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My talk offers a fragment of a chapter in a project that I have pursued intermittently 
over the past four years, but that has now taken more definite form.  I will use an 
obscure and unimportant mid-nineteenth century case, Davison v. Davison,,13 N.J. Eq.(2 
Beas.) 246 (1861), to explore the negotiations and conflicts between generations over 
care and retirement and support.  I am trying to understand the ways forms of private 
ordering worked (or didn't work) to structure care for the old in the century before 
Social Security 
 
 

An extended abstract is available in the Center’s library  or at 
http://www.law.berkeley.edu/institutes/csls/events.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The discussion will be held in the Seminar Room at the Center for the Study of Law and Society, 

2240 Piedmont Avenue.  Coffee will be provided. 
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