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Course Materials
The casebook for this course is Evidence: Cases, Commentary by David Sklansky. In addition, you should purchase Sklansky’s code book containing the Federal Rules of Evidence (FRE) and the California Evidence Code (CEC), available in the bookstores. The code book contains the comments by the respective bodies that drafted the texts of code and notes from their legislative histories.
Supplemental materials will be distributed at various times.

Course Description

This is a four-unit course of 14 weeks, meeting three days a week (Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday) from 11:20 am to 12:30 pm.

The course deals with the set of rules that govern the admissibility of testimony, documents, physical items, and judicial notice. In addition, the course will explore how items of proposed and admitted evidence are to be evaluated by the trier of fact.
As the schedule indicates, much time will be spent dealing with rules about hearsay, character evidence, impeachment, opinion, and expert witnesses.
Attendance
Class attendance is mandatory.

Office Hours

Thursdays, at 1 pm. I can be reached at any time by e-mail (geoffbrown01@yahoo.com). I welcome questions, suggestions, and comments.

Grading and Exam

Grading will be based entirely on a 3-hour exam given at the end of the course. The in-class and closed-book exam will consist of 3 one-hour essay questions.

Class Schedule
Classes begin January 11, 2012. Although this schedule sets forth the casebook assignment, you should also consult the relevant Federal and California rules which I will reference in class.

The advance reading assignment is Sklansky’s casebook, Chapters I and II, and Federal Rules 401, 402, and 403.

Week One

Chapter I and II (Introduction and Relevance)
Week Two

Chapter III (Hearsay) (to p. 90)

1. Rule

2. Non-hearsay

3. Hearsay and Confrontation

Week Three

Chapter III (continued, to p. 107)
1. Prior Statements

2. Admissions by Party Opponents

3. Multiple Hearsay

4. Admissions and Completeness

Week Four

Chapter III (continued, to p. 158)

1. Adoptive Admissions
2. Authorized Admissions

3. Agency Admissions

4. Co-conspirator Admissions

5. State of Mind

Week Five

Chapter III (continued, to p. 203)

1. Injury Reports

2. Recorded Recollection

3. Business Records

4. Public Records

Week Six

Chapter III (continued, to p. 255)
1. Dying Declarations

2. Declarations Against Interest

3. Forfeiture

4. Residual Exceptions

5. Review

Week Seven

Chapter IV (Character Evidence) (to p. 291)
Week Eight

Chapter IV (continued)

1. Habit

2. Sexual Assault and Child Molestation

3. Character of Defendant (sex offenses)

4. Forbidden Inferences (Chapter 5)

Week Nine

Chapter VII (Impeachment) (to p. 414)

1. Character for Untruthfulness

2. Prior Criminal Convictions

3. Bias

4. Specific Contradiction

Week Ten

Chapter VII (continued)
1. Rehabilitation

2. Prior Consistent Statements

3. Competence (Chapter 8)

Week Eleven

Chapter IX (Opinion, Expert and Scientific Evidence)
1. Lay Opinions

2. Expert Testimony

3. Reliability (to p. 513)

4. Current Controversy (to p. 532)

Week Twelve

Chapter X (Privileges) (to p. 673)
Week Thirteen

Chapter XI (Physical Evidence)



Chapter XII (Burdens, Presumptions, and Judicial Notice)
1. Burdens and Presumptions in Civil Cases

2. Burdens and Presumptions in Criminal Cases

Week Fourteen

Review
