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Diane Bellas

Alameda County Public Defender

The Genesis and Evolution of the Alameda County Public Defender

Diane Bellas '81,was a student at Boalt when she began working as a law clerk in the
Alameda County Public Defender's Office in 1979. While a line lawyer, she represented
clients throughout the County in countless criminal cases, including more than 50
murder cases, as well as in the civil conservatorship and mental health courts. Her last
trial, occurring shortly before her appointment to the administrative position of Public
Defender in 2000, was a double-murder death penalty case in which the jury returned a
verdict of life without possibility of parole. In 2004, at the inception of the Alameda
County Homeless and Caring Court, Bellas resumed representation of individual clients;
the court convenes monthly in locations that provide services to the marginally housed
or homeless, people in recovery, and the working poor. Bellas serves by Senate
appointment on the California Commission on the Fair Administration of Justice and on
the board of C.U.R.A. (Carnales Unidos Reformando Adictos).



