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Components ”Chillin’”  ”Rep”  ”The System”  

How trouble is defined “fuckin’ around” 

(relational and trust 

violations) 

“talking or doing shit” 

“taking what’s mine” 

(audience-driven identity 
threat) 

“getting’ jammed” 

(in relation to school 

rules) 

What should be done “chill” 

“clarify….talk it out” 

(define, repair, avoid, 
tolerate on back-stage) 

“make [my] rep” 

“get up in [one’s] face” 

“scrap” 

(aggressively confront on 
front-stage) 

“use the system” 

“play the rules” 

“play by the rules” 

(use school rules) 

Decision-making image “principled” [stand] 

(categorical) 

“do what you gotta do” 

(intuitive) 

“thinking it out” 

(consequences) 

Emotional expressions “pissed” (annoyed/angry) 

“crushed” / “bummed” 

(devastated) 

“pissed” 

(indignation and 

humiliation) 

“worried” 

(anxiety) 

Routines in Written 
Stories by Youths 

Routines in Fieldnotes 

33.9% 

(215) 

63.5% 

(54) 

56.9% 

(361) 

28.2% 

(24) 

9.3% 

(59) 

8.2% 

(7) 
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