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Handout #2 – 1/7/13

INTRODUCTION

The casebook for this course is Dukeminier, Krier, Alexander and Schill Property (7th ed. 2006). In addition to the casebook, there are readings that are available on the course website or on UC Berkeley electronic databases.


I may hand out other supplementary material in the form of Handouts. These Handouts are numbered and dated. I suggest that you keep these with your class notes or in a separate folder so that by the end of the semester you will have all of them. I also distribute Handouts and other announcements through the course website. Please check our web page frequently.  I will also post powerpoint slides that I use in the class on the course website.

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES

Generally we will meet on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday in Room 110 at the scheduled time of 11:20 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  We will not have class on Thursday, January 31.  We will make that class up on Friday, January 25 from 2 to 3:30 PM.  We may also need to make up additional classes during the semester. Please reserve Friday, March 8, Friday, April 5, and Friday, April 19 from 2 to 3:30 PM for potential make-up classes.   If we do not need those slots for make-up dates, I will cancel them later in the semester.
OFFICE HOURS

My office is 689 Simon Hall, my telephone number is 643-5647, and my e-mail is ebiber@law.berkeley.edu. I am available to talk with you after every class on a drop-in basis.  Regular office hours are available on Mondays 2 to 3:30 PM and Wednesdays from 2 to 5 PM.  If you are unable to make those office hours, contact me to set up an appointment.

INTERNET MATERIALS


A substantial number of the readings and assignments in the syllabus (either required or optional) are available on the Internet.  There are seven sources for those materials: (1) the class website; (2) Lexis or Westlaw (primarily for additional cases and some law review articles; (3) Hein On-line (primarily for law review articles); (4) JSTOR (some optional readings); (5) the casebook website; (6) CALI; and (7) Berkeley databases that provide access to newspaper articles (e.g., Proquest for the New York Times).

The class website is available on bSpace.  Hein On-line is available at http://heinonline.org/HOL/Welcome (or you can go the index of databases listed at http://www.law.berkeley.edu/library/online/databases/alpha.html and find the link for Hein On-line on that list).  JSTOR is available at http://www.jstor.org/ (or you can go to the index of databases listed above to find the link for JSTOR).  I will provide permalinks to the newspaper articles that I assign in the syllabus that will allow you to access those articles via various Berkeley electronic databases.
Hein, JSTOR, and the other Berkeley electronic databases such as Proquest may be accessed for free from computers on the UCB campus.  The syllabus indicates which supplemental reading is available from which source in bold.  If you have any problems or difficulties accessing the materials please do not hesitate to let me know.

The casebook website is available at: www.dukeminier-property.com.  The casebook website username is dukeminier.  The password is book2k9.  This website has links to a number of useful newspaper articles and other resources that you might find helpful or entertaining.  I encourage you to browse the website to see if you find any resources of interest.  However, you are only responsible for materials from the casebook website that are assigned as mandatory on the syllabus. Because you will not have access to the Internet during the final exam, I suggest you take notes while you review those mandatory materials if you wish to refresh your memory during the final.

CALI provides on-line instructional materials and problems and is available at: www. cali.org.  CALI requires registration.  Information about registration is available at: http://www.law.berkeley.edu/library/calnet/cali.html.  CALI provides a wide range of practice materials in addition to the ones I’ve assigned or recommended.  However, I would advise you to limit yourself to the ones that I’ve listed on the syllabus, in part because CALI may teach different material than I cover in this class.  You will be responsible for the material on the mandatory CALI lessons, even if that material is not in the casebook or covered in class.  Because you will not have access to the Internet during the final exam, I suggest you take notes while you do the CALI lessons if you wish to refresh your memory during the final.  The questions in the CALI lessons are ungraded and will not be counted towards your final grade.

OPTIONAL READING


There are readings identified as optional on the syllabus.  I do not expect you to read those materials for class.  I have simply provided them for you in case you wish to explore particular topics further.

GRADING
Your grade in this class will be determined as follows:

70%
Final Examination

15%
Class Attendance and Participation

15%
Three Quizzes

FINAL EXAMINATION

The final examination will be 3 1/2 hours in length.  The exam is open book, meaning that you may bring your casebook, reader, class handouts and any other material that you have prepared. No commercial outlines or other materials are allowed. My practice is to give you a lot of practice and feedback on how to analyze exam-type questions. There will be a review session focused on the exam at the end of the semester.

CLASS PARTICIPATION

I expect everyone to participate in class.  I will divide the class into groups of approximately 10 students.  Each group will be responsible for preparing for a specific class, and each member of the group can expect to be called on during that class.  I may assign specific roles or specific material for members of the group to prepare for that class.  While I will focus on calling on the students in the group that is on-call for that class, I reserve the right to call on any student in class at any time.  Class participation is a factor in your grade, 15%. Your class participation grade will be based on your participation when your group is on-call or when I call on you at random.  Student participation based on volunteering in class or questions asked in class will not affect your class participation grade.  I strongly encourage volunteers and questions. There may come a time in the class when I need to move the discussion forward and not all questions can be answered. But I encourage you then to bring those questions to my office hours where we can discuss them fully.

DISCUSSION PROBLEMS

Over the course of the semester, each student will help lead discussion for at least one discussion problem.  You will be assigned to a particular discussion problem and to a particular role for that problem.  A list of discussion problems and roles is in a separate handout.  Discussion problems are part of your overall class participation grade.  I will draw on the issues and comments that are raised in the discussion problems in drafting the final exam.  All students are expected to read and review the materials that the problems are based on, and to participate in the discussion.  You are responsible for the material covered in the discussion problems, including relevant comments made by your classmates.
QUIZZES
There will be three short quizzes during the course of the semester, each worth 5% of the final grade.  The first quiz will cover the topic of future interests and the rule against perpetuities.  This quiz will be short (less than 15 minutes), closed-book, multiple-choice, and in class.  The final will not cover the material covered in this quiz.  The other two quizzes will be open-book, either in class or take-home, and will cover other materials.  The materials covered on these other two quizzes will be on the final exam.

PRACTICE HANDOUTS AND PROBLEM SETS


I will handout a regular series of practice handouts and problem sets, accompanied by answer keys.  While these handouts are not graded, I encourage you to take advantage of them to help you review and understand the material in this class, some of which can be quite complicated.

INTERNET USAGE IN CLASS

Both laptop computers and the Internet can be a valuable component of the learning experience in the classroom, and I encourage you to use them where appropriate.  However, in using both your laptop and Internet access during class, I ask that you be respectful of your classmates, the class, and me.  Please limit your use of the computer and the Internet to class-related activities, and please do not use your computer and the Internet in a way that detracts from your or your classmates’ ability to contribute to the discussion in the classroom.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR ASSIGNMENTS
Following is a tentative schedule for the assignments in this class.  Please remember that I may change the dates for these assignments depending on the rate of progress we have in covering the material for the class, conflicts with other classes, etc.

Quiz 1 (Rule Against Perpetuities):

Mon. Feb. 28

Quiz 2:




Wed. Mar. 16
Quiz 3:




Mon. Apr. 4
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