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WELCOME TO THE ELQ!

The ECOLOGY LAW QUARTERLY (ELQ) is the nation's leading student-edited journal of environmental law and policy.  Members of the journal review, select, and edit articles submitted by professors, practitioners, and other students for publication.

ELQ does more than publish a great journal.  The Quarterly sponsors an environmental careers fair, symposia on environmental issues, lunches with professors and practitioners, and a cash prize for student writing on environmental issues.  Equally important are our quarterly Guacamole fests scheduled to coincide with publication of each journal issue, our annual fun-run “Race Judicata,” our annual hiking and camping weekend in Yosemite, our ski trip to Lake Tahoe, and other spontaneous festivities.

Everyone is always welcome at the ELQ.  All ELQ events and trips (to points near and far) are open to all Boalt students, their guests, and faculty.  ELQ members have first priority where space is limited.

Our Members form the backbone of the journal.  They are involved in the many phases of publishing the journal, and planning and organizing ELQ activities.  All Boalt students may become members of ELQ.  Members contribute one hour of work each week in the ELQ office and cite check articles for each issue.  The ELQ identifies its members on the journal masthead, gives members a copy of each issue, and provides access to the journal's library (including many donated textbooks and nutshells for Boalt classes), computers, refrigerator, and lounge. Membership dues are $25 per semester.

Senior Members are those who, in addition to completing member requirements, choose to do at least 10 hours of additional editing on an ELQ article, or write a publishable Book Review.  Senior membership is open to all students – just inform the managing editor or editor in charge of your desire to be a senior member.  Senior members are designated separately on the journal masthead.

Associate Editors (ASEs) are responsible for major portions of the journal's work.  Any 2L or 3L can be an Associate Editor.  In addition to the standard membership responsibilities, ASEs write for publication or take on significant editing and organizational projects that involve at least fifty hours of work per semester.  ASE's receive special recognition on the ELQ masthead, and those who are second or third year students earn one unit of journal (Law 295) credit from the law school. 

The ELQ Editorial Board is composed of twenty 2Ls and 3Ls, all of whom try to keep the journal operations running smoothly by working with Members, Associate Editors, authors, and administrators throughout the publishing process.  Each board member is responsible as for hosting two office hours, during which he or she answers the phone, supervises members in fulfilling office hour tasks, and responds to members’ questions.  During office hours, the board-member in charge wears beaded necklaces, so ELQ members can easily identify the person responsible for advice and assistance regarding ELQ operations and problems. 

To find out more, please stop by ELQ in Room 493, Simon Hall.
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ECOLOGY LAW QUARTERLY FACT SHEET

Founded:

1970

First Issue:  
Winter, 1971

Circulation:

1000 subscribers worldwide

Volumes:

33 as of Fall, 2006

Court Citations:
U.S. Supreme Court




Federal Courts




State Courts

Student Members:
Approximately 50

Budgets:


· Publications – Covers any cost essential to publishing the journal.


Sources:  Bequest from California Law Review, which receives funds from the UC.


Sale of journal to subscribers.

· Social – Pays for candy, drinks, utensils & other non-essential social expenditures.


Sources:  Member dues & sale of Environmental Law Careers Directory.

Sponsored Activities:


· Race Judicata – Fun-run to fund environmental law fellowships

· Environmental Law Careers Conference

· Environmental Law Careers Directory (listing over 250 employers; sold nationwide)

· Ellis J. Harmon Environmental Law Writing Competition

· Symposia on Environmental Law

· Public Interest/Environmental Law Summer Fellowships

· Annual Yosemite Weekend

· Annual Ski Tahoe Trip

· Annual ELQ Banquet

· Guacamole Festivals ("Guacfests") – On the day of each publication.

