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the gcmcml task o f  fciii inis~n: to clcfctrcl al l  tltc gaitis of I ~ ~ t ~ r g c c r i s  i n c l i -  
v i t l~l; t l is~i i  atit1 liIwr;~I icn i i t i i s t i~  whilc ~mnsccnt l ing ~ l i c  crlritnlist- 

c c ~ l t i ~ t i t i r e  rslwcts of i1icIiviclttrli~ti1 w i l h  a visitto o f  loving, grl i tari ; ln 

Notes 
1. I Iiavc toltl ~ l i i s  story trrorc frtlly itt 11iy IIIIII~ \Vornunf 1 4 ,  Il'otrrari H(qbr: 

,4 .Sari,tl llirtnry nf flirtb (,'ontml in Artttrua (New Sa~rk: \'ikittg I1rtcgctit~, lV77). It1 

t l ~ c  iritcrlwctatiorr ofrcrcrl Iicrc, I atti i t r h l ~ t n l  III iclcas gartitrctl i r i  111y e l i ~ ~ r ~ s ~ i t ~ t ~ s  
\vitlr Iriany icr~tiriist srl ic~lrr~. r r ~ l  part ia~lrr ly  11ic work 01' I'llrt~ I htlmtis u~ctl .\IIcII 
I Irt~rtcr. 

2. 'I'lrc l~lrntsc "scx-gct~lcr systm~," was first ttwcl lty (iaylc lt1111i1i i n  lirr 
essay "llre 'I'raflic it1 \\i)tim." i n  lbword an Anrbropllpr of M'nrmn, eel. Itrytia It. 
Itdtcr (Sew York: hL~ritlrly Itcvic\v. Ic)75), ant1 l a111 inclclae~l l o  llcr tltrctrcticrl 
colrr.cl~titni. \\ ' l ia~ I nicatr i n  rtsitig the phrase Iicrc, ant1 clsctvlicre ill tliis essay, is 
tliat st-ttal tlilli.renrrs, \vhicli arc IJob~ical, arc crery\vlwrc itr Ii~ttriarr stwiety 
acc.avt~~~vat~ievl l ~ y  sawidly constrrtdtvl coticrpls of feti~iriitie a t i c l  t~~asnrline gctitlc~. 

.. (;ctitlrr itirlrtcks 111c wnc~al tlivisiot~ of Itlw~r, l~crso~cality ~ ~ ~ r i l v ~ t t e s .  SCI~- 
ct~trccptioti. (;ct*lcr is titttch elcclwr ~l iar i  tlic p~prt lar s t r io l t~ ica l  cotticcp~ "sex 
rttlcs." INII is ~tcvcrtlrclcss cttht~rally, ncn liohgicrlly, tlacrnciticrl. :\@I cxancl,lc or 
1l3c tliffcrencc is 111ar rctnalc prrxtioncy atitl cliiltlltirtlr arc Itit~lttgically tlctcriiiinctl; 

. 
\\4iilc l~rmst ktvlicrg ant1 tiw~thcritiy arc assignrrl to \vorlrcn Ity s t ~ i a l  reg~lr t i t~rr .  (111 

i t l ~ i r  co~~rcxr i t  is cort l l  maitiy ~Irat  sex is a I ~ i c ~ l t ~ i c a l  tlicltotot~iy tnlly Iew~sc.ly at~tl  
.' . tlr;lt thew arc trra~iy cxccl~ioris-inli.rti)c ttrcn atiel \tr~rric~r, ~ t c r t ~ l c  tvl~ttsc 

.chntoww~o~al ant1 a~~atorriical constrttction is trcitl~cr cxcbsively ttrale r i t l r  fctri:tlc. 
). r.. 

, !.. ,,atittwig tttlicrs.) 
; , . . J. h l y  cl~aractcrizatittn of the ~eu.l~noIc~ical-cIctert~~itiis~ victr ol' I i r r l i -  

i'''..:nnltrol Iiisttcry is a actaptsite pictarc anel tlrcrck~rc st l ic t r~a~i t  atal rliglrtly cxag- 
?<*.< 
i, .. . ,~.  gwatcvl'.. Seotcce nx-ca~r cxantplc~ s t ~ c i v  a11 it ircrpre~~~iatn cat1 IIC k~tct~t l  it1 J:IIIIVS 
: . lttctrs'prnrn /'&fdlt \ k t  10 i'f~blic virtnt (Nc\v Yt~rk: llasic, la)7UJ. 
i:. ..- ,! a.4. ':In cxarnl~lr tJ this tec or r~nnlcrrtizarioti t l i n ~ r y  i s  I<tl\rartl Sl~onrr's 7'lw 

.' :,..,t!, "A!aking , . 4th ,!ldrrn Fanib (New Y~ork: I!asic, 1'175). 
. . ,. . :.,; : - , . i : :S.  SCC < itnla~n, \Vomarr's Body, Woman's Right, cha~,. 1. I;or eorrolntraria~o irr 

f a trorr wrwr Iristtrrical sttrrly. st< ja~iics hltilir% ~borr i i r t  in :Iintrica (New York: 
Oslitrtl Clnircrsity 1'n.s~. 1Y7U). elraps. ? r r c t l  J. 

