Using EISIL to Find and Understand International Law on the Web 

The Electronic Information System for International Law (EISIL) is a new, free internet database created and maintained by the American Society of International Law.  It is designed to help researchers, students, faculty, attorneys, librarians and others in the legal community and beyond to understand the scope of international law in today’s world, and to find the most important instruments that govern each topic.  

EISIL’s unique feature is that it covers the entire spectrum of subject matter in a simple, well-organized framework. In addition, EISIL’s authors have selected only the most authoritative versions of primary materials, and most useful web sites and research guides for inclusion in the database.  They have added highly useful information such as  dates and legal citations to each record. 

EISIL makes it easy to learn about or to teach international law research in a web environment.  This presentation is designed as a tool for librarians to teach international legal research using the web to groups of various types from academic to government to law firms.  Lasting less than half an hour, it introduces EISIL through PowerPoint slides that include live links to the EISIL database. Full speaker’s notes accompany the slides describing EISIL’s provenance and purposes, its content and multiple uses as a finding or teaching tool.  The ready-made script includes underlined directions for clicking through the demo.  Examples link to EISIL to answer specific questions.   To access the PowerPoint presentation with the accompanying script, simply download and save the materials via http://www.eisil.org/index.php?sid=955747650&t=about.

Law librarians can help make EISIL known to a wider audience while providing information and current awareness to their patrons, clients and constituencies by  
featuring EISIL in newsletters,  library web sites or firms’ intranets or when preparing packets for training, research guides and bibliographies.  On the “About EISIL” page you will see instructions for linking to EISIL from your site and using the EISIL logo. 

Some ideas for using the database as a platform for classroom and instructional use are:

· For Continuing Legal Education, it can serve as a basis for sessions on international legal research and feature a selected EISIL category, such as International Environmental Law.

· Use it for formal & informal lectures, classes and seminars, such as Advanced Legal Research classes

· At law firm lunch sessions, it’s good for training new associates or those new to international law.

· Many schools publish international journals and the students who work on the journals need research training.  EISIL can be an excellent tool.

· Or use it for International Moot Court team research training

To enhance your training sessions, you’ll also find some tools on the EISIL site that have been prepared for just that purpose: a one-page handout and a brief animated demo.  

The ASIL, and the many authors, advisors and producers of EISIL encourage law librarians to show other interested people how EISIL works and can be used, or to include EISIL in articles on international legal research.
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* Convention aqainst the Taking of Hostages
The Hostages Canveniion provides that"any person who seizes or defains and fhreatens fo ki, o njur, or fo confinue to detain another persan in orderta compel a third party,
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« Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of
‘The Montreal Convention appliss to acts of aviation sabotage such as bombings aboard aircratin flight It was concluded at the Intemational Conference on Air Law held at
Montreal, September 8-23, 1971, under the auspices of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICA0). This Convention is supplemented by the Protocol for the Suppression
of Unlawiul Acts of Violence at Alrports Serving International Civil Aviation, done at Montreal on February 24, 1988,

The UN Treaty Collection website offers the text of the convention in a varisty of languages (isted below), along with a summary and status information @ More Information

* Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Maritime Navigation
“The main purpose of the convention Is to ensure that action is taken against persons commiting unlawful acts against ships. These include the seizure of ships by force; acts of
violence against persons on board ships; and the placing of devices on board a ship which are likely to destroy o damage it The convention obliges Coniracting States to
exradite or prosecute alleged offenders.

‘The Convention is deposited with the Intemational Maritime Organization (MO), whers backaround and status information can be found. The UN Treaty Collection website offers
the text of the convention in  variety of languages (listed below), along with a brisf summary. @ More Information

* Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft

“The 1870 Hijacking Convention prohibits unlzwful acts of seizure or exercise of cantral of aircraf. It requires parties to the convention to make hijackings punishable by severe
penalies; to either extradite the offender or subit the case for prosecution; and to assist each other in cannection with criminal praceedings brought under the convention.
‘The UN Treaty Collection website offers the text of the convention in a varisty of languages (listed below), along with a summary and status information. @ More Information
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SEARCH


A "Find" box for a quick keyword search. 


An "Advanced Search" to focus on  


a selected category or the entire database;


a specified time frame;


specific keywords, acronyms, or titles.





FIND





Relevant primary documents, as well as the most useful web sites and best research guides.


Descriptions of resources, indications of scope and importance, legal citation to authoritative sources and more.





ADDED VALUE





High evaluation standards for inclusion in EISIL, such as timeliness, authenticity and completeness. 


Category and resource descriptions; information on dates, alternate titles and official citations. 


Tailored search results:


Display titles only, or include a brief description.


Mark-and-save selected records to be printed, downloaded or emailed.











BROWSE





A comprehensive list of 13 international law subjects. 


Hundreds� of subcategories that reveal the numerous areas covered by each international law subject.
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