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Professional Experience

BERKELEY LAW, CIVIL JUSTICE RESEARCH INITIATIVE, Berkeley, California.
Founding Executive Director

2016-

Direct a new, multi-unit, independently-funded University center that addresses limits
on the public’s access to the civil justice system through interdisciplinary research.
Oversee all strategic planning, research, operations, communications, and fundraising.
Procure and manage new gifts and grants; over $3 million procured to date.

Recruit and manage Advisory Board members and research fellows; over 30 new
Advisory Board members and over 20 new research fellows recruited to date.
Conceive and direct civil justice symposiums, webinars and lectures; over 20
symposiums, 50 webinars and 8 lectures hosted to date.

Promote the Initiative through public speaking, digital media, and networking.
Conduct and publish research, teach, and perform service to the University and broader
community.

Courses: Complex Litigation, Litigating Class Actions, Law and Social Change, Nonviolent
Civil Disobedience.

Campus activities and dffiliations: Center for the Study of Law and Society; Public Interest

Law Working Group; Undergraduate Research Apprenticeship Sponsor and Awardee;
Campus Working Group on Equality, Equity and Opportunity; Center Directors
Working Group; Faculty Advisor to Student Plaintiff Lawyers Association; 1L
Reading Group.

Professional and Community Service: Law and Society Association Committee Book Prize

and Publication Committees, Peer Reviewer (Law and Social Inquiry, Israel Science
Foundation, Asian Journal of Law and Society, the National Science Foundation, the
Onati Socio-Legal Series, Cambridge University Press, Oxford University Press and
various law reviews), Public Justice Access to Justice Committee, Public Citizen
Student Paper Prize Committee, Greenburger Center for Justice Civil Justice Working
Group, VoteRiders Board of Advisors, Pro bono appellate brief writing, external
tenure and promotion reviews.

EQUAL JUSTICE WORKS, Washington, D.C.
Director of Public Programs.

2015-2016

Managed $8 million+/year in public interest law programming, placing approximately
150 attorneys and over 750 law students across the U.S. each year.

Secured nearly $8 million in federal and private grants.

Developed and procured funding for a new rural legal corps placing an additional 25
attorneys and 125 law students in the field.

Ensured compliance with federal grant requirements, including financial and evidence-
based reporting and evaluations.

Managed relations with host sites, external partners and program participants.
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* Managed program staff, including 13 direct reports.

LoyorA LAw SCHOOL, Los Angeles, California.
2014-2016 Professor from Practice and Associate Director of the Civil Justice Program

*  Developed and taught a new practicum on the civil justice system.

* Convened and led a working group conducting empirical research on local courts.
*  Successfully solicited new major donors and grants.

*  Developed and managed project budgets.

»  Conceptualized and hosted a new symposium leading to publication.

UNIVERSITY OF THE PACIFIC MCGEORGE SCHOOL OF L.Aw, Sacramento, California.
2012-2014 Associate Dean for Scholarship and Professor of Law
2008-2012 Professor of Law
2006-2008 Associate Professor of Law.
2004-2006 Assistant Professor of Law.

* Led teams of faculty and other institutional professionals to advance and promote
scholarship.

*  Oversaw all faculty research and travel funding.

* Developed and implemented significant changes in institutional operations.

* Developed and oversaw academic symposiums, a speaker series, and other faculty
enrichment programs.

Courses: Torts, Civil Procedure, Remedies, Legislation, Jurisprudence,
Seminar on Public Interest Law, Complex Litigation.

Campus activities and dffiliations: Faculty Advisor for the Civil Law Externship Hub,
Distinguished Scholar and Annual Research Awards Committees, Minority Affairs
Committee, Government Affairs Committee, ABA Self Study Committee,
Employment, Promotion and Tenure Committees.

Professional Service: Law and Society Association Program Committee (2005-2006), Law
and Society Association Summer Institute Committee (2004-2005), Law and Society
Association Article Prize Committee (2012), Law and Society Association Wheeler
Mentor Award Committee (2012-13), Public Justice Case Evaluation Committee,
Public Justice Class Action Preservation Project Education and Research
Subcommittee, Public Citizen Pro Bono Senior Advisor, Coalition for Clean Air
Board, VoteRiders Founding Advisor, Operation USA Board, Civil Justice Education
Project (Leadership Committee), pro bono appellate brief writing; peer reviewer (Law
and Society Review, Law and Social Inquiry).

