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This study examines how the media frames the socio-legal environment and how, through this framing, the media shapes meaning and culture in specific regional sites.  Drawing on a random sample of a decade of local newspaper and national reports from 1997 to 2007 from three sites in California, New York, and North Carolina as well as from national newspapers, and exploring articles covering a broad range of topics dealing with education law, politics, and policy, we aim to characterize the informal legal environment in which students, parents, teachers, administrators, community members, and politicians understand, perceive, and mobilize their legal rights in and around schools in the United States, which varies substantially across regions despite the relatively uniformity of federal law. 
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