· Hikes around the Bay Area

HISTORY OF THE ECOLOGY LAW QUARTERLY

Over the past thirty-five years, the ECOLOGY LAW QUARTERLY (ELQ) has grown from humble beginnings to become an internationally recognized and respected environmental law journal.  The journal began when a handful of San Francisco attorneys practicing in the new field suggested to the fledgling Boalt Environmental Law Society that they should set up a publication devoted exclusively to environmental law, since traditional law reviews had not devoted adequate attention to these issues.  

William Chamberlain was elected the first Editor in Chief of ELQ, and devoted most of his efforts to fundraising.  This has never been an easy task.  When Chamberlain approached then-Dean Edward Halbach, the Dean expressed his doubts as to whether environmental law was a big enough field to support an entire law journal.  Still, the Dean provided $35 for official stationery, and with this start, Chamberlain and the first Board were able to cobble together enough funds to put out ELQ's first issue in the Winter of 1971.  The ELQ was the first subject matter focused law journal.

ELQ's first issue was published as a joint venture with CALIFORNIA LAW REVIEW (CLR), three members of which were also on the original ELQ Board.  The first issue, with a foreword by Senator Alan Cranston, was also published as Volume 58:6 of the CLR.  The CLR version came out several months after the initial ELQ publication. 

Lack of money threatened to close the ELQ down several times during the journal's early years.  Marc Mihaly, the fourth Editor in Chief and later a founding partner of the environmental firm of Shute, Mihaly, and Weinberger, secured grants of $15,000 from the University and $50,000 from the Ford Foundation.  Other prominent Editors in Chief include former Boalt Dean John Dwyer '80, and Professors David Caron '83 and Denise Antolini ‘86.  

The first symposium issue was 7:2 (1978), which focused on the law and policy of hazardous substance regulation.  Since then, the ELQ has hosted a number of other symposia, and published symposium issues on topics ranging from environmental problems in the developing world, to ecosystem management.  Our sister organization, the Environmental Law Society, hosted a symposium on environmental justice in 2005.

The ELQ's role has expanded continuously over the past three and a half decades.  In 1990, the twentieth anniversary of the journal's founding, ELQ members in cooperation with several other Boalt organizations established the Committee on Race, Poverty, and the Environment.  The Committee was dedicated to the largely neglected environmental problems of America's poor and minority communities, and was instrumental in establishing Boalt's Environmental Law Community Clinic.  Although this clinic has operated intermittently over the years, the ELQ is once again working with Boalt faculty to create a new environmental law clinic.  In 2005, Clem Shute (of the aforementioned Shute, Mihaly, and Weiberger law firm) is teaching an environmental law practicum course, allowing class members to tackle hands-on environmental problems for a variety of public service and government organizations including the San Francisco Baykeepers and the California Attorney General’s office.  

Since its inception, the ELQ has supported student writing.  The ELQ and its alumni organization, Ecology Law Research Institute (ELRI), sponsor the Harmon Award, given annually to the author of the best piece of Boalt student writing on an environmental law topic.  In addition, each year the ELQ publishes its “Annual Review” issue which contains pieces solely written by students, many regarding important cases decided during that year.

World recognition of ELQ's accomplishments came in June 1990, when the journal was awarded the Global 500 award from the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP), the only law journal to be so honored.  This tribute to ELQ was earned by the efforts of all of our members for twenty-plus years, and we know that in the future the ELQ will continue to uphold the highest standards of legal scholarship and environmental awareness.

The ELQ is now entering its 35th year and plans to celebrate this milestone with a magnificent gala in the spring of 2006!
THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ECOLOGY LAW QUARTERLY
Once upon a time, the founding ELQ members declared with much idealistic fervor that, “Our journal will not duplicate the strict hierarchical structure found at a traditional law review.”  (Yes, it appears they really did talk that way.)  For efficiency's sake, however, the early Editorial Boards adopted a fairly standard organizational chart, which we continue to use today.  The difference between ELQ and traditional journals still survives, however, in the tone of our organization.  The ELQ has always sought to create a warm and inviting atmosphere to foster friendships among members, all of which encourages dedicated service to the journal.  We work under a cooperative model that has worked for 35 years!  The ELQ divides up work in a somewhat free-form fashion, allowing assignments to fit the needs of the board and membership.  Our results speak for themselves: we publish four excellent issues every year. 