Visiting and Temporary Appointments: Senior Fellow, Columbia Law School, Center for
Gender and Sexuality Law (2011); Visiting Professor, University of Salzburg (2010);
Visiting Scholar, Osgood Hall Law School, York University, Institute for Feminist
Legal Studies (2009); Visiting Associate Professor of Law, Loyola Law School of Los
Angeles (2008-2009); Visiting Professor of Law, New York Law School (2006).

OCCIDENTAL COLLEGE DEPARTMENT OF POLITICS, Los Angeles, California.
2002-2004 Associate Professor.

Courses: Lawyers in American Politics, Law and Society, American Politics,
Constitutional Law, Legislative Politics.
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Public Justice, Washington, D.C.
1991-2001  Staff Attorney, Director of Class Action Litigation Project.

Developed and litigated precedent-setting cases.

Managed and directed litigation teams.

Solicited major gifts and wrote the organization’s first successful cy pres application.
Public speaking on litigation related issues, service on various public interest law
working groups.

Career breaks of varying duration during 1994-1995 and 1996-1998 for personal travel
and graduate school coursework.

BERNABEI & KATZ, Washington, D.C.
1990-1991 Associate. Litigated precedent-setting cases at public interest law firm, including a month
long civil rights trial and serving as lead counsel in a labor arbitration proceeding.

PuBLIC CITIZEN, Washington, D.C.
1988-1990 Staff Attorney. Lobbied members of congress, drafted legislation and policy reports,
testified before Congressional committees.

PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEER, Nepal
1984-1986 Agriculture Extension Agent.

Education

UNIVERSITY Of WASHINGTON, Seattle, Washington.
2003 Ph.D. in Political Science.
1998 M.A. in Political Science.
Dissertation: "Taking on Goliath: Can U.S. Courts Give Workers a Transnational

Voice?”

Committee: Michael W. McCann (chair), Stuart Scheingold, Peter J. May.
Doctoral fields: Public Law, American Politics, Political Theory.

J. Allen Smith Fellowship (1996-1998).

Harry Bridges Center for Labor Studies Research Grants (1998-2000).
Graduate School Dissertation Writing Fellowship (1998-2002).

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND LAW SCHOOL, Baltimore, Maryland.
1988 Admitted to the Maryland Bar.
Bar Admissions: Supreme Court of the United States,
U.S. Courts of Appeals for Third and Fifth Circuits,
U.S. District Court for the District of Maryland.

1988 J.D., with honor.
American Jurisprudence Prizes: Law and Economics, Law in Western Culture.

MOUNT ST. MARY’S UNIVERSITY, Emmitsburg, Maryland.
1983 B.A. summa cum laude in Political Science (graduated in 3 years).
The Edward J. Flanagan Memorial Prize (awarded to the student who best represents
the university’s traditions in scholarship, conduct, and leadership).



Publications
Books

Research Handbook on Civil Justice. Edward Elgar Publishing (2025)(ed. with David Engel and Richard
Jolly).

Injury and Injustice: The Cultural Politics of Harm and Redress. Cambridge University Press (2018)(ed.
with David Engel and Michael McCann).

Articles, Book Chapters, Reviews, and White Papers

“The Impact of Tort Reform in the United States,” 21 Annual Review of Law and Social Science 415-429
(2025).

“The Politics of Civil Justice: From Roscoe Pound to Contemporary Debates” (with Michael McCann) in
Research Handbook on Civil Justice. Edward Elgar Publishing (2025)(edited with David Engel & Richard
Jolly).

“Introduction: The Emergence of Civil Justice as a Legal Field” (with David Engel and Richard Jolly) in
Research Handbook on Civil Justice. Edward Elgar Publishing (2025)(edited with David Engel and
Richard Jolly).

The Civil Legal Aid Crisis in Eviction Cases: Options and Opportunities, RAND Corporation, Santa
Monica, CA (2025) (with Bethany Saunders-Medina, Adriana Temprano, Nicholas Pace, and Jamie
Morikawa).

“Judicial Gatekeeping, Expert Testimony, and the Future of American Courts,” Forum Paper for State
Appellate Court Judges, National Civil Justice Institute (2023).

