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Committee’s Charge

The committee will develop a set of indicators around equity in 
educational outcomes and relevant inputs for pre-K through the 
transition to post-secondary education. In doing so, the committee will: 

• Examine existing indicator systems in education and child 
well-being. 

• Review a wide range of research related to these systems and 
the types of outcomes that are important for the education system to 
achieve

• Examine research on school and non-school inputs that are 
related to those outcomes, the extent of inequality in these 
inputs and outcomes, and interventions that have been shown 
to improve outcomes. 
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Vision for a National System 
of Educational Equity Indicators

• Reports are issued on a regular basis

• Stakeholders know what to expect and 
when to expect it

• Results receive national attention and 
inform policy nationwide

• Results are reported by state and district
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Committee’s Definition of Educational Equity

Educational equity exists when there is: 
• Parity between student groups in terms of educational outcomes, 

such as high school graduation or access to a resource such as 
high-quality teachers; 

• A fit between resources and student needs; and 

• Adequate effort to mitigate the effects of structural disadvantages 
that disproportionately affect different student groups
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Committee’s Definition of an Indicator

An indicator is a measure used to track progress toward objectives or 
monitor the health of an economic, environmental, social, or cultural 
condition over time. 

Examples:
• Unemployment rates
• Air quality indexes
• High school graduation rates
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The Indicators

• Span from pre-K through grade 12

• Include key educational outcomes 
and access to learning opportunities and 
resources

• Are designed to measure differences along 
key demographic characteristics
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Intended Uses of the Indicators 
by States and School Districts

1. Monitor important group-level differences in learning opportunities 
and outcomes.

2. Identify patterns and causes of inequity in the education system.

3. Analyze and adjust relevant policies and practices to 
increase equity.

4. Match supports and interventions to the specific needs of the 
student population.

5. Evaluate and enhance capacity to meet the academic and 
nonacademic needs of students.

6. Pursue funding and other resources to address needs related to 
educational equity.
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Two Essential and Related 
Types of Indicators

Indicators that measure disparities in 
student outcomes

• Including academic achievement, educational attainment, and 
engagement in schooling; 

Indicators of disparities in access to educational 
resources and opportunities

• Including the structural aspects of school systems that may 
influence opportunity to learn, exacerbate existing disparities in 
family and community contexts, and contribute to unequal 
outcomes for students 
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Indicators of Disparities 
in Student Outcomes

Indicators of Disparities 
in Access to Resources 
and Opportunities

Academic Readiness

Self-Regulation and Attention Skills

Access to and Participation in High-
Quality Pre-K  Programs

Indicators Related to Pre-K Education
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Indicators of Disparities 
in Student Outcomes

Indicators of Disparities in Access to 
Resources and Opportunities

Engagement in Schooling

Performance in Coursework

Performance on 
Standardized Tests

On-Time Graduation

Postsecondary Readiness

Students’ Exposure to Racial, Ethnic, and 
Economic Segregation

Access to Effective Teaching

Access to and Enrollment in Rigorous Coursework

Curricular Breadth

Access to High-Quality Academic Supports (e.g.
tutoring)

Nonacademic Supports for Student Success (e.g., 
counseling, access to social/health services)

School Climate

Nonexclusionary Discipline Practices

Indicators Related to K-12 Education
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Vision for a National System 
of Educational Equity Indicators

• Reports are issued on a regular basis

• Stakeholders know what to expect and 
when to expect it

• Results receive national attention and 
inform policy nationwide

• Results are reported by state and district

• The system evolves as technical issues are 
resolved and research offers more 
guidance
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Committee’s Recommendations* 

The federal government should: 

1. Coordinate efforts to incorporate indicators into 
data collection, reporting activities, strategic 
priorities, and ESSA.

2. Lead efforts to ensure nationwide coverage and 
comparability and enable regular reporting.

(*Paraphrased)
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(*Paraphrased)

3. A system of educational equity indicators should 
enable reporting of disaggregated results and 
have the crucial characteristics of effective 
indicator systems. 

4. Indicators are needed to document the existence 
and effectiveness of integrated, cross-agency 
services.

Committee’s Recommendations* (cont.)
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(*Paraphrased)

Committee’s Recommendations* (cont.)

5. Public and private funders should support design 
and implementation work, including an 
operational prototype. 

6. An independent entity is needed to provide 
governance.
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