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Bruce H. Mann is the Carl F. Schipper, Jr. Professor of Law at Harvard University.  Before 
joining the Harvard faculty in Fall 2006, Prof. Mann taught at the University of Pennsylvania, 
where he held a chair professorship in both the Law School and the History Department.  He is 
the author of Republic of Debtors:  Bankruptcy in the Age of American Independence (Harvard 
University Press, 2002), winner of the Littleton-Griswold Prize of the American Historical 
Association, and the Willard Hurst Prize of the Law & Society Association, both awarded for 
best book of the year in legal history, and also the annual prize of the Society for History of the 
Early American Republic for best book on the early national period of American history.  
Among his recent publications is The Many Legalities of Early America, which he co-edited 
with Christopher L. Tomlins, and to which he contributed an historiographical essay appraising 
recent methodologies and studies in legal history.  An earlier book by Prof. Mann, Neighbors 
and Strangers:  Law and Community in Early Connecticut (University of North Carolina Press, 
1987) is a key work in the literature of American colonial social and legal history. 
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