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.Law students' rare satisfaction 
The students and leaders of Bo;dt~Hall's 

death penalty clinic got a rare kind of satis­
faction this week. Client Walter Rhone, an 
Alabama man who had. been convicted on 
capital murder charges, was released from 
prison in February after-serving eight years. 
He met the students and clinic staff Thurs­
day evening at a reception in Berkeley to 
.thank them for their work on his behalf. 

Getting.Rhone out was a real team effort, 
put forth by not just Boalt, but the. Southern 
Center for Human Rights and Rhone, a 
high school dropout who studied law while 
in prison and filed his own appeals. . 

Students Jalnie Popper, Laura Clark, 
Michael Lepie and Angel Sevilla drafted 
the memos and pleadings that ·culminated 
in a ruling by an·Alabama judge granting 
Rhone a new trial~ Following that order, ne­
gotiations for a time-served plea led to his 
release~ according to the clinic.· . 

Popper, who earned her J.D. in 2005, 
. sai4 the experience opened her eyes to the 
flaws in the judicial system.. 

While investigating the case, the students 
. turned up evidence of prosecutorial, judi­
cial and juror misconduct during Rhone's 
1999 trial,.. as· well as "strong evidence of 
innOCence," acCording tq the· clinic. 
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