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Assignment for first class 
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I.
Welcome to Consumer Protection Law.  The first class meeting will be Tuesday, August 28, at 6:25 p.m. (until 9:05 p.m.), in Room 240.  
II.
You are cordially invited to the opening of BerkeleyLaw’s newest exhibition, 
the Museum of Fraud.  

PLEASE BRING TO CLASS a copy of an advertisement, commercial, mailer, “contract”, or other prima facie evidence of a potential scam (to use the legal term of art).  It’s enough if you read the ad or watch the commercial and think, “There’s something wrong here.”  Be prepared to explain at least the reason for your suspicion.  
We will mount an exhibition.  Make sure you have the means to display your “work” in the Museum (e.g., a laptop if it’s an infomercial, a magnifying glass if it’s an illegibly small contract provision…).  The curatorial staff will have basic supplies (mostly masking tape).    

Consider the range of possible “consumer-facing” materials that you might bring in: credit card offers, clickwrap agreements, student loan contracts, magazine ads, suspiciously enthusiastic Facebook “word-of-mouth” reviews, alcohol or tobacco ads targeting kids – “the thousand little tricks and villainies which the crafty and designing are capable of practising on the unsuspecting and unwary.”  (Barnard v. Yates, 1 Nott & McC. 142 (South Carol. 1818), 1818 WL 845.)  (We will see how far we’ve come in 200 years....)
The class will turn its collective powers of discernment to evaluating the propriety of each piece in the exhibition.
III.
BRING IN as well any thoughts about consumer issues you’d like to have the class address this semester (arbitration, class actions, advertising and the First Amendment, for-profit colleges and vocational schools, mortgage fraud, mortgage relief fraud, the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, that scam your aunt got caught up in last year, that scam you fell for last week….)
IV.
Have a superb week.  See you Tuesday the 28th.  

