Syllabus -- Advanced Legal Writing Fall 2012
The following is a tentative schedule of the classes/paper due dates.   
	Week 
	 Class Topics                          
	 Notes

	One
	Tues?/Weds. – Aug. 22nd
Intro.

History of the case assignment
Finding US Supreme Court authority 
We’ll divide up research to be done and schedule class presentations on the law.
	For Class: Find and read:  US Air v Barnett
Other reading: Judicial Clerkships Chapter 1 (Intro); Chapter 2 (Controversies)
We’ll divide up research to be done and schedule class presentations on the law.

	Two


	Tues./Weds. -- Aug. 28th & 29th
Class presentations on Major Case Law, in order:
· 11th Cir.
· 10th Cir.

· 7th Cir.

· 8th Cir.

· D.C. Cir.

· 3rd Cir.
 
	In each Circuit, there is at least one major case that you will discuss at length.  For some cases, I may give you questions to direct your presentations.
You will present in pairs.

Be sure to also look for any useful district court cases within your circuit. 

Although I expect this to take 2 weeks, everyone should be ready to go week two, so we don’t waste any time.
Anyone who does not do a presentation cannot pass the course.  There is one more presentation Week 5.

	Three


	Tues./Weds. – Sept. 4 & 5th
Discuss Major Cases (Cont’d)

If we finish early: begin discussion of regulations.  


	For regulations portion of class:  Look at the statute and pull out any applicable provisions – any provisions that you think might make a difference in our case.  Bring them to class (Not to turn in, but so you have them with you as you work on the problem.)

Read:___________     On Federal Regulations (Posted on b-space) (Berring Chapter)


	Four


	Tues./Weds. – Sept.  11th & 12th
Tuesday Section:  Paper Due in Class
Draft #1: Bench Memo

Wednesday Section:  Paper Due in Class

Draft #1: Bench Memo

Lecture: Case discussions/Formatting

Regulations (complete from last week)

Legislative History (Instructions given for you to do a modified legislative history on this problem – it will be added to Draft #2))

	** Draft #1 will include only that case law covered in class presentations thus far.  In other words, if we don’t get to the 3rd Circuit, you will not need to include it in Draft 1, you can put it in Draft 2.
**Draft #1 will otherwise include: Case discussions of Barnett and those listed in the presentations; Statutory excerpts and applicable regulations (again, if we do not finish regulation by last week’s class, it can go in Draft #2).

Read Selections on Legislative History (from librarians – to be posted on b-space.)
Judicial Clerkships Ch. 5 pp 87-94 + in class exercise (if time); Pp 98-101; Pp 106-110 


	Five


	Tues./Weds. -- Sept. 18 & 19th
Lecture: The EEOC Compliance Manual and its persuasive weight.
Class discussion: From the major cases we’ve read, what are the possible rules for the 11th Circuit to use to answer our question? 

· There will be one more class presentation in this class: a few students will present on Barnett (from the first class)—this will be more interactive


	Read the compliance manual from the EEOC website (relevant portions only) – it’s worth looking around their website to check it out.  

Reading: Judicial Clerkships Ch. 6 read notes on page 143 and apply to Barnett (also in-class exercise if we have time);  Judicial Clerkships Ch. 8  (Law and Fact) Think about this with respect to our choice of rule.



	Six


	Tues./Weds -- Sept. 25 & 26th
Continued discussion from last week.
Plus: discussion/comparison of actual Draft #1 papers (without student names).


	ALL Draft #1s returned by Friday 9/28.
There will be no conferences on these Drafts unless you (or I) feel you really need one.   This type of writing should be review and comments should be enough for corrections.

	Seven


	Tues./ Weds – Oct. 2 & 3
Very likely continued discussion from last week.  
I may give you a new list of questions on your presentation cases, for informal presentations: Some thing like: How does case A hold up against case B?  If you presented on A or B, you are responsible for knowing the answer.


	

	Eight


	Tues./Weds  Oct. 9 &10 
Last day to discuss the various rules found in the case law.

Draft #2 is due Friday Oct 12 at Noon – new material only.
Re-write of Draft #1 is due Friday Oct. 19 at Noon (only re-write of old material/completions of it, etc.)

	Draft #2 is due Friday Oct 12 at Noon – new material only.  This should be the hardest part of the memo to write.
Reading: Smith/ALR Chapter 5;  Smith/ALR Chapter 8



	Nine


	Tues./Weds  Oct. 16 & 17 
Discuss Draft #2 Papers – with class examples.

	Re-write of Draft #1 is due Friday Oct. 19 at Noon (only re-write of old material/completions of it, etc.)
Reading: Smith/ALR Chapter 3



	Ten


	Tues./Weds Oct. 23 & 24th  
Cont’d discussion of Draft #2 Papers (and Draft 1, possibly) with samples.


	

	Eleven


	Tues./Weds  --- Oct. 30 & 31
One more case discussion—I’ll announce cite.
Read Opinion and Briefs


	All Draft #2s returned to students by Friday 11/4.
Reading: Judicial Clerkships Chapter 4 (Stare Decisis -- in class exercises, if time)



	Twelve


	Tues./Weds -- Nov. 6 & 7 
[Possible Guest Speaker from EEOC or in-class exercise.]

	All Draft #1s returned to students by Friday 11/11.


	Thirteen


	Tues./Weds. – Nov. 13 & 14  
 Finalizing your paper – with examples.  

	

	Fourteen


	Tues./Weds.  Nov.  20 & 21
Final discussions of case and discussion of your “verdicts”


	Final Papers Due in class. 
Reading: Smith/ALR Chapter 15

Have a Great Thanksgiving Break! 

	Fifteen


	REVIEW SESSIONS  
Last Class -- papers and wrap up

	


Final Papers should be returned by 12/14, but will be returned before the grading period ends. 