WHO's WHO ON THE EDITORIAL BOARD:

Editor-in-Chief (EIC)
The buck stops here.  The EIC handles a little (and often a lot) of everything relating to publication, programs, and the organization as a whole.  The EIC is the face of the organization to the environmental community, as well as to faculty, the public, prospective students, and to other law schools.
Articles Editors (AE’s)

The AE’s read new article submissions from student, practitioner, and professor authors; select articles for publication; perform substantive editing (in conjunction with Associate Editors); communicate with the authors; and manage operations during office hours (as do all other board members).  AE’s must have completed two years of law school.

Executive Editors (EE’s)

The EE’s check authors’ citations to ensure that the underlying sources support the assertions made in the text, are up-to-date, and are in proper Bluebook format.  The EE’s must have completed one year of law school.

Books & Research Editor

The book review editor catalogues books received from publishers for review, personally determines which reviews are best for the ELQ, then edits book reviews for ELQ publication.  The book review editor must have completed at least one year of law school.  

(Note: Submitting a book review for publication consideration is a great way for a 1L or other law student to get published in the ELQ.)

Managing Editor (ME)

The Managing Editor controls the ELQ office and physical operations.  The ME ensures that the ELQ remains solvent, maintains office supplies and equipment, and that members and AE's are productively incorporated into journal activities.  All reimbursement forms and receipts should be submitted to the Managing Editor.

Publishing Editor

The publishing editor formats and proofreads the ELQ issues for publication.  The publishing editor communicates regularly with the publisher and the EIC, and coordinates copyright agreements with the authors.

Programs Director

The programs director is responsible for fun events -- Guacfests, Race Judicata, outdoor trips, board retreats, and parties.  Look for emails from the Programs Director requesting help with preparing for events.

Internet Editor

The internet editor manages the ever-evolving, and ever-expanding ELQ Website.  Currently the ELQ is working to create an on-line archive of all past publications of the Quarterly.

Fundraising Coordinator

The fundraising coordinator oversees ELQ’s fundraising initiatives, including Race Judicata, which raises money to support environmental law fellowships.
ELQ PUBLICATION PROCESS IN A NUTSHELL

(or, “Why it takes so long to publish”)

Before an article is published in the ELQ, it travels through a number of review and editorial steps.  Every article is handled by a number of ELQ members, providing the student editors valuable experience that improves their own legal writing skills. 

  Review Step
                                                              Description

Article Received
The Articles Editors (AE’s) receive articles throughout the school year and summer.  The AE acting as submissions coordinator sends an acknowledgment message to the author, and assigns the articles for initial review.

Article Review
Two AE’s review each submitted piece for substance, style, underlying support, timeliness, and originality.  If special expertise is needed, the AE’s may discuss the piece with a Boalt or UC professor knowledgeable in the area, or with an ELQ member expert, if available.  If the article passes initial review, the AE’s perform a preemption check – to make sure that the piece does not duplicate an article already published.  Then, the article is sent to the entire AE staff for a full-read and voting.

Article Acceptance
The AE’s determine which articles to publish, based on the mix of available quality articles, the desire of AE staff to edit the piece, and the ability of the author to meet ELQ publication needs.  Once the AE’s decide to accept an article for publication, the author is notified and offered publication in the next available issue.  Sometimes the authors choose to publish with other journals, sometimes they want to be published before the ELQ can schedule their article, and sometimes the AE’s must move back publication of an article because the editorial process takes longer than expected.

Structural Edit
Once publication is agreed to by the author, an AE begins the article editing process.  The AE and any available Associate Editors will each do a paragraph-by-paragraph outline of the article. The AE then does a mega-structural edit, incorporating the various editing suggestions received from Associate Editors.  The AE will recommend structural changes in the article argument to the author, as necessary.

