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Talents imitate, geniuses steal
(Oscar Wilde)
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All ideas are second hand, consciously and 
unconsciously drawn from a million outside 
sources.  

        (Mark Twain, 1903)
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The historical sense compels a man to write 
not merely with his own generation in his 
bones, but with a feeling that the whole of 
literature has a simultaneous existence 

        (T. S. Eliot, 1920)
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 Every work of art is the result of a complex 
interrelation of individual features. . .  

 The elements of which the artwork is created 
are external to the author and independent of 
him.          

(Osip Brik, 1929)
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The main concern of the literary historian is not 
with assessing the unique contributions of 
individual writers, but with spotting the 
migratory poetic formulae; accounting for their 
appearance in various ethnic milieus. . . and 
tracing them through all vicissitudes back to 
the starting point.

(Alexander Veselovsky)
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Distinguishing British Features: always, should, never, sure, not, must, do, dont, no, always, nothing, certain, therefore, because, can, cannot, knew, know,
last, once, only, right
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Top	  Ten	  Topics	  in	  Melville's	  Moby	  Dick	  
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Whaling Guns	  Ships	  and	  Seamen
Sailing	  and	  Sailors Boats
Steam	  Ships	  and	  Ocean	  Travel Physical	  Features
Heaven	  and	  CreaIon Animals	  and	  Beasts
Physical	  Features	   Death	  despair	  hell	  demons	  monsters
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0%

0.15%
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Women Culture	  and	  Society
Female	  Features	  and	  Female	  EmoIon Facial	  Features
Physical	  Features	   Pursuit
Difficult	  EmoIonal	  SituaIons Happiness	  AffecIon	  feelings
Marriage	  Love	  and	  Happiness Night	  Darkness	  Outdoors

Top	  Ten	  Topics	  In	  Corpus
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ID: Topic_392 Rank: 195 Spread Rank: 50 Label: INDIANS Words: indians chief warriors war savages warrior party prairie chiefs men spirit tribes knife council
enemies friends fire face tomahawk nation scalp death whites skin river hands faces race women medicine skins band feet children prisoners path buffalo arrows

squaw ground eyes arms fort pale enemy wigwam rest scalps companions
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Some Sample Data
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d(b1, b2) = √ (10-11)2 + (5-6)2 + (3-5)2 + (5-7)2 = 3.162278

d(b1, b3) = √ (10-4)2 + (5-13)2 + (3-2)2 + (5-6)2 = 10.09950

d(b2, b3) = √ (11-4)2 + (6-13)2 + (5-2)2 + (7-6)2 = 10.39230

The Euclidean Metric

distance(p, q) = √(q1-p1)2 + (q2-p2)2 + (q3-p3)2 + (q4-p4)2
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Example Distance Matrix
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Author Title Distance

Austen, Jane Pride and Prejudice 0.000000

Austen, Jane Emma 1.260236

Austen, Jane Sense and Sensibility 1.268725

Austen, Jane Mansfield Park 1.421373

Austen, Jane Northanger Abbey 1.600394

Austen, Jane Persuasion 1.673071

Gaskell, Elizabeth Ruth 1.716687

Craik, Dinah Maria Olive 1.745832

Church A. B. Mrs. Greymore a Story of Country 
Life 1.747513

Grant, Louisa Charles Stanley 1.765758

Tainsh, Edward Campbell One Maiden Only 1.767951

Distances from Pride and Prejudice
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Author Title Distance

Dickens, Charles A Tale of Two Cities 0.000000

Kirkland, Caroline Matilda The Fountain and the Bottle 1.361071

Milman, Edward Augustus Arthur Conway; or, Scenes in the 
Tropics 1.385395

Liddell Charles Francis Hidden Links; or, The Schoolfellows 1.466322

Dickens, Charles The Old Curiosity Shop 1.492650

Armstrong, Francis Claudius The Pirates of The Foam 1.500570

Spofford, Harriet Elizabeth Prescott Sir Rohan’s Ghost 1.508781

Fay, Theodore Sedgwick Norman Leslie; A Tale of the Present 
Times 1.509204

Shillaber Benjamin Penhallow Knitting Work; A Web of Many 
Textures 1.534282

Dickens, Charles Barnaby Rudge 1.544074

Paulding, James Kirke Chronicles of the City of Gotham 1.548381

Distances from a Tale of Two Cities
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