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The Register of Copyright, Maria Pallante, recently announced that it is time to undertake comprehensive copyright reform.  She identified a number of issues that such reform should address, several of which we will explore in this seminar.  Each student is expected to write a paper on a copyright topic and to lead a discussion on this topic during the weeks set aside for student presentations.  I have left a few sessions open so that we can decide together what else we would like to study (e.g., the Google Book Search litigation or the Oracle v. Google appeal).
SYLLABUS

Date


Subject




Reading

Aug. 27
The Next Great Copyright Act?


Maria Pallante, The Next Great Copyright Act,
Columbia J. L. & Arts (forthcoming 2013),

available at http://www.copyright.gov/docs/next_great_copyright_act.pdf 
Sept. 3

Orphan Works & Mass Digitization


Copyright Office Notice of Inquiry on Orphan Works & Mass Digit’n,
available at http://www.copyright.gov/fedreg/2012/77fr64555.pdf 



Comments: Microsoft, Dance Heritage Coalition, National Writers Union,


available at http://www.copyright.gov/orphan/comments/noi_10222012/ 
Sept. 10
Updating Library & Archive Exceptions


Section 108 Study Group Report pp. 31-90, available at
http://www.section108.gov/docs/Sec108StudyGroupReport.pdf 

Sept. 17
Federalization of Pre-1972 Sound Recordings


Report on Federalization of Pre-1972 Sound Recordings pp. vii-x, 50-111,


available at http://www.copyright.gov/docs/sound/pre-72-report.pdf 
Sept. 24
Public Performance Right for Sound Recordings


Future of Music Coalition, Public Performance Right, available at http://futureofmusic.org/article/fact-sheet/public-performance-right-sound-recordings 

Mary La France, From Whether to How:  The Challenge of Implementing



A Full Public Performance Right in Sound Recordings,



2 Harv. J. Sports & Entert. L. 221 (2011)


available at http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1957365 

Oct. 1 

Rethinking “Formalities” (Notice, Registration, & Deposit)



Parts I and II of Christopher Sprigman, Reform(aliz)ing Copyright Law, 

57 Stan. L. Rev. 485 (2004), available at 

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=578502
Oct. 8

Reform of Statutory Damages


Pamela Samuelson, Phil Hill & Tara Wheatland,



Statutory Damages:  A Rarity in the International Arena,



J. Cop. Soc’y (forthcoming 2013)



available at http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2240569 

Oct. 15

Should Copyright Be a Strict Liability Regime?

Oct. 22

Student Presentations
Oct. 29

Student Presentations
Nov. 5

Student Presentations
Nov. 12
International Constraints on U.S. Copyright Law-Making
Nov. 19
TBA
Nov. 26
TBA
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