      Review Step                                                           Description

Executive Editor Review
The EE’s will review the footnotes of the article to verify that the referenced materials support the author’s assertions in the article.  The EE’s will also manage ELQ members through the processes of collecting the source materials cited in the article, and of “blue-booking” the article citations to ensure proper legal citation format is used. The EE indicates to the AE any obvious need for support, and identifies any sources which might be difficult to obtain.

EIC Initial Review
The revised piece is then turned over to the EIC for a preliminary review. The EIC provides the AE with suggestions or questions. The AE makes changes, if necessary, in response to EIC feedback and marks any lack of support identified by the EE.

Author Review
The AE then sends the piece back to the author, who goes over the corrections, considers & incorporates suggested changes, and sends the article back, along with any missing sources.

Source List
While all of this is going on, the EE creates a “source list” with the help of the Associate Editors.  The source list lists all books, articles, etc. referenced in the article.

Line Edit
The AE then does a final style edit, concentrating on making the prose clear and concise.  The AE reviews the author's changes, (maybe) makes further changes, cleans up any remaining stylistic problems, and sends it back to the author.  Changes by the author are then discussed by phone, or if they're drastic, another round of sending back & forth takes place (this is rare and undesirable).

Source Collecting
Meanwhile the EE, various Associate Editors, and members assemble boxes containing copies of all sources identified in the source list. Source boxes get labeled with the article author's name.

Cite Checking
After the manuscript comes back from the author, the EE supervises final cite checking by members and Associate Editors.  Cite checking is the process by which ELQ verifies that all footnotes are accurate and that what an author says is factually substantiated.

Incorporation
The EE incorporates all cite checking onto one Final Formatting master article copy, and exercises some independent judgment regarding footnote accuracy.  The piece is now put in its final format: everything in proper form, the piece checked in "reveal codes" for any stray computer characters, footnotes renumbered, and so forth.  The author's "bio" is added, and headings are put in "Christensen" format (the format ELQ's publishing company requires).

  Review Step                                                              Description

EIC Second Review

The EIC does a quick read-through to catch obvious errors.

1st Page Proofs
The EIC, EE, AE, author, and Associate Editors proofread. Changes are consolidated on one hard copy by the EIC and input into the computer.  The Publishing Editor gets a "copyright release" from the author.

2nd Page Proofs
The Managing Editor, AEs, and members proofread.  The EIC then proofs, checking ME & AE corrections and adding any other needed changes.  This product is submitted on hard copy and disk to Christensen, ELQ's publisher in Nebraska.

Revised Page Proofs
About two weeks after we mail to the publisher, we get their "page proofs."  At this point, all the pieces of the issue have been put together, paginated, and so forth.  The masthead is posted on ELQ's door for correction of any errors.  The EIC checks page corrections, page numbers, running heads, and the masthead, and sends the proofs back to the publisher.

Book Proofs
The publisher then sends us camera-ready copy of the issue.  The EIC checks it to make sure all Revised Page Proof corrections were made correctly, to make sure the pages line up, etc.  The issue is then sent back for final printing.

Publication
The issue finally appears about 10 days after the book proofs have been sent in, and it's time for guacamole!

STRUCTURAL & LINE EDITING

The Work of Articles & Associate Editors 

STRUCTURAL EDIT

This is a big picture edit -- we'll worry about making the individual sentences sound right later on.  We make sure that the argument flows logically and smoothly, that the points are presented in the right order, and that there is no unnecessary repetition.  Does this paper make any sense?  If parts of it don't, it's the editor’s job to figure out why, and to figure out how to clarify the text. 

1. Skim the entire article. This gives the editor a rough idea of what to expect, and what points the author wants to make.

