J.D. 249.3

New Venture Finance

Fall 2013

Mario M. Rosati

Wednesdays, Oct. 2 – Nov. 20, 2013 (1:30 p.m. – 3:20 p.m.) 

Classroom – 132

Course Overview

This is a course about financing new entrepreneurial ventures.  We will focus on high potential firms that have the possibility of creating a national and/or international impact.  This is not exclusive to, but may often mean, ventures that are financed by venture capital funds and exploit high technology and/or participate in new or emerging markets.

We will take two perspectives:  that of the entrepreneur and that of the investor.  Therefore, this course is of interest to those who wish to advise entrepreneurs and/or investors.  We will place special focus on how companies are formed with a view to rewarding founders and employees and securing financing, how financing is secured and structured and how strategic alliances can be structured.  As part of this process we will examine sources of capital, focusing on venture capital, both the industry and the business, and alternative sources of capital. 

Class Structure


The class will meet for eight two-hour sessions.  Some lectures will be augmented by guest speakers. 

Readings:  
Class Readings will be compiled in a reader which will be posted.

Basis for Final Grade:



Class participation

20%



Final Examination

80%

Instructor:
Mario M. Rosati

Office Hours:
_____________________  (12:30 – 1:25 pm on dates class meets) 
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BIOGRAPHY

Mario M. Rosati is a Guest Lecturer at Berkeley Law and a partner of the law firm of Wilson, Sonsini, Goodrich & Rosati in Palo Alto, which he joined in 1971.  Mr. Rosati specializes in Corporate Law, especially as it relates to high technology companies.  Mr. Rosati participated on the Innovation and Entrepreneurship Task Force to the office of the then-President Elect, Ronald Reagan, and in 1992-93 served as a Special Consultant to the Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Transportation.  From 1994 to 2010, Mr. Rosati was an adjunct professor at the University of California at Berkeley’s Haas School of Business, where he taught new venture finance.  Mr. Rosati has sat as Judge Pro-Tem in the Superior Court, State of California, San Mateo County.  Mr. Rosati is a director of Aehr Test Systems and Sanmina Corporation – both publicly traded companies; and several privately held companies.  Mr. Rosati is Managing Member of WS Investments, a venture capital investment partnership.  Mr. Rosati has a BA (History), UCLA and a JD from UC Berkeley.
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