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CSLS SPEAKER SERIES

Monday, October 15, 2012
                                        12:30-1:45p in the Phillip Selznick Seminar Room

2240 Piedmont Avenue   (light lunch at 12:00p)

Note: Venue changed to the Warren Room, 295 Simon Hall

Carla Hesse
Dean of Social Sciences and Peder Sather Professor of History University of California, Berkeley
“The Spirit of Revolutionary Law: Political Justice and 
the Logic of Legitimation in Republican France”

This paper (book chapter) reconstructs the conceptual, political and institutional genesis of the infamous French Revolutionary Tribunal in Paris between 1789 and 1793. It begins by revisiting Hannah Arendt's contrast between a violent French Revolution and a relatively peaceful American one. It examines how French Revolutionary Jurists came to grips with the problem of exceptional jurisdictions in a republican setting and in the midst of civil war. It traces the political genesis of the exceptional tribunals as a dialectical process that engaged popular justice (the lynching post) and royal courts. I argue three main points: 1) The French Revolution was less violent in absolute terms, but more visibly violent than the American one as a consequence of the ritualization of that violence through juridical processes, 2) The tribunals were not simply mechanisms of political repression, they were arenas of political legitimation and instruments of democratic pedagogy, 3) The most important trial of the French Revolutionary era was not the conviction of the King (Louis XVI), but rather the exoneration of the "Friend of the People" (Jean-Paul Marat). The discussion will focus on the methodological challenges of writing a history of "political justice" as legal history.
  Copies of Professor Hesse’s paper (chapter) are available to Speaker Series participants at 

csls@law.berkeley.edu . They will be available in hard copy in the Center Library on October 8th.
 csls@law.berkeley.edu
 www.law.berkeley.edu/csls.htm                                                                           Calvin Morrill, Director