2. Do a paragraph outline. This involves going through the piece, numbering each paragraph, and on a separate paper, reducing the essence of each paragraph to a single sentence. Did the author actually follow up with the information and argument that the topic sentence promised.
3. Review the order of paragraphs. Here, the editor notes where the paragraphs are in a less-than-optimal order, where the section headings don't really describe what the section discusses, or even, where whole sections ought to be switched. 
4. Confirm that source support is provided where necessary. Most pieces contain some assertions that are unsubstantiated by the sources the author cites, or contain no citations at all.  Catching these errors or omissions now means that the piece isn’t delayed when it enters the executive editing stage. 
LINE EDIT

This is the artistic part of the job, in which editors make the article elegant, readable, and witty (without destroying the author's voice).  The article has been through a structural edit, and should be coherent and make an important point, but it has not yet been edited for style, clarity, and completeness.

This stage involves paying attention to what the author is saying, as well as to how he or she says it.  Does the sentence or group of sentences make sense?  Are points explained clearly and intelligibly?  Is the argument internally consistent?  Should the author add more footnotes?  Do the headings make any sense, and are they helpful signposts?  Editors suggest any changes they think might be useful, and point out their questions about the piece. 

SOURCE COLLECTING

During the time that Articles Editors and members are doing structural and line edits on an author's text, Executive Editors are busy compiling a list of ALL sources (books, journal articles, newspapers, etc.) in the footnotes in a given article.  Once the sources are compiled, source collection begins.  Source collecting has two aspects: gathering each source and making sure that the source is still good law.

1. GATHERING SOURCES
a. The EE's need adventuresome members  (in law school terms) to walk all over campus collecting article sources.  The gathered books are placed in the article’s "source box" or on the "library book" shelves to help with cite checking.  The ELQ has a library card for books from the Boalt library.  Members use their own student ID’s to check out books at other UC libraries.
b. Early in the year, EE’s provide training on how to locate sources, but here is the quick and dirty on a few common types of sources – some are easier to find than others
i. Cases: It is quickest for you, and cheapest for ELQ, to print these from Westlaw or Lexis to the Westlaw or Lexis printers (either from ELQ's terminals or in the computer lab).  
ii. Law Review Articles or Other Periodicals: 

1. Electronic: Most law journals can be found on Westlaw or Lexis (again, free printing!).  Other good databases are Hein Online, JSTOR, and generally anything listed on the law library’s website.

2. Hard Copy: If the article is only available in hard copy, you can use an ELQ copy card for source-collection photocopying - any Board member can sign one out to you.  Always photocopy the first page of the periodical, then photocopy the whole item if it is relatively short or copy a few pages up to and including the cited section if the source is very long (e.g., a 100-page article).  Check with an EE before doing any vast photocopy jobs to make sure we really need what you are copying.  We try not to kill more trees than absolutely necessary, and to practice efficient and economical source collection techniques.
iii. Statutes and Regulations (U.S.C., U.S.C.S., C.F.R., Federal Register, and some state statutes and regulations): Print from Westlaw or Lexis.  Additional sources include www.law.cornell.edu and the web site of the agency sponsoring the law.
iv. Books: Many sources are books, which we need to borrow and keep out a long time, renewing them constantly until an article is fully edited.  It is critical that you follow the book borrowing procedures outlined on the following page to avoid saddling the ELQ with nasty fines. 

c. Once you have collected your sources, check each one off on the master "source list" for the article, and put all non-book sources in the appropriate source box in individual file folders.  Put all library books on the "library books" shelves.

Source collecting is a great way to fulfill some of your ELQ hours while strolling around a beautiful and inspiring campus with an ipod and an ice cream cone in the sunshine.  It is also a critical part of keeping our journal on schedule.

2. IS THE SOURCE STILL GOOD LAW?


Is every source up-to-date or still valid law?  This means Shepardizing, checking pocket parts, supplements to the U.S. Code, etc.  Please note on the source collection master list what steps you took in verifying source validity.

