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CSLS SPEAKER SERIES

Monday, September 24, 2012
                                         12:30-1:45p in the Phillip Selznick Seminar Room

2240 Piedmont Avenue   (light lunch at 12:00p)

John Sutton
Professor of Sociology, University of California, Santa Barbara
“The Transformation of Prison Regimes 
in Late Capitalist Societies”

Recent studies argue that cultural and political-economic shifts have led to a sea change in penal regimes among modern western societies, resulting in more punitive social policies in general and a trend toward higher incarceration rates in particular. This is a special case of a wider argument that globalization has led to a decline in state autonomy and convergence on a market-based model of economic and social policy. The empirical literature on welfare states, however, finds persistent diversity in institutional structures and policy outcomes. Focusing on incarceration rates as the outcome of interest, this study evaluates these arguments by applying a Bayesian change-point model to four decades of data from 15 countries. Results show that a regime shift did occur, but incarceration rates increased mainly among countries with unregulated labor markets, decentralized polities, and/or weak labor unions. Profound institutional differences persist and are fateful for incarceration trajectories.

Copies of this paper are available in the Center Library and online at http://www.law.berkeley.edu/1108.htm
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