“The Future of Injury (Tort Law in the Wake of the Pandemic),” 71 DePaul Law Review 209 (2022)
(Clifford Symposium).

Covid-19 and the Courts: Lessons from the Pandemic, RAND Corporation, Santa Monica, CA (2021) (with
Nicholas M. Pace, Bethany Saunders-Medina, Jamie Morikawa and Sanjana Manjeshwar).

“Injury and Injustice,” 16 Annual Review of Law & Social Science 241-256 (2020).

"Good Injuries" (with Marc Galanter in Injuries and Injustice: The Cultural Politics of Harm and Redress,
Cambridge University Press (2018) (edited with David Engel and Michael McCann).

"Irresponsible Matter: Sublunar Dreams of Injury and Identity,” in Mary Nell Trautner, ed. Insiders,
Outsiders, and Law in the 21* Century: Revisiting “The Oven Bird’s Song.” Cambridge University Press
(2018).

“Edited and Excerpted Transcript of the Symposium on Injury as Cultural Practice,” 28 Pacific McGeorge
Global Business & Development Law Journal 69 (2015).

“Plastic Injuries,” 42 Hofstra Law Review 79 (2014).
“The Radiating Effects of Torts,” 62 DePaul Law Review 229 (2013) (Clifford Symposium).
Book Reviews: “The Measure of Injury” (with Julie Davies), 61 Journal of Legal Education 495 (2012).

“Speaking ‘Truth’ to Biopower,” 41 Southwestern Law Review 241 (2012).
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“Blindsight: How We See Disabilities in Tort Litigation” (with Steven Miller) 86
Washington Law Review 70 (2011).

“Zen and the Art of Tort Litigation,” 2010 Loyola of Los Angeles Law Review 11 (2011).
“To Be Real: Sexual Identity Politics in Tort Litigation,” 88 North Carolina Law Review 357 (2010).

“Regulating Middlesex”, in Faultlines: Tort Law as Cultural Practice. Engel & McCann, eds. Stanford
University Press (2009).

“Practice Style and Legal Mobilization,” 71 Law & Contemporary Problems 1 (2008).

“From Justice to Global Peace: A (Brief) Genealogy of the Class Action Crisis,” 39 Loyola of Los Angeles
Law Review 719 (2006).

“>’Milking the Cash Cow’ and Other Stories: Transnational Workers’ Rights Litigation in the Media,” 30
Vermont Law Review 1 (2006).

“Rupture, Leakage, and Reconstruction: The Body as a Site for Enforcement and Reproduction of Sex-
Based Legal Norms in the Breast Implant Controversy,” 14 Columbia Journal of Gender and the Law 85
(2005).

“Java Jive: Genealogy of a Juridical Icon” (with Michael McCann and William Haltom) 56 University of
Miami Law Review 113 (2001).

“Taking on Goliath: Why Personal Injury Litigation May Represent the Future of Transnational
Cause Lawyering,” in Austin Sarat and Stuart Scheingold, eds. Cause Lawyering and the State in the
Global Era (2001).

Book Reviews: “The ‘Post-Attitudinal Moment’: Judicial Policy Making Through the Lens of New
Institutionalism,” 35 Law and Society Review 219 (2001).

“Discrimination and the Law,” in Encyclopedia of Feminist Theory (2000).

“Transgressive Cause Lawyering: Practice Sites and the Politicization of the Professional” (with Stuart
Scheingold) 5 International Journal of the Legal Profession 209(1998).

“Financial Disparity as Evidence of Discrimination Under Title IX,” 2 Villanova Sports & Entertainment
Law Forum 5 (1995).

Works in Progress

“Litigating Injuries,” forthcoming, Edward Elgar Publishing, Research Handbook on Health Disability
and the Law.

“Class Action Claims Resolution Rates in the Northern District of California,” forthcoming (with
Michael Temprano).

Selected Lectures and Presentations

Legal Perspectives on Tort Reform, Capitol City Trial Lawyer Association (2025).



Faculty, The Post-Chevron Deference Regime, American Association of Justice (2024).
Faculty, Class Action Training Institute, The Impact Fund (2024).

“Judicial Gatekeeping, Expert Testimony and the Future of American Courts,” Forum for State Appellate
Court Judges, National Civil Justice Institute (2023).