.fi, 'I'ltis cicrr. of rctttiiiisoi was ttffcrrtl 11y tile ni~tacctttk-rnitary saCiragists 

1 
1 tlicntselvcs; it ran I* Cottr~l arytecl well i n  several general surveys o f  the rontcti's 

rillrts rmIvctiiclit. inclr~tling ;\ilrm Knclitor's I&J qtk Womun S a f f ~ c  Movoncmt 

(Nc~v Ytuk: ( i ~ l r ~ r i t l ~ i a  Utii\vrsity I1ress. 1965). 
7. 'I'twlay niatry fcniitiists use the tertn "patriarchy" as r general synonynr 

Tor tiiale srrpwriiacy; it1 that sense it wortltl Iw qucs~icmal~lc to assert that ~,atriarcl~y 
hat1 elr~liticel. I ttsc "pa~riarcliy" in  a specific historical scnsc: rrfcrr i t~g to a systcw11 

i 1~f fatiiily ~~nwlt tct io~t  itr wliiclr the male hcatl of the farnily (henn patriarchy, 

1 ntca~tiirg rrrlc c~f 111cbtkr) ct~ntrctls thc wealth am1 IaIu~r ptwer tlf aII iatrlily 
n1ct111n.r~. 111 a pairiarclral systcnr, Tor cxamplc, untnrrrinl ancl cl~ildlcss rtrcti 

; Irckcvl tlrc I,o\ccr or Eltlicrs sillre they ortco Iacknl Ialwtr power; 11y cotripariain, it 
\r,nclcl In. liarcl to trgilc tllat r*ulay i tntnarrid or chilcllc?is men u.nr wveakcr t l i n~ i  

I Irtlirrs. 'I'lic t lcvclol~ti ini~ 16 itrtlr~strial ~)n~l~tcti~n(indtIcntally, in its "arr.ialist" 3s 
I 

trcll as capi~:rlis~ rarie~ics) tc~nlcd 111 weaken patriarcliy Ipy pn~vicling ~q,yortt~tiitir.s, 
I (i~r erorrootic ant1 strial intlclwtitlc~rce k ~ r  cliilelmn atid wrinrcn. 'l'hrts, tic~ticc tllat 

: latriarclry is a systctw IIC gcticraticmal as well as p~nkr rclatitms. 
8. It. Ik~girc atrtl I). \\'. Sigclnran, Stcriliwtion Utp~ Namkr I: (.'onrinuirrg 

I'iddtions t$l;t~lrral Strrilizsrion Gnidtliw by Tmbing l l o ~ o l s  in 1979 (\\'ashit~gtoti, 
I).(:.: l ~ a t ~ l i c  ( :itizcn I lealtlt ltcsearcl~ Cra~t~l*. IV7V). as st~ttirnarizccl ill l:arnily 

, I'lonning l'rrr/mriwr I I, 110. 6 ( N o r a i i l ~ r l l ) c c n ~ i ~ l ~ r  1979): 166-47. 
'P. Fttr cxati~plc. l l i i ~ a l ~ ~ r l i  h l cu i~ .  in 11r 7 ' k ~ r  Times, 2U l:cl~rccary 14)7'). 

11). 'I'lirsc itlcrs arc argctccl  iron. htlly anel stq~lntflccl in nry "lntlivitlrtaliriir 
I 

arnl tlic (:rititlr~c of Incliritlr~rlis~ir in  t l ~ c  I l inory of 1;oninist ' I hn~ ry "  (pa~cr  pivcti 

at drc Sitinloe tle llcai~rtiir (hamc~ttomtive G~nfcrencc. 1979). 
I I. See I i~ t t I a  C;*ir~la~tr a11t1 Alletr llctnter,"'Sc~, Vanlily, a~ i t l  111e New lti~l11: 

. ;\nt i-Cctriitiistir as a Itolitical I;orcc." Rdicol America, Novcnrlwr 197 7- l;cltrrtary 
1'17H; wpri~itct l  as a ~~r rnp l~ lcq  IIY ~ h c  New I<nglantl I;re k s s ,  cWJ Uninn Scla~orc.. 

btciierville. hlrss. IlLI4I. ' I ' l i r~~r~glut~t t  tlris 1)alwr I atit i ~ l c I ~ t c v l  111 1 III~ICT'S ~vork 
on t l ~ c  Nc\r ltiglct. 