If you are collecting cases on-line, be sure to shepardize and indicate on the printed copy that it is still good law.  Similarly, when printing a statute or regulation, etc., the database itself should indicate any recent amendments and provide a hypertext link to the changes.  Print the amendments and indicate their inclusion on the printed copy of the main source.  You can then verify that the changes do not undercut the relevance or support for the article’s argument.  

Are you uncertain about how to handle a tricky problem?  Photocopy the source, if it's not too lengthy.  The ELQ will reimburse you.

Be sure to record your source collection activities (with name and date) on the source collection task sheet, so the EE and AE will know what items still need to be done, and to prevent duplicative efforts by other members.

ELQ LIBRARY PROCEDURES: BOOKS FOR SOURCE LISTS
Once collected, ALL library books must be put on the "Library Books" bookshelf.  

To prevent overdue or missing books, DO NOT put them in source boxes.  Experience has taught us that this is the safest method.

A)  Boalt Library Procedures:

All books checked out from the Boalt library can be checked out directly to the ELQ rather than to the individual.  When checking out books from Boalt's library, ask a Board member for the ELQ library card, which has customarily been located in the green index card box on the shelf above the Task Box.
Whenever you return a book to any library, please ask for a return receipt.  Place this receipt in the ELQ Managing Editor’s box.
B)  Procedures for Other Libraries:

Our members check out books in their own names because the ELQ is not allowed to check out books from other libraries.  You will get an email from the library when the book is coming due – you are responsible for renewing the book, which you can do electronically from your laptop during a less-than-exciting lecture.  The ELQ is responsible for any late or lost book fines, but only if members follow the check-out procedures described below.

Checking Out Books

Library Book Log Card: Whenever a member checks out a book at the Boalt or other campus library, the member should fill out an index card and place it in the green index card box on the shelf above the Task Box.  

Recalling Books

Members who place a recall notice on a book must personally pick up the book when it comes in.  This is a campus-wide rule.  When the book you recalled is in, check out the book, place it on the "Library Books" shelf, leave a note for the EE in charge of the source list for the article, and leave a completed library log card in the librarian's box.

Inter-Campus Loans

Members who order books through the intercampus library loan office must personally pick up the book after the inter-campus loan office notifies you that the book has arrived.  Record information for books obtained through the intercampus loan on a library log card.

Other Responsibilities

Members should put any notices received from the library regarding ELQ books (like overdue and recall notices) in the librarian's box.  Our librarian will make these problems disappear faster than you can say "non​mutual collateral estoppel."

Returning Books

Always get a receipt and put it in the librarian's box.  Sometimes circulation desk staff pretend they don't, or genuinely don't, know how to issue one.  INSIST on a RECEIPT!  This is not rocket science.  The receipt is the only thing standing between ELQ and a $95.00 replacement fee!
A Special Note to EE's

We can keep books for only two weeks after the due date before the library blocks the privileges of the person who checked out the book.  This raises special problems for intercampus loans and recalled books.  Intercampus loans are checked out for one month and usually cannot be renewed.  To avoid problems, always copy what you need from an intercampus loan book, then return the book.
HOW TO CITE CHECK FOR THE

ECOLOGY LAW QUARTERLY
This process really requires in-person explanation, particularly if you have not yet encountered The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation.  And why would you have seen it before law school?  Produced by Harvard Law School, the "Bluebook" is what ELQ and most other law journals uses to ensure uniformity in footnote and textual citations.  Citation form for law reviews and journals is somewhat different from citations for legal briefs (as taught in Legal Research and Writing).  

The ELQ’s Executive Editors will explain cite-checking and using the Bluebook at a training session early in the semester, but here are the basics:

Cite-checking is more than simply checking the form of the reference to a supporting document.  It is the painstaking process of verifying that every single thing an author says is factually accurate, that every source an author cites really says what the author says it does, and that readers can quickly locate each specific source referenced in an article.  The ELQ has an excellent reputation for its extremely thorough cite checking.  We need your help to maintain this reputation!  The work you do will determine how accurate and helpful the ELQ will be for its readers.  You will also receive large quantities of complimentary beer or soda, pizza, or tasty, tasty sandwiches!  (Mmmm avocado.)

