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Thank you very much to Pam Samuelson and the organizers of this conference for inviting me to speak.  It is a very impressive group assembled here, and, true to form for copyright geeks – and you know that that is a term of endearment – I wasn’t here 5 minutes before being roped into an in-depth copyright discussion.



ILLUSTRATION 
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So I’ve been struggling to articulate why I blanche at the term “registry” when thinking about orphan works.  I really couldn’t figure out a good way to explain it.But,  by chance, last week something came along that I could use as an Illustration.  I think it highlights what is problematic about the term registry.  So I’ll show you the Illustration, then make some Observations about it, then close with a few Ideas.As you will see in a moment, this is a personal talk.  Actually very personal.  So don’t ascribe anything I say here to Microsoft or the Copyright Office or to any of my former employers or clients.
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Photos: 1940 Census and 1945 PhotoLast week the 1940 census data was made available on Archives.govThis would be the first census that include my mom, Shirley Sigall, who was born in 1934.Wanted to see if I could find her in it.  Problem:  The Census is organized by location, not name, so I needed to know her address in 1940
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I knew the general area of where my Mom grew up in Philly,  in Center City, which is near the Art Museum for those who have been there.But I didn’t know the exact address, so I went to Facebook and asked my sister and cousin if they knew.  She pointed me to this:
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This is the house my mother grew up in, now for sale.  Zillow has lots of information on it.
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Bing streetside helped me confirm this.
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So then I started paging through the pages for that area of town, and relatively quickly found this:These are the listings of the people that were living in 624 N 21st St in Philly.But none of them are my Mom, or her family, or any of my relatives, that I know of.
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So they were not in Philadelphia at the time of the census in 1940.  So I turned to another site to help;  ancestry.comAncestry.com had the 1930 Census, indexed according to name, so it was relatively simple to locate a record for my Mom’s family in 1930 when they lived in Hazard, Kentucky.So this is the record of the Begley family in 1930, 







OBSERVATIONS 



Where are the “registries”? 

1930 
Census 

1940 
Census 

Title 
Records 
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Three main registries in the traditional colloquial sense:  government created and managed.But around these are many private services and efforts, for profit, non profit, volunteer, academic, quasi-government that helped me make sense of this information.This is the reality of searching today.It is simply not the case that a registry in the traditional sense can accommodate this complexity.  We should think in terms of information, not registries
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What did the report say?Page 106



IDEAS 



Information  Database  Registry 
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Let’s move away from the idea of registry to coordinator of information sources.In the U.S., this would mean having the copyright office get out of the business of collecting and displaying information about copyright, and into the business of certifying entities who do this (e.g. collectives, licensing agencies, etc.)Interoperability – one stop shop for both owners and usersTransparency – data must be accessible  (this may be hard given the incentives)Completeness – what must be recorded for the public interestConsider opening this process up to the public, not just the authors and copyright owners.  Librarians may know more than the authors and publishers – tap into that resource.Information -> Database -> RegistryReward anyone who helps make progress along this pathAnyone can build a Registry	If a Library builds one, get a safe harbor	If copyright owners do, get better enforcementCopyright Office Can Turn a Database Into a Registry  



Information  Database  Registry 

All Are Welcome 

If You Build It, the Copyright Office Will Come 

Share and You Shall Receive 
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Share and You Shall ReceiveIf You Build It, The Copyright Office Will Come



Thank You 
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