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Bill Roller 
Symposium Moderator; Chair, Committee for Ethics and Professional 
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Accountability for Torture   
Jameel Jaffer 
Deputy Legal Director, America Civil Liberties Union 
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Why It Matters 
Rebecca Gordon 
author of Mainstreaming Torture:  Ethical Approaches in the Post-9/11 
United States 
 
Torture and the Government Lawyer, the Legal 
Profession, the Citizen 
Robert H. Cole 
Professor of Law Emeritus, Berkeley 
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Robert H. Cole is Professor of Law Emeritus at Berkeley Law.  He is 
a graduate of Harvard College and Harvard Law School, where he was 
Book Review Editor of the Harvard Law Review.  He clerked at the U.S. 
Supreme Court for Justice Sherman Minton and served as an attorney-
advisor in the Office of the Secretary of the Air Force.  He practiced 
in the private sector in Washington and Boston before coming in 1961 
to Berkeley, where he has taught Ethics, Constitutional Law, and 
Torts for many years.  He is co-author of course materials on Ethics. 
 
Mark Danner is a writer and reporter who has covered war and 
conflict for three decades, reporting on Central America, Haiti, the 
Balkans and the Middle East, among other stories.  He is Chancellors 
Professor of English and Journalism at the University of California at 
Berkeley and James Clarke Chace Professor of Foreign Affairs and the 
Humanities at Bard College.  Among his books are Stripping Bare the 
Body: Politics Violence War; Torture and Truth; and the forthcoming Spiral: 
Trapped in the Forever War.  Danner’s work has been recognized with 
Three Overseas Press Awards, a National Magazine Award, an Emmy, 
and a MacArthur Fellowship. 
 
Rebecca Gordon received her B.A. from Reed College and her 
M.Div. and Ph.D. in Ethics and Social Theory from Graduate Theo-
logical Union.  She teaches in the Philosophy Department at the 
University of San Francisco and for the University’s Leo T. McCarthy 
Center for Public Service and the Common Good.  She is the author 
of Mainstreaming Torture: Ethical Approaches in the Post-9/11 United 
States.  Prior to her academic career, she worked in a variety of 
national and international movements – movements for women’s 
liberation and LGBT rights, in solidarity with poor people in Central 
America, against apartheid in the United States and South Africa, and 
opposing U.S. wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  In 1984, Gordon spent six 
months living in the war zones of Nicaragua and, in 1990, three 
months teaching desktop publishing at an anti-apartheid newspaper in 
Cape Town, South Africa.  She is a founder of Californians for Justice, 
a statewide organization dedicated to the political enfranchisement of 
marginalized people, especially young people, poor people, and people 
of color.  


