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CALIFORNIA COURT STRUCTURE, 2003

COURTS OF APPEAL (6 courts/districts) A

105 justices sit in panels
CSP case types:
• Mandatory jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency,

juvenile cases.
• Discretionary jurisdiction in administrative agency, original

proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

SUPREME COURT A

7 justices sit en banc
CSP case types:
• Mandatory jurisdiction in capital criminal, disciplinary cases.
• Discretionary jurisdiction in civil, noncapital criminal, administrative agency,

juvenile, original proceeding, interlocutory decision cases.

SUPERIOR COURT (58 counties) A

1,498 judges, 417 commissioners and referees
CSP case types:
•   Tort, contract, real property rights ($25,000/no maximum),  miscellaneous

civil.  Exclusive small claims ($5,000), estate, mental health, civil appeals.
[Limited jurisdiction: tort, contract, real property rights (0/$25,000).]

• Exclusive domestic relations.
•   Felony, DWI/DUI.  Exclusive criminal appeals jurisdiction.
•   Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction.

Jury trials except in appeals, domestic relations, and juvenile cases.
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Note: All trial courts were unified as of 7/1/00.


