DRAFT (8-15-11)
CORRECTIONS LAW AND POLICY
LAW 232.7
BARRY KRISBERG (bkrisberg@law.berkeley.edu ) 
 510-642-8589

Units: 2
Meeting Time: Thursday  3:35 pm-5:25 pm
Meeting Location: Room 244 Boalt Hall

This course will examine the legal and policy issues surrounding the crisis in America prisons and parole. The class will focus on a large number of  key legal cases that have been litigated in CA and other states over the past 30 years. The students will examine the latest data on corrections and sentencing policies. We will look at current proposals for reform offered by the three branches of government as well as from leading interest groups. 
Course Readings
I plan on listing on bSpace the readings for the course in advance of the class sessions. Some of the readings will provide general background material and data. Students will be expected to analyze federal and state court decisions pertinent to CA corrections. 
Grading and Assignments

The syllabus outlines general topics and the order in which we will cover the material. You should come to class well prepared to discuss the readings. Each class session will begin with a brief lecture from Dr. Krisberg, followed by a class discussion of the readings and lecture materials. 
Course grades will be based on class participation (30%) and a paper (70%). Class participation points will be earned by actively participating in class discussions, presenting case readings to the class, and leading class discussions on weekly topics. and other activities announced as the class proceeds. The paper can be used to satisfy the Berkeley Law writing assignment but cannot exceed 35 pages, double-spaced in length. The paper topic must be approved by Professor Krisberg by the 7th week of the semester.
TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 
CLASS #1   The  Context of Prison and Corrections Reform
The Historical trends in Corrections and Sentencing. 

Public Opinion and Prisons

Basic Data Sources on the Corrections and Sentencing

Ruffin v. Commonwealth    62 VA. 790, (1871)
CLASS #2   Foundations of Prison Litigation
Constitutional   Amendments   ( 1st,  4th, 8th and 14th Amendments)

Ex Parte Hull    312 U.S. 546 (1941)
Madrid v Gomez    The Crisis of Torture and Abuse in CA prisons    889F. Supp 1146, N.D. CA (1995)
CLASS #3    The  Limits of Judicial Intervention in Prisons and Parole
Rhodes v Chapman   452 U.S. 337 (1981)
Schall v. Martin         467 U.S. 253 (1984
Swarthout v Cooke    562 U.S.  ___ (2011)
CLASS #4   Medical and Mental Health Care of Prisoners
Estelle v Gamble 429 U.S. 97 (1976)
Hutto v Finney   437 U.S. 678 (1978)
The Plata and Coleman Cases – Medical and Mental Health Care in CA prisons
CLASS #5   The  Prison Litigation Reform Act
Prison Litigation Reform Act   (1996) Public Law 104-134
Brown v Plata     563 U.S.  ____ 2011
CLASS #6   The   Rights of Disabled Prisoners
Federal Statutes   (e.g., Americans with Disabilities Act  (1990) Public Law101-336
The Clark and Armstrong Cases in CA
CLASS #7    Due process in Prisons
Wolf v McDonnell   418 U.S. 539 (1974)
Hudson v Palmer   468 U.S. 517 (1984)
Superintendent v Hill 472 U.S.445 (1985)
CLASS #8   The  Evolving Law on Parole and Reentry
Greenholtz v Nebraska   442 U.S. 1 (1979)
Rosenkrantz,  Lawrence,  Calderone, and  Shaputis Cases 
CLASS #9    Parole Revocation
Morrissey v. Brewer   408 U.S. 471 (1972)
Gagnon v Scarpelli   411 U.S. 778 (1973)
CLASS #10   Three Strikes Laws
Ewing v. California   538 U.S. 11 (2003)
Lockyer v Andrade   538 U.S. 63 (2003)
CLASS #11

Women in Prisons – the invisible inmates 
CLASS #12   Race and Prisons
Johnson v. California 543 U.S. 499 (2005)
CLASS #13   Juvenile Corrections
In re Gault      387 U.S. 1 (1967)
Turman v Morales   430 U.S. 322 (1977)
CLASS #14   Other Mechanisms of Prison Reform
Constitution Rights of Institutionalized Persons Act   (1980)  Public Law 96-247)
Prison Rape Elimination Act (2003) Public Law 108-79
Evolving professional standards (ACA, PbS)

Sentencing Commissions
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