McBaine Moot Court Honors Competition

Evaluation of Brief
Judge’s Name:



Competitor’s Name:



Please assign specific scores within the ranges below (The lowest score is 50 and the highest score is 100).  Score the briefs based on the quality of presentation and arguments, not on the actual merits of the case.  This evaluation will not be distributed to the competitor.   It will be used solely to determine which competitors will advance to the next round and which competitors are eligible for the “Best Brief” award.

	Criteria
	Poor
	Fair
	Good
	Very Good
	Excellent
	Total Score

	Introduction and/or Summary of Argument

· Issues concisely and intelligently framed

· Argument summarized persuasively
	7
	8-9
	10-11
	12-13


	14-15
	15 pts. max.

	Statement of Facts and Procedure

· Organization

· Persuasive theme

· Use of facts—relevance

· Reference to the record
	10-11
	12-13
	14-16
	17-18
	19-20
	20 pts. max.

	Legal Argument

· Well-reasoned argument

· Focus on relevant issues

· Persuasiveness

· Use of relevant authority (favorable and unfavorable)

· Organization

· Proper and effective headings

· Originality and creativity
	20-23
	24-27
	28-32
	33-36
	37-40
	40 pts. max.

	Style

· Overall presentation

· Organization

· Inclusion of all necessary sections

· Clarity

· Conciseness

· Effectiveness of writing style

· Proper tone

· Proper grammar, sentence structure, spelling, and punctuation

· Proper citation form
	13-14
	15-17
	18-19
	20-22
	23-25
	25 pts. max.

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	


