SYLLABUS FOR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE LAW SEMINAR, FALL 2012
Nancy K. D. Lemon





Mon., 6:25 – 9:05 pm

(510) 525-3164, nlemon@berkeley.edu


Classroom: 115

Office hours by appointment




Office: 305 Boalt Hall

Assessment: 

This course is 3 units and graded. Students have the option of writing a 20-30 page research paper on a topic related to the subject matter of the course, or taking a final. 

Grading will be based on attendance, class participation, leading class discussion one week (totaling 33%), and the research paper or final (66%). 

Students will need to decide their paper topics by Oct. 1. One to two page outlines of the paper will be due Nov. 1.

Papers may be the first draft of a Writing Requirement; students usually enroll in 299 (Independent Study) in the spring to complete this.

Textbook: Domestic Violence Law, 2009 (West, 3rd ed), by Nancy K. D. Lemon






Introduction, The Big Picture

Week 1, Aug. 27
Introduction, History and Overview
Required Reading: Preface, chapter 1 (40 pages)

Week 2, Sept. 10 
Domestic Violence: Causes, Effects, & Treatment
Required Reading: chapter 2 except recommended pages (99 pages)

Recommended Reading: pages 113-114, pages 141-147

Week 3, Sept.
17
Cross-Cultural Issues, Survivors of Heterosexual Domestic Violence Who Face Multiple Oppressions; Lesbian and Gay Battering
Required Reading: chapters 3 and 4 except recommended pages (88 pages)

Recommended Reading: pages 185 (section B.) -190, pages 222-228

Civil Issues

Week 4,  Sept.  24
Suing Batterers in Tort

Required Reading: chapter 5 (44 pages)
Week 5, Oct. 1
Civil Restraining Orders 
Required Reading: chapter 6 except recommended pages (99 pages)
Recommended Reading: pages 294-305, 307-323, 375-384 (skim pages 384-398), 408-416
Week 6, Oct. 8
Children in Homes Where Domestic Violence Takes Place; 



Alternative Dispute Resolution

Required Reading: chapters 7 and 8 except recommended pages (102 pages)

Recommended Reading: pages 447-460, 466-482, 495-510, 545-546, 551-556, 574-586

Criminal Issues

Week 7, Oct. 15
Rape of Intimate Partners, Judges and DV

Required Reading: chapter 9 except recommended pages, chapter 12 (86 pages)
Recommended Reading: pages 633-664
Week 8, Oct. 22
Law Enforcement Response to DV

Required Reading: chapter 10 except recommended pages (98 pages)
Recommended Reading: pages 690-699, 741-752 
Week 9, Oct. 29
Prosecutorial Response to DV

Required Reading: chapter 11 except recommended pages (101 pages)

Recommended Reading: pages 804-809, 826 (section B) – 833 (end of section D), 842 (section III) -849 (end of section A), 850-868

Week 10, Nov. 5
Victims of DV as Criminal Defendants

Required Reading: chapter 13 (60 pages)
No Class Monday 11/12, Veteran’s Day

Other Issues


Week 11, Nov. 19 
Federal Responses: VAWA, Restrictions on Firearms

Required Reading: chapter 14 (72 pages)

Week 12, Nov. 26
Confidentiality Issues, Including Mandatory Medical 




Reporting of Domestic Violence

Required Reading: chapter 15 (52 pages)

Week 13, Nov. 28
Victims of DV as Welfare Recipients, Tenants, and Workers

Required Reading: chapter 16 except recommended pages (94 pages)
Recommended Reading: pages 1183-1206
Week 14, Nov. 29 
Immigration and Human Rights Issues
Required Reading: chapter 17

TBA
Review Session for those taking final exam (optional)

