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This study looks to empirically capture and examine the attitudes and perceptions of first- and third-year medical students at a major Midwestern university medical school.  By using detailed surveys administered directly to two sets of first- and third-year medical students, which achieved an average response rate of 93.5% for first-years and 68.7% of third-years, the study examines the response of the medical profession to contestation over its shared and shifting border with the legal profession through the topical space of medical malpractice liability.  My results indicate that medical students, who are traversing the liminal space between the professional and non-professional world, generally tend to turn inwards and express a desire for more professional autonomy with respect to the adjudication of medical malpractice claims and concerns.  Perhaps most importantly, my findings suggest that the ever-present specter of malpractice liability in the legal consciousnesses of these students demands a rethinking of classical sociological professions theory in the modern administrative state.  My study takes a crucial first step towards articulating and operationalizing a modern dynamic socio-legal theory of the professions in conflict. 
