
Representing Asylums Seekers

Syllabus, Spring 2012

Bruce Budner

bruce_budner@berkeley.edu
Course Description.

This course is designed for students currently representing asylum seekers. It is more a skills course than a doctrinal one. Its focus is on the challenges of preparing an effective asylum application and preparing the client for the asylum interview. It is a discussion class with each student expected to discuss her case, with particular emphasis on the challenges she is facing. We will all weigh in with suggestions on meeting those challenges.

Every major component of the asylum process will be discussed, from the initial lawyer/client interview through the asylum office interview. We will examine the declaration drafting process and offer comments on drafts. We will talk about the kinds of corroborating evidence that can enhance the cases. We will focus on the problems of bars, like the one year bar, and explore means of resolving them. We will discuss the special problems of representing victims of trauma.

I expect to have guests from Sanctuary and from the San Francisco Asylum office. In addition, I will be available to offer assistance outside of class.  

The goal of the class is to create a supportive group environment to assist students with their cases and promote an understanding of the nuances of asylum cases. Beyond that, the skills developed in handling asylum cases will carry over into other types of client representation.

Schedule. 

The organic nature of this class, which depends on the type and status of student cases, defies a fixed schedule. The arc of the class will look something like this:

Week 1
Student will discuss their cases in depth, with the opportunity of other students to ask questions and offer observations. Discussion of trauma-related issues. 

Week 2
Continued from week 1 

Week 3
Beginning with a new case. Interviewing the client. Examination of declarations. One or two students drafts will be used for discussion.

Week 4
Discussion of supporting documents and other external information.

Week 5
Bars. Sanctuary guest (Mike and/or Kaveena).

Week 6
SF Asylum Officer guest and interview preparation.

Week 7  
Actual interview prep of one student’s client.

The classes will be two hours in duration. The precise dates of the class are not yet set, but we will begin on the first week of the semester and meet  about three times per month thereafter.

Course Materials and assignments.

There will be no textbook or reader. I will post articles on bspace, which are intended as resources more than as assigned reading. I may ask students to research particular issues and report to the class. Every student will be expected to make progress on their cases during the semester.