Your cite checking may be done on either a hard copy or an electronic version of the article, depending on your EE’s preference, the stage of the article review, or any other of a number of factors.  The EE may give you a cite checking “packet” or the work may be divided up more informally.  The most important thing is to communicate clearly with your EE and your other team members about what you’ve done and what remains so as to avoid errors, and perhaps more tragically, duplication of effort.  

When cite checking you will need:
1. The Bluebook (a stash of lovingly tabbed copies is on the bookshelf near the task box)

2. A red pen (if you are doing the cite-checking on hard copy)

3. A copy of the entire article

4. Access to the author's sources

5. Other reference materials (e.g., a dictionary; the Government Style Manual)

Using the cite checking forms, answer these questions far each source cited in your packet:

1. Substance Check: These are the most important questions you should ask—Making sure the citations are Bluebooked is less important than checking their substance.

a. Does the source support the proposition stated in the text? 

b. Has the author reproduced quoted material precisely? 

c. Have you indicated clearly somewhere on the article that the citation supports the author's proposition or that she has reproduced the quoted material precisely or both?

2. Technical Check

a. Is a pinpoint cite appropriate (BB rule 3.3) and is it correct? 

b. Is the correct signal used, if any is necessary (BB rule 2.2)? Explain any problems.

c. Is the footnote in proper Bluebook farm? Note the Bluebook rule you followed to make any correction. If the Bluebook provides no clear answer, correct by analogy, make a guess, and explain to the EE with a note indicating the Bluebook rules you have already consulted.

3. Style: Make any corrections you think proper to the style of the footnotes. If you are making your changes electronically, make all stylistic or potentially controversial changes using Track Changes. Everyone is protective of their style, especially authors, but wrong-or-nonsensical is wrong-or-nonsensical, even when they do it.
4. Clarity: Has the author referred to the source in a general way such that the point of the citation is unclear? If so, write a suggested parenthetical phrase that clarifies the relevance of the source to the topic more precisely. Such parentheticals are usually necessary after the introductory signals, "See generally" and "See, e.g."

WRITING A BOOK REVIEW
Writing a Book Review offers all ELQ members perhaps the fastest, easiest, and most entertaining way to see your work in print during your law school career.  More than that, it offers an outlet for student writing while helping fulfill the journal's mission to provide intellectual leadership in environmental law and policy.  A Book Review is a student-written book review that comments on or critiques a recently published book on environmental law.  Most issues of ECOLOGY LAW QUARTERLY include publication of one or more Book Reviews, and occasionally the journal publishes a half dozen or more as a feature.  Although there is no rigid format for writing a review, it should analyze the author's work in terms of both substance and style.  Typically, a review presents the book's purpose and thesis, briefly summarizes the book's contents, and sets forth the reviewer's reactions to the book.  This provides the reviewer the opportunity to comment on the author's effectiveness in proving her thesis or educating her audience.

The typical Book Review piece is from 1,200 to 1,600 words in length, or three to four printed pages in the journal.  However, some have been as long as seven pages, so this average should not impose a limit if you have more to say in your review.

Signing Up for a Book Review; Selecting Other Books for ELQ

Candidates for Book Reviews are in the black bookcase beside the entrance on a shelf labeled Books for Book Reviews. Everyone is free to peruse these books, but please do NOT remove a book without signing it out.  
In general, the journal can only consider books published within the last six months as suitable subjects for Book Review.  Although the lead time for reviews is less than for articles, the ELQ's publication process will add almost another half-year before the review comes out in print.  However, we'll certainly consider books that are a few months older if the reviewer has good reasons why we still need to cover them.

