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Civil Trial Practice

SYLLABUS
Instructor:
Chuck Denton



Alameda County Public Defender



1401 Lakeside Drive, Oakland, CA 94612



[510] 272-6641; E-mail: cdentonii@yahoo.com


Office Hours: Thurs: 5:30-6:20 @Café Zeb

Reading List:

( Civil Trial Practice Course Reader
( 
William Strange v. James Wrigley, NITA case file

( Mauet, Trial Techniques




( Lubet, Modern Trial Advocacy [on Reserve]

( Imwinkelreid, Evidentiary Foundations

_______________________________________________
I.  Case Theory & Trial Preparation
(
Required Reading:  Mauet: Trial Prep. & Closing Argument, Chaps. I, VII, X; Course Reader, Chaps I-II
(
Suggested Reading: Lubet: Chapters 1, 2, 3, 13

II.  Closing Argument
(
Assignment #1:
( Prepare 7 minute closing arguments -- for either side -- in Robinson v. Coffee [course reader]
(
Assignment #2:
( Prepare 7 minute closing arguments -- for either side -- in the Strange v. Wrigley case

III.  Objections Checklist
(
Required Reading:  Course Reader, Chapter III; Mauet: Objections, Chap. IX

(
Suggested Reading: Lubet: Objections, Chap. 9

(
Assignment #3: Familiarize yourself with objections listed in the three checklists so that you prepared to make – and defend them – during class discussion. 

IV.  What is Hearsay? A Practical Approach
(
Required Reading:  Course Reader, Chapter IV
(
Assignment #4: 

( Be prepared to orally solve the problems in the Course Reader

V.  Opening Statement
(
Required Reading: Mauet: Opening Statement Chap. III; Course Reader, Chapter V
(
Suggested Reading: Lubet: Chap. 12

(
Assignment #5:
( Prepare 7 minute opening statement in the Strange v. Wrigley case [you choose which side to argue]

(
Assignment #6:
( Prepare 7 minute opening statement in the Coffee case [take the opposite side]

VI.  Courtroom Evidentiary Problems: Spontaneous Utterances
(
Required Reading:  Course Reader, Chapter VI; 

(
Assignment #7: 

( Be prepared to orally solve the problems in the Course Reader
VII.  Direct Examination
(
Required Reading: Mauet: Direct Examination, Chap. IV, VII, (7.1-7.5; Course Reader, Chapter VII
(
Suggested Reading: Lubet: Chap. 4, 7, 11

(
Assignment #8:
( Prepare 10 minute direct examination in the Strange v. Wrigley case

(
Assignment #9:
( Prepare 10 minute direct of Officer/defendant in Henry G** case [end of Chapter IX] 

VIII.  Courtroom Evidence Problems: The State of Mind Exception to the Hearsay Rule
(
Required Reading:  Course Reader, Chapter VIII; Mauet: Objections, Chap. IX

(
Suggested Reading: Lubet: Objections, Chap. 9

(
Assignment #10:

( Be prepared to orally solve the problems in the Course Reader
IX.  Cross Examination
(
Required Reading:  Mauet: Cross-Examination, Chap. VI, VII, (( 7.6-7.7; Course Reader, Chapter IX
(
Suggested Reading:  Lubet: pp. 51-110

(
Assignment #11: 

( Cross-Examine arresting officer at Motion to Suppress in Henry G** case [end of Chapter IX]
(
Assignments #12: 

( Cross Examine the defendant from the Strange v. Wrigley  case

X.  Courtroom Evidentiary Problems: Admissions by a Party
(
Required Reading:  Course Reader, Chapter X
(
Assignment #13: 

( Be prepared to orally solve the problems in the Course Reader
XI.  Impeachment/Refreshing Recollection
(
Required Reading: Mauet: Impeachment, Chap. VI; Course Reader, Chapter XI; Imwinkelreid: pp. 160-163 [Prior Convictions], 163-166 [Bias], 142-144 [Uncharged misconduct], 344-349 [Present Recollection refreshed & Past Recollection recorded]

(
Suggested Reading: Lubet: Chap. 6

(
Assignment #14: Problems in the Course Reader -- from the Coffee case 

(
Assignment #15: Problems to be assigned [handout]

X1I.  Exhibits/Demonstrative Evidence
(
Required Reading: Mauet: Exhibits, Chap. V; Course Reader, Chapter XII; Imwinkelreid: pp. 1-23, 385-390 [Introduction], 50-71, 390-395, 336-344 [Business/Official Records], 89-93 [Demonstrative Evidence], 93-115 [Real Evidence & Photographs]

(
Suggested Reading: Lubet: Chap. 10

(
Assignment #16: Problems in Course Reader 

XII.  Courtroom Evidentiary Problems: Business & Official Records
(
Required Reading:  Course Reader, Chapter XIII
(
Assignment #17: Problems in Course Reader 

XIII.  In Limine Motions
(
Required Reading: Mauet; Reread Chap. IX, (( 9.1-9.3; Imwinkelreid: pp. 9-12, 335-346

(
Time & Location: Tentatively scheduled for Friday April 20, 5:30-9:30 p.m. [Moot courtroom]

XIV.  Final Trial
(
Time & Location: Tentatively scheduled for Saturday & Sunday April 21-22 [Moot courtroom]

XV.  Final Trial Debriefing
(
Assignment: Fill out student evaluations

(
Time & Location: Friday after final trial [Café Strada; times TBA]
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