The Tarasoff Timeline


As you can tell from the Chapter, what is commonly referred to as “the Tarasoff case” was actually the second California Supreme Court case by that name.  They are the state Supreme Court’s two civil cases arising out of the tragic relationship between Tatiana Tarasoff and Prosenjit Poddar.  Its decision in the criminal case also arose from that fact pattern.  
Now that you have seen the direction of the law after Tarasoff, you might find it interesting to step back into the shoes of the judges considering the case, both in the Court of Appeal and in the Supreme Court.  What the decision at each stage of the case says—and does not say—will be of great interest to you.  All the decisions are listed here in chronological order—both criminal and civil.  Do those two strands of the case interact more than the Supreme Court’s final opinion suggests?   Each case is linked to in Westlaw.
1. June 27, 1972—Criminal: People v. Poddar, 103 Cal. Rptr. 84 (Cal. Ct. App. 1972)

2. July 6, 1973—Civil: Tarasoff v. Regents of Univ. of Cal., 108 Cal. Rptr. 878 (Cal. Ct. App. 1973)

3. February 7, 1974—Criminal: People v. Poddar, 518 P.2d 342 (Cal. 1974)

4. December 23, 1974—Civil: Tarasoff v. Regents of Univ. of Cal., 529 P.2d 553 (Cal. 1974)
5. July 1, 1976—Civil:  Tarasoff v. Regents of Univ. of Cal., 551 P.2d 334 (Cal. 1976)
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Pictures available at http://www.behavenet.com/capsules/people/people.htm, a site about behavioral health care
The Facts in Tarasoff

As noted in the Chapter, none of the opinions in the Tarasoff cases introduces the reader to much more than a cursory account of the remarkable factual details behind the Tarasoff cases. Read them for yourself and see.  One source of the facts comes from its criminal context—since Poddar was on trial for the very behavior which was at issue in the torts case, we can use the materials developed there for use in understanding what led to Tatiana’s death from a torts perspective.  This tool is rarely available to the torts student, but it is very valuable here. 

The criminal cases are linked to above; far more difficult to find, however, are the briefs, from both the prosecution and the defense, in the criminal case.  Here are three from the case when pending before the Court of Appeal, where the factual development is at its richest.

1. Defense Opening Brief in the Court of Appeal
2. Prosecutor’s Brief in the Court of Appeal

3. Defense Closing Brief in the Court of Appeal