The books on the shelf are not your only options for a book review.  The ELQ receives catalogues of books every week, and we will order the book that you would like to review.  The catalogues are kept in the file drawer of the Books & Research desk, filed by publisher.  Help yourself - You do not need permission to look through them.  If you find a book that you would like ordered, just leave a note in the mailbox of the Books & Research editor with the title, author, and publisher, and we'll take care of it (also include your name, mailbox number, and telephone number so we can notify you when it comes in).  

Senior Member Status


By writing a book review that is published in ELQ, you earn automatic promotion to Senior Membership! 

PHONE, FAX, AND LASER PRINTING PROCEDURES

ELQ Telephone Number:  (510) 642-0457.
ELQ Fax Number: (510) 643-9042
1.  TELEPHONE

No, this section will not provide a how-to manual for using a telephone.  Rather, this section will instruct phone users on the simple procedure for making local calls and the double-secret-high-security-clearance procedure for making long distance calls.

Local calls: Dial 9, wait for the dial tone, and dial the local number.  This procedure will allow you to make both toll and non-toll local calls.  
Long Distance calls: First dial 7-8 and wait for the dial tone. Then dial 7-8-0-7-4 and wait for another dial tone.  Then dial 9-1 and finally, the area code and number you are calling. 
Also, please take messages in the spiral message book and put the top (white) copy of the message in the recipient’s mailbox (or send him or her an email with the info).

2. FAX

The manual for using the fax machine is next to it.  The number is listed above, and on the letterhead.
3. LASER PRINTING

You may laser-print reasonable quantities of personal material on ELQ's laser printer if it is not in use for ELQ business. 

ELQ'S GUACAMOLE TRADITION!

No two batches of ELQ guacamole are alike, actually, and the history of ELQ guacamole could probably take a page or two if we really wanted to spend the paper on it.  Rumor has it that there was a time when ELQ had mayonnaise in the guacamole!!  Members can put in a couple of ELQ hours by coming to the ELQ office a few hours before the Guac-Fest is scheduled and helping with the “cooking.”

Here is the state-of-the-art recipe, based on input from both sides of the border.  Since the amount of guacamole to be made will vary, this recipe will just give the basic ratios, which may be multiplied by 200 or whatever number the Programs Director and Board feel is appropriate for the crowd.

For every six avocados, add the following:

1 Onion - chopped (a medium-sized white onion will do)

1 Tomato - chopped 

Juice of 1 Lime (bottled lime juice will do, if you must--use a lot of it) 

½ bunch of Cilantro – chopped fine

1 Clove of Garlic – chopped fine

Salt

Handful of Serrano Chiles – chopped fine

-- Recommended – Add a little White Pepper – it enhances the avocado flavor and adds spice

   (without adding a pepper taste)  -  It really works!

The most important Guac-Factor is the quality of the avocados, which must be ripe, peeled, and mashed.  A few pits can be left in the mix to prevent it from turning brown, although the guacamole rarely lasts long enough to oxidize.  Hot sauce, preferably the Tapatio brand, may be added to taste. Since you will be using fresh onions and tomatoes, adding a premixed salsa will not be necessary, but could add a little spiciness to the guac.  Having a few bowls of salsa on the side is not a bad idea.  Or, be aggressive and make a salsa fresca from onions, tomatoes, and peppers.  It is not heresy to add other spices or vegetables (such as dill, or bell peppers) to the guacamole.

"Guacamole" is widely understood to imply BEER as well as other drinks.  The Guac Fests generally include a keg, some sodas, bags and bags of chips, and the biggest bowls of guacamole ever seen at Boalt!  On occasion, we even add more to eat than just guacamole and chips.  (Chocolate is a much appreciated addition.)  

Individual initiative is everything!
WELCOME ABOARD !

Please feel free to stop by the ELQ office to say “Hi” or ask questions anytime!




























� Adapted from “Happy Anniversary ELQ” by Kathy Burnett, class of 1991.
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