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Richard J. McLaughlin is the Endowed Chair of Marine Policy and Law at the Harte Institute for Gulf of
Mexico Studies at Texas A&M-Corpus Christi. Prior to joining the Harte Institute, he was Professor of
Law and Ray and Louise Stewart Lecturer at the University of Mississippi School of Law. A graduate
of Tulane University Law School and the University of Washington School of Law, he holds a doctorate
degree in law from Boalt Hall School of Law, UC Berkeley. Professor McLaughlin served as Director
of the Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Legal Program from 1987-1999 and has been actively involved in
a variety of leadership positions in the marine policy field including National Chair of the Maritime Law
Section of the Association of American Law Schools, Board Member of the Law of the Sea Institute,
National Co-Chair of the Marine Affairs and Policy Association, and Board of Editors of the Territorial
Sea Journal. A former Fulbright Scholar to Japan, he has published over fifty articles and monographs
on ocean and coastal policy issues.

Professor McLaughlin will examine emerging energy technologies policy in the Gulf of Mexico. After a
brief description of some of these technologies, he will look more specifically at the legal and policy-
related issues associated with offshore wind production in Texas and ultra-deepwater oil and gas
development along the U.S-Mexico maritime boundary as case studies.




