in accordance with article XVI.

Article XVIII
The original of the present Convention shall be deposited in the archives 

of the United Nations.

A certified copy of the Convention shall be transmitted to each Member 
of the United Nations and to each of the non-member States contemplated in 
article XI.

Article XIX
The present Convention shall be registered by the Secretary-General of 

the United Nations on the date of its coming into force.
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Selected Reservations 
 
INDIA 
“With reference to article IX of the Convention, the Government of India declares that, for the 
submission of any dispute in terms of this article to the jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice, 
the consent of all the parties to the dispute is required in each case.” 
 
PHILIPPINES 
“. . . . The Philippine Government does not consider [Article IV] as overriding the existing immunities 
from judicial processes guaranteed certain public officials by the Constitution of the Philippines.” 
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