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Michael Nacht is a specialist in US national security policy and in 
management strategies for complex organizations.  He co-authored 
two chapters on nuclear proliferation and homeland security in 
Stephen Maurer (ed.), WMD Terrorism: Science and Policy 
Choices (MIT Press, 2009).  His books include The Age of 
Vulnerability:  Threats to the Nuclear Stalemate (Brookings, 1985) 
and Missing the Boat:  The Failure to Internationalize American 
Higher Education (Cambridge University Press, 1991), co-author.  
He has published more than 70 articles on US nuclear weapons 
policy and arms control, strategic issues in East Asia and the 
Middle East, and cyber security. 
 
Professor Nacht has had three tours of government service, most recently as Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for Global Strategic Affairs in the Obama Administration where he chaired the 
NATO High Level Group that shapes the Alliance’s nuclear weapons policies. 

He was Dean of the Goldman School of Public Policy from 1998-2008.  Currently he chairs the 
University’s International Strategy Task Force and is the policy head for the Nuclear Science and 
Security Consortium led by the Department of Nuclear Engineering. 

He is listed in Who’s Who in America, 2011. 

He holds a B.S. in Aeronautics and Astronautics and an M.S. in Operations Research from New 
York University and a Ph.D. in Political Science from Columbia University. 

 