Invited Panel on Plaintiff Side Litigation, University of California Public Service Law Conference, UCI
Research Park, 2020 (lead organizer and moderator).

“Welcome to AmeriCorps,” Equal Justice Works Leadership Training Program (2015).

“Pragmatic Realism and International Disability Rights,” International Congress on Law and Mental
Health,” Amsterdam (2013).

“Blindsight: How We See Disabilities in Tort Litigation,” Chapman Law School, Orange, CA (2011).
“Life in Plastic: Law, Medicine & Aesthetics,” Columbia Law School (2011).
“Reframing Tort Litigation: Redefining Plaintiffs with Disabilities,” AALS Annual Meeting (2011).

“To Be Real: Sexual Identity in U.S. Tort Law,” Institute for Feminist Legal Studies, Osgoode Hall Law
School, York University (2009).

“Ethical Issues in Mass Tort Litigation,” AAJ Annual Convention (2008).
“To Be Real: Sexual Identity in U.S. Tort Law,” Northern Kentucky Chase School of Law (2008).
“Regulating Middlesex,” Sturm College of Law, University of Denver (2006).

“Rupture, Leakage and Reconstruction: The Regulation of Sex in the Breast Implants Controversy,”
University of Indiana Law School (2005).

“New Issues in Class Action Litigation,” Kansas Trial Lawyers Association, Whitefish, Montana (June
2001).

“Migrant Employment Law: Remedies for Health and Safety Violations,” National Legal Aid and Defender
Association Annual Conference. Washington, D.C. (2000).

“Settlement Techniques,” ABA National Institute on Class Actions. Chicago, Illinois (2000).

“Legal Mobilization in Transnational Context: Can Transnational Workers’ Rights Litigation Act as a
Catalyst for Transnational Solidarity?” American Political Science Association Annual Meeting.
Washington, D.C. (2000).

“Transnational Cause Lawyering,” University of Montana Law School, Missoula, Montana (2000).

“Public Interest Lawyering and the Trial Bar,” Dallas Trial Lawyers Association (2000).

Testimony Before the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation Concerning Seafood
Inspection (1990).

Testimony Before the Senate Committee on Toxic Substances, Environmental Oversight, Research and
Development Concerning Non-Agricultural Uses of Pesticides (1990).
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Testimony Before the House Subcommittee on Department Operations, Research, and Foreign Agriculture
on Proposed Amendments to Federal Pesticide Laws (1989).

Selected Cases and Briefs

Brief of Erwin Chemerinsky as Amicus Curiae in Support of Respondents, The Geo Group v. Menocal,
U.S. Supreme Court (2025) (sovereign immunity).

Brief of Amici Curiae, the Enlisted Association of the National Guard of the United States, et. al., Espin v.
Citibank, U.S. Court of Appeal for the Fourth Circuit (2025) (arbitration).

Brief for Amici Curiae Law Professors in Support of Plaintiffs-Appellants, Rutledge et al. v. Walgreen et
al., United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit (2024) (expert testimony).

Brief of Amici Curiae Erwin Chemerinsky et al., BP PLC v. Mayor and City Council of Baltimore, U.S.
Supreme Court (2021) (removal issues, climate change).

Brief of the Civil Justice Research Initiative as Amicus Curiae in Support of Respondents, Hollyoak v.
Gaos, U.S. Supreme Court (2018) (cy pres awards).

Sprietsma v. Mercury Marine, Illinois Supreme Court (2001) (preemption).

Lebens v. Country Creek Association (N.D. Va. 2012) (chemical sensitivity).

Ortiz v. Fibreboard Corporation, U.S. Supreme Court (1999) (class action rules).

Wong v. University of Wisconsin (1999) (Title IX).

Kleinhesselink v. Stillwater Mining Company, Supreme Court of Montana (1996) (emotional injuries).
Cox v. Shell (1995) (class action).

Brienza v. United Press International, et. Al. (1990) (civil rights).

Brief for Amici Curiae Ronald Bayer et al., Daubert v. Merrell Dow Pharmaceuticals (1993)(expert
testimony).

Favia v. Indiana University of Pennsylvania (3™ Circ. 1983) (Title IX).
Maxwell v. First National Bank of Maryland (4" Circ. 1993) (First and Fifth Amendment).

Johnson v. Sullivan (D. Md. 1991) (civil rights).
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