Syllabus -- Advanced Legal Writing Spring 2014 – Tentative (Final will be passed out in class)
The following is a schedule of the Spring 2014 class content/paper due dates.  As we go through the semester, slight adjustments may be made. 
Although the class time allotted is 2 hours per session, please be aware that some sessions may use the entire time slot. So, for example, the 10 a.m. class might go to 12:25 on occasion and the 3:35 class may go to 6 p.m.  This slight adjustment allows us to balance the class time better, so we can have more time to conference during weeks after papers are due.  Usually, this is not a conflict for students because they are not enrolled in any other class until the next time block.  But, if this presents a problem for you, please tell me – don’t just drop.
In this class you will write an argument for the D on the PFC.  This document will be used to demonstrate persuasive writing where you can be very forceful.   

The main assignment is a P’s summary judgment brief on two issues: the PFC and a defense (business necessity).  The PFC will be discussed and worked on in class – it is a tough argument to write (given your authority here) and that’s where we’ll spend our time.  The business necessity (BN) argument you will write on your own with little discussion/feedback, based on a list of cases – it is not conceptually difficult (there is an easy to identify test). 
The P’s brief is a complete summary judgment brief of 30-35 pages – it will have all the usual sections in a complete brief (facts, legal standard, etc.). Most of those sections you will prepare on your own.
	Week 
	 Class Topics                          
	 Notes

	One
	Tues. 1/7

Intro.


Local Rules

History of the case assignment/

Title VII
Spun Steak

	Assignment for first (and second) class: 

Read Spun Steak, 998 F.2d 1480 (9th Cir. 1993). 

Find the operable provisions of Title VII. In other words: what language in Title VII creates this claim?


	Two


	Tues.  1/14 

Discuss Spun Steak, 998 F.2d 1480 (9th Cir. 1993) in depth and Def’s arguments.

***Read the dissent and the dissent on denial of rehearing in Spun Steak.  If we don’t get to it today, we’ll discuss it next week.


	WRITING ASSIGNMENT
After this week’s class you should be able to write a 5-page Defendants’ argument section on the PFC using only Spun Steak.  Due Friday 1/17.
5 page Defendant’s argument section due Friday 1/17 at 5:00 p.m. to Donna’s office (459 Boalt) and to b-space.

For sure, submit it to b-space.  If possible, print out a hard copy for me and leave it outside of my office. If you are out of town for the weekend, etc., the hard copy is optional.

Note: Friday of this week is part of a long weekend:  MONDAY 1/20 is MLK Day – School is Closed.  

	Three

*Note: No School 1/20.
	Tues. 1/21
Discuss the basis for Spun Steak. 

	We’re concerned with:
· Later opinions in Spun Steak, itself.
· Other Ninth Circuit cases preceding Spun Steak.
· Plus one Fifth Circuit case. 


	Four


	Tues. 1/28
We will briefly discuss D’s argument section papers.  We will work on these papers later in the term. 
Discuss Spun Steak for the Ps’ side.


	For next class: Bring an outline of P’s argument section (PFC) only using Spun Steak  (Due in class Week Five.)  We are going to work on these in class week 5. 
After class: look for post-Spun Steak authority, especially anything friendly to the plaintiffs. 

	Five


	Tues. 2/4 

Discuss Outlines of P’s PFC/
Spun Steak for the plaintiffs


	

	Six


	Tues. 2/11 
Discussion of post-Spun Steak case law. 

	

	Seven

Mon. 2/17 is Prez. Day—School is closed. 
	Tues. 2/18   


	ALL STUDENTS:  Draft of P’s argument using at least Spun Steak. PFC only. 
Due Friday 2/21


	Eight


	Tues. 2/25  

Workshop Drafts


	

	Nine


	Tues. 3/4  

Workshop Drafts


	 

	Ten


	Tues. 3/11 

Workshop Drafts


	

	Eleven


	Tues. 3/18 
Outline Issue II Class: have all cases read.

	Re-write Plainitff’s PFC Due Friday 3/21 at Noon (hard cc to Donna’s office) All of the PFC.  This is your last chance for comments on the PFC before the final. 

	Twelve


	Tues. 3/25
SPRING BREAK—NO CLASSES THIS WEEK

	

	Thirteen


	Tues. 4/1   

Workshop Revisions

Discuss Business Necessity (if there are questions – this issue won’t get workshopped).


	Draft Issue II Due – Business Necessity --  Friday 11/4  (hard cc to Donna’s office) 

	Fourteen


	Tues. 4/8  

Class on Business Necessity papers
Again: you will not get written comments on BN. This class is your chance to get feedback after turning in your draft.

	

	Fifteen

*Mon the 14th, Passover starts; Sun the 20th is Easter. 
	Tues. 4/15
LAST CLASS FOR US.

	***You should be able to finish your paper by Fri. 4/18, but I am giving you the weekend if you want/need to use it.




Final paper due: Tuesday 4/22 at NOON to b-space and hard cc to Donna’s office (all students)
FYI: Monday 4/21 and Tuesday 4/22 are make-up MONDAY days; 4/23-25 review; Exams 4/28-5/8.
