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I.
OVERVIEW:
A.
The course syllabus is based on a 14 week semester schedule.  The syllabus itself is the table of contents found in the textbook Legal Ethics in the Practice of Law (3nd Edition).  Both a summary table of contents and complete table can be found in the book at pages ix‑xxxvi.  

This is a course with a lecture approach and is a required course. It will be  a course of study among students engaged in a searching analysis of the ethical principles involved in the practice of law.  Demanding standards of attention, care and rigor, which don’t always characterize the legal format in other required law courses, are applicable to this course.

B.
Each class problem is designed to stimulate thoughtful analysis and class discussion, and to articulate reasons for an appropriate and persuasive ethical solution to the problem.  

C.
The assigned text is: Richard A. Zitrin, Carol M. Langford, Legal Ethics in the Practice of Law, Lexis/Nexis, (3rd. Ed. 2007). You will also need to buy the Rules Supplement to the book, or be asked to take another professional responsibility class.  You will need the most current version, so do not buy a used Rules Supplement. You will need that Supplement by the second class.
D.
Two or three problems will be covered during each class.  I will sometimes not assign reading on a problem but will lecture on it.  If a problem is skipped, read the next two problems assigned for class.  If we have extra time during class, I will lecture on current developments in the ethics and discipline area. 

Although the class is a lecture, I will call on you, so be prepared.  

E.
Due to the professor's practice-related travel commitments, it is possible that a class will be missed.  If this occurs, there will be a guest lecturer experienced in teaching legal ethics who has graded the class, or the class will be made up on another day; probably a Saturday.    

F.
The goal of each discussion is that through ethical dilemma case simulation (much like flight simulation) the moral components of professional actions will be more quickly recognized, and an enhanced sensitivity to the ethical implications of professional conduct, an appreciation of the complexity of legal duties and competing ethical values developed.  

G.
The end should be the start of a habitual ethical reaction to professional challenges; the beginning of an understanding of what type of lawyer you want to be.

II.
DUTIES OF STUDENTS
A.
Read and analyze the problems and materials in the case book and if you have time take a look at the outside Supplemental Materials bearing on the problem at the end of each problem. Reading the Supplemental Materials is not mandatory.  Make sure to review the ABA Rules of Professional Conduct and the California Rules, including the B&P Code.  Come to class and discuss what Rules you found that apply and frankly discuss, if relevant, the practice of law as a business that earns money, the self-interest of lawyers, profit maximization, the measures of success in large law corporations, small boutique firms, public entity or federal government practice; the role of politics, fame, etc.  

III.
CLASSES: GRADES
A.
Class will commence promptly at 8:00 a.m.  Do not be late.

B.
Regular and timely attendance and participation will make the class successful.  More than two to three absences will drop your grade, no matter what the reason is.  More than ten minutes late counts as half a class missed.  There is no such thing as an "excused" absence.  Don’t leave in the middle of class to take a break; wait until the class break.

C.
I will grade you by giving a written exam and will give a grade twist for participation.  A grade twist would be, for example, a B to a B plus.  The exam will be the entirety of your grade otherwise, and is graded anonymously. Participation worthy of a grade twist up is not just making comments but bringing in the assigned readings.
D.
You will be required to do your reading homework for all problems, and I will call on you, but not the supplemental readings. Since you are graded on meaningful participation (discussing the materials in the book), it is wise to read before class. 
IV.
WHAT CLASs WILL NOT COMPLETELY COVER
A.
Each topic on the Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination (MPRE).

B.
On a Saturday morning, to be assigned, I will conduct a short Professional Responsibility/MPRE review course that will be designed as an examination question preparation course.  

V.
MEETING WITH ME:
A.
My office number is listed on the first page of the syllabus.  Call, or catch me in class, and arrange for a meeting at school, or in my Walnut Creek office.  Discussion topics are open.  The course, law school, law practice, job suggestions and practice tips, are all open for discussion, limited only by my competency.  
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     �Professor Schneider, "The Frail Old Age of the Socratic Method," 37 Law Quadrangle Notes 40 (Winter, 1994).  "If students have not read and thought meticulously about a subject, a rewarding discussion of it is most unlikely..."


     �See, the New York Times Magazine, January 1, 1995/Section 6, pp. 17, devoted to reporting the accomplishments of 40 individuals who, in the opinion of the editors, lived "...lives well lived, lives worth celebration."; Kenneth L. Woodward, "What is Virtue?  Newsweek June 13, 1994, pp. 38, "...for the ancient Greeks, the great medieval theologians and a growing number of contemporary philosophers, ...the cultivation of virtue makes individuals happy, wise, courageous, competent.  The result is a good person, a responsible citizen and parent, a trusted leader; possibly even a saint.  Without a virtuous society, individuals cannot realize either their own or the common good..." 





