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_ Survey of National Policies on Embryonic
Stem Cell Research

» 32 countries prohibit human cloning for therapeutic or research
purposes by law, 05 by guidelines.

- * 6 countries allow for the creation of embryos for research
purposes by law, 01 country by guidelines.

15 countries allow the procurement of hESC from surplus
embryos by law, 04 by guidelines.

* 05 countries prohibit the procurement of hESC by law, but 1
country allow for their importation.

« 33 countries have signed (19 have ratified) the European
Convention on Human Rights and Biomedicine, which prohibits
the creation of embryos for research purposes.




Substantive Requirements (1)

1. Constrain research to practices that serve
Important and worthwhile goals, such as medical
therapy (e.g. diagnostic and preventive purposes)

2. Prohibit research with non-therapeutic or “trivial”
goals (e.g. enhancement, eugenic purposes)



Substantive Requirements (lI)

3. ldentify the circumstances under which heSC and
cloning research is ethically justified and establish:

* A hierarchy and/or an order of priority among embryos
used for research (surplus vs. SCNT; embryos low quality
vS. not suitable to be placed in the body)

Prohibit developing, implanting or conducting
research on embryos beyond 14 days (from
fertilisation) or until formation of primitive streak.




Procedural & Ethical Safeguards (I)

1. Stages of embryonic development:
 Alternative sources.

e Traceability of stem cell lines with respect to
their source.

e Prohibition on the creation of animal/human
chimeras.




Procedural & Ethical Safeguards (ll)

2. Donors (e.g. blastocysts, gametes, somatic cells):

Free and informed consent.

Prohibition of financial incentives.

Safeguards against conflicts of interest.

Protection of confidentiality and privacy.




Procedural & Ethical Safeguards (lII)

. Research Governance:

Ethics review

Government oversight

Enforcement mechanisms

 Transparency regarding research